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was one unceasing effort in the scr- A 


vice of his country, and as the endeared a E 5 . 
jects of * tis patriotic Solicitude, I offer to you? 1 
patronage the following collection of e mo: wm | 
important pu lic papers from 7 5 

| unmort 1 WASHINGTON. = Ke Fe eee A 
+ This volume will be found to ge i 5 1 
documents, connected w wit h the milit- —— i#Þ 
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"gb he chronological order of the papers, ; 


Ss except in a few instances, has been carefully 
RL, observed i in the compilation, - 


To attempt a recommendation if that, 


5 « which 1 is above all praise, would be pre- 

sumption in the extreme. 
[ 41 + the Scholar, the Soldier, and the Statesman, 
* this colleQion will be peculiarly acceptable, 
and by every A rican, who Os in the 


4 0Yb the Gentleman, 


N will be regarded as the sacred amenities of 


60 an affe ctionate Father to a beloved Family.“ * 
That they may long, very long nan 


| to promote the prosperity, peace and safety of. 


the American People, is the sincere wish of - 


5 their alleGionar friend and clonen. 
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and the officers and ſoldiers, under his command, 
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Congreſs approve of his con the e 5 
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The General's Addreſs to the ers of the 2 Bert 
ing certain * Pcs 5 "A through "the 


2 4 
fuſal of a letter from berg Howe, ee 2110 2 20 4 
2 


camp to excite a revolt, 
| Proceedings of the Officers « of the ary, reſdetin the ano- 
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ESOLVED, That a General haxn 1 
pointed to command all the continental fore 
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. TAP was unanumouſly __— 


| The Preſident informed Colonel Walkin eo 


that the Congreſs had unanimouſly made choice 
of him to be General and commander in chief 
of the American forces, and requeſted he would 

_ accept of that employment; to which Colonel 
aa ax ings in his FR? anſwered : 


« Mr. Pref * 


Though I am truly ſenſible of the high mn 
nour done me, in this appointment, yet Ifeel 

- diſtreſs, from a conſciouſneſs that my abilities Py 15 

military experience may not be equal to the ex- 


tenſive and important truſt: However, as the 


Congreſs defire it, I will enter upon the mo- © 
mentous duty, and exert ever 
EM... in their ſervice, and for ſapport of the glori- 
= | bus cauſe. I beg they will accept my moſt cor- 
dial thanks for this diſtin . e of 
Ei, their baron. ; 


power I poſſeſs 


BY 8 — * 4 ut, 1 ome untocky e event Hould * 25 
55 pen, unfavotirable to my reputation, 1 beg ie 
may be remembered, by every gentleman in the 


1 The 3 then 8 to the choice 
1 4 a General, by ballot, and George * ; 
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not wiſh to make any 


# 


m it. I will keep an 250 = 
my expenſes. Theſe, I doub | 


diſcharge, and that is all I deſire- .. 
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| | 2125 | Ti . of the Units Cain 7 NewHanp: 5 


$0 Maſſachuſetts«E 

necticut, Nerv. Turk, 45 * Yerſey,. e 

nia, the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſ- 

5 on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
+ e and Saal. carina: s 
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To GEOR GE ® WASHINGTON, E. 
at ee. e SY 5 | 
wx, oats ſpecial truſt and confines 
- "of your patriotiſm, valour, conduct and fidelity, 
do, by theſe preſents, conſtitute and appoint 
| you to be General and Commander in Chief, 
of the army of the United Colonies, and of all 


89 forces now raiſed, or to be raiſed, by them, 5 
and of all others who ſhall voluntarily offer their 


ſervice, and j join the ſaid army for the defence 
of American liberty, and for repelling every... 
_- hoſtile invaſion thereof: And you are hereby 
_ veſted with full power and authority to act as 
you ſhall think for the 3 and welfare of the bo 
, fervige.. " 4 | 5 
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quire all officers and ſoldiers, under your com- 
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mand, to be obedient to your'orde 


gent in the exerciſe of their ſeveral duties. 4 . 


and dili- 


And we do alſo enjoin and require you, to 


be careful in executing” the great truſt repoſed 


in you, by cauſing ſtriet diſcipline and order to 


bſerved in the army, and that the ſoldiers 


be duly exerciſed, and provided with all conve- 


nient neceſſaries.” 
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And you are to regulate your conduct in 


every reſpect by the rules and diſcipline of war, 
(as herewith given you,) and punctually to o 
ſerve and follow: ſuch orde 
from time to time, a 


's and directions, 


ou ſhall receive from 


this, or a future Congreſs of theſe United Co- 


lonits, or committee of Congreſs. 
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This commiſſion to continue in force, until. 
revoked by this, or a future Congreſs. 1 


CT | 
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+ Ordered, That the ſame be fairly tranſcribed, 
fgned by the Preſident, atteſted by the Secre- | 


tary, and delivered to the General. 
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Colonies, from Nova-Scotia to 
5 aſſembled, have unani- 


of American liberty 5 
greſs doth now declare, that they 
| the faid George Waſhington, with their lives 
and fortunes in the ſame cauſe, 
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4 - letters to the PRESIDENT or 5 ConNGRESS: wok. 
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and that the ee che Jnited Colonies are * 9 7 ES 
now in actual poſſeſſion thereof. I beg leave to 
tulate You, Sir, and the honourable Con- 
greſs, on this happy event, and particularly *- 8.0 
W was effected without endangeri Ting the li „ 
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e appearance 0 
1 — 195 to be thrown up, 
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The Gn, "though it PRE ſuffered Fan * 


3 _ is not in ſo bad a” fate: as 1 09, "wa to * 1. 
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ö 1 „ 34 5 
. "As FA LY. n — had ted gf 
de town, I ordered a thouſand men, under 
the command of General Putnam, to take 
poſſeſſion of the heights, which 1 ſhall endea- 

vour to fortify in ſuch a manner as to pre 
vent their return, ſhould they attempt it.— 5 
But, as they are {fill in the harbour, I thought 
tit not prudent to marck off with the main body 
of the army until I ſhould be fully ſatisfied they 
had quitted the coaſt, I have therefore only 
detached five regiments, beſides the rifle battali- 
20 8 on, to New-York, and ſhall keep the remain- | 
der here till all * 8 their return ceaſes. 


8 a 3 
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The ſituation 5 in which I Found their works | 
exidently diſcovered that their retreat was made 
with the greateſt precipitation. They have left 
their barracks and other works of wood ge 
Bunker's-bill,” &c. all ſtanding, and have de- 
ſtroyed but a ſmall part of their lines. They 
have alſo left a number of fine pieces of cannon, 
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which they firſt ſpik a v 

wortar; and; as 1 am inf Pre, 
| thrown another over the end pf the- 1 
have employed proper perſons to drill the c gan- 
non, and doubt not I ſhall lave the T 
I am not ye t able to procure an exact llt of , 
all the ſtores they have left. A oon at it N 

be done, Ichall take care 10. nſmit it to yi 
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__ Part of t the powder, a in AE of - 
= the ſixth inſtant has already, arrived. The re-. 
mainder I have ordered to be ſtopped on *. 
road, as we ſhall have no occaſion for it here. 
The letter to General Thomas, I immediately * 

ſent to him. He deſired leave for three or 

four days, to ſettle ſome of his private . 

after which, he will ſet out for his command in 

Canada. I am happy that my conduct in inter- 

cepting Lord Drummond” I letter is N 5 

of 2 Gorge Nb WE 

1 have the bonour to be, de. = 148 
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Wax 1 wal 1 Werte add eft 
= * on the 19th inſtant updn the Evacuation of 
the town of Boſton by the mi iniſterial army, 1 
fully expected, as their retreat and embarkation , 
pere hurried and precipitate, that, before now, 


they would have departed the ben, ank .. 


been far in their paſſage to the place of deſtina- 
Bon. But, to my ſurpriſe and diſappointment, 
the fleet is ſtill in Nantaſket- road. The purpoſe 
| inducing their ſtay i is altogether unknown; nor 

can 1 ſuggeſt any ſatisfactory reaſon for it. On 
Wedneſday night laſt, before the whole of the 
fleet fell down che N antaſket, they demoliſhed 
the caſtle and houſes belonging to it, by burn. 
ing them down, and the ſeveral fortifications, f 
They left a great number of cannon, but have 
rendered all of them, except a very few, en- 
tirely uſeleſs, by breaking off the trunnions; 
and thoſe they ſpiked up: But they may be 
made ſerviceable again ;—Some are already 
done. 


MONUMENTS « on. PATRIOTISM. 19 


There are ſeyeral veſſols it the docks, which 
were taken by the enemy (ſome-with and others 
without cargoes; } which, differ. 

as their property and right. Are they 
N to N kene 3 o maki 


ing js. + Bt and eft abliſ bal — deci- | 
4 They appear to me to be highly neceſſa, 
ry In like manner, ſome of the cannon which 
— in Boſton are ſaid. to have come from "hh 
caſtle. Suppoſing them, with, thoſe remaining 
at the caſtle, to have been. purcha 


> provided 2 at the expenſe of this pro- 
| vince,—aze they nom to be N a bo. 
longing to. It, or to the x ublic? ** bee 2 87 x 
and pray "hal dreduen gw 1: am to. condu& | 
eſpe fang them. 7 5 


It bake 8 3 to me * 
was conſiderable. property, &c, belonging to 
perſons who had, from the firſt of the. preſent 
unhappy conteſt, manifeſtec an unfriendiy ang 
inveterate diſpoſition in ihe town of Boſton, } 

thought it e to a to "tht: honourable 


260 \wammoron's 


General Court upon the ſubject, that it might 
be enquired after and ſecured. A copy of the 
letter I herewith ſend you, and ſubmit it to Con- 
greſs, through you, whether they will not de- 
termine how it is to be diſpoſed of, and as to 

the — of the _—_ ariſing from the 

fale'© ine ud e 


* A ſoon as the town was er by the 
enemy, I judged it adviſeable to ſecure the ſe- | 
veral heights, leſt they ſhould attempt to return; 
and, for this purpoſe, have cauſed a large and 
ſtrong work to be thrown up on Fort-hill, a poſt 
of great importance, as it commands the whole 
harbour, and, when fortified, if properly ſup- 

 . Ported, will greatly annoy any fleet the enemy 
may ſend againſt the town, and render the land- 
ing of their troops exceedingly difficult, if not 
impracticable. This work is almoſt done, and 
in a little time will be complete: And, that the 
communication between the town and country 
may be free and open, I have ordered all the 
lines upon the neck to be immediately deſtroy- 
ed, and the other works on the ſides of the 
town fading the country, that the inhabitants 
from the latter may not be impeded, and afford- 
* an eaſy entrance, in caſe the enemy ſhould 


gain poſeſſion WR ny 
ters I conceived to be within the line of 41 Naeh, 
of which I adviſed the General Ce 


ſures as they might think neceſſary for ſecuring 
the town againſt the hoſtile deſigns of the ene- 
kD Eno ines 


4 

«Xt 4 U x 5 A * v 
£ 3 3 T 

4 — h 1 95 a; e 1 5 N 


1 n juſt Seen an inventory of TREE! and | 
property belonging to the crown, which the e. | 
nemy left in Boſton, at the caſtle and Bunker's- | 
hill, which I have the honour to tranſmit you: 
and ſhall give ſtri& orders that a careful atten- 


tion be had to any more that may be found. I 


ſhall take ſuch precautions reſpecting them, that | 


they may be ſecured, and turn to the public 
2 ak, : 


a Mr. Bulfinch from W who . a0 a 
put into my hands 


clerk to Mr. * * *, havi Ig 


a liſt of rations FOR the Saturday before the 
troops evacuated the town, I have incloſed it for 
your inſpection. He ſays, neither the ſtaff offi- 
cers nor women are included in the liſt ; from 
| which it appears that their number 1 1s is 

| than we had an idea of. Fo 


commended to their attention ſuch ob mea - 


ch as poſſible, or circumſtances - *'. 


22 - | WASHINGTON'S 


8 There have been ſo many accounts from 
| 1. Al. agreeing that commiſſioners are 
to Americas to: propoſe terms for an.ac- 

on, as they ſay—that Jam inclined to 

think the ee their arrival get very. far. off. 
(Which probably will 

be the caſe if ey come to America at all) I ſhall 
be under much embarraſſment reſpecting the 
manner of receiving them, and the mode of 
treatment that ought to be uſed. I therefore 
pray that Congreſs will give me directions, and 
point out the line of conduct to be purſued— 
whether they are to be conſidered as ambaſſa- 
dors, and to have a paſs or permit for repairing 
through the country to Philadelphia or to any 
other place or whether they are to be reſtrained 
in any and what manner. I ſhall anxiouſly wait 
their orders, and, whatever they are, nr 
with them literally. 


1 have the honor to be, &c. 
. WASHINGTON. 


— 4— —— —é— 1 
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Reſolved, That che tt 
n their own name, and in the name of the 
thirteen United Colonies, whom they repreſent, 
de preſented to his excellency Gen. Waſhington, 
and the officers and ſoldiers under his command, 
for their wiſe and ſpirited, conduct in the ſiege 
and acquiſition of Boſton; and that a medal of 
gold be ſtruck in commemoration of this great 
event, and preſented to his excellency; and that 
a committee of three be appointed to prepare a 
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The Gznznral's communication to Concarss, 
reſpecting his refuſal of a letter from LorD 


_ Hows, improperiy addrefſed—— Conc RESS | 
| Sy, _—_ of- his conduct on the occaſion. 


el, vu 14. 1776. 


 Anovt three 0 clock this morning I was 

| Informed that a flag from lord Howe was coming 
8 up, an and waited with two of our whale- boats, 
until directions ſhould be given. I immediate 
ly convened ſuch of the general officers as were 

not upon other duty, who agreed in opinion 

that 1 ought not to receive any letter directed to 

me as a private gentleman : But if otherwiſe, 


and the officer defired to come up to deliver the 


letter himſelf, as was ſuggeſted, he ſhould come 


under a2 ſafe - conduct. Upon this, I directed 


colonel Reed to go down and manage the affair, 
under the above RAN inſtruction. 


12 on his return, — informed me, that, after 
the common civilities, the officer acquainted 


him that he had a letter from lord Howe to Mr. 


Waſhington, which he ſhewed under a ſuper- 
ſcription, © To George Waſbington, eſquire. Co- 
lonel Reed replied there was no ſuch perſon 


- 


#5 


ov ve 9 \ PATRIOTIIN. 


In the army, and that a letter intended for the 
general could not be received under ſuch a di- 
rection. T he officer expreſſed great concern 
ſaid it was a letter rather of a civil than military 
nature that lord Howe regretted he had not 
arrived ſooner—that he (lord Howe) had great 
powers. The anxiety tc Have the letter recei- 
ved was very evident, though the officer diſclaim- 
ed all knowledge of its contents... However, 
colonel Reed's inſtructions being poſitive, theß 
parted. After they had got ſome diſtance, te 
officer with the flag again put about, and aſked 
under what direction Mr. Waſhington choſe to 
be addreſſed: to which colonel Reed anſwered, | 
his ſtation was well known, and that certainly 
they could he at no loſs how tb direct to him. 
The officer ſaid they knew it and lamented it; 
and again repeated his wiſh that the letter « could 
be received. Colonel Reed told him a proper 3 
direction would obviate all difficulties, and that 
this was no new matter—this. ſubje& having 
been fully diſcuſſed in the courſe of the laſt year; 
of which lord Howe could not be i ignorant: 1 
va ouch they parted. 


1 would not upon any occaſion facrifice el- 
ſentials to e; ; I in this 3 the 


* 2 N 
a 7h 


WASHING TON*s- 
* 


deemed it a duty to my country and my appoi 


ment, to inſiſt upon that reſpect, which, in any | 


other than a public view, I would willingly have 
waved. Nor do I doubt, but, from the ſuppo- 
ſed nature of the me ge, and the anxiety ex- 
preſſed, they will either repeat their flag, or 


fall upon ſome mode to communicate the i . 


1 l of i it. 


| Reſolved, That General Waſkington, i in re- 
fuſing to receive a letter ſaid to be ſent from 
lord Howe, addreſſed to George Waſhington, 


Efq.” acted with a dignity becoming his ſtation; 


and, therefore, this Congreſs do highly approve 
the ſame; and do direct, that no letter © or meſ⸗ 


s enemy, 1 the Ge in Chief, 


or others, the commanders of the American 


army, but ſuch as ſhall be directed to them in 
| me n. is N ſuſtain. 0 


opinion of others concurring with my own, 1 
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MONUMENTS er - PATRIOTISM. 


General an 


Head: { 9 7 1 
Tuęſdoy, March 11, 1783. 


THE Command in Chief, having hand * 
that a general meeting of the officers of the ar- 7 
my was propoſed to be held this day at the new ' 
building, in. an anonymous paper- which,.w ..— 
circulated. yeſterday by ſome unknown — = : | i] 
conceives, hgh; he is. Eat. perſuaded that 3 


to pay very little attention to ſuch: an N : 
invitation, his duty, as well as the reputation 
and true intereſt of the army, requires his dif- - . 
approbation of ſuch diſorderly proceedings. at 
the ſame time he requeſts the general and fiele 
officers, with one officer from each company,” © | 
and a proper repreſentation from the ſtaff of -; 
the army, will aſſemble at twelve o clock on 
Saturday next, at the new building, to bear = q 
the report of the committee of * army to 5 1 FA f . ö 


/ 


a | wammoerow's 


Congreſs. After mature deliberation, they will 

deviſe what further meaſures ought to be adopt-' 
ed as molt rational and beſt calculated to attain 

the juſt and important object in view. The ſe- 

nior officer in rank, preſent, will be pleaſed to 
preſide, and report the reſult of the delibers: 
tions to the commander i in chief. | 


P 


„ bh 
251 © 


| Contonment, 1 «th * , I 7 8 3 
4 W214 8 of the arthy being end 
deere to a general order of the 11th inſtant, 
the honourable Major General Gates, Preſident, 
His Excellency the Commander i in Chief was 
4 fe. addreſs the meeting as follows : 5 


| oma, i 

Bx an anonymous ſummons, an attempt has 
een made to convene you together. How in- 
conſtſtent with the rules of propriety, how un- 
military and how ſubverſive of all order and aiſ- 
cipline, let the good ſenſe of the wen | de⸗ 
+, Cide, _ 


A AF 


MONUMENTS- or PATRIOTISM. 


In the moment of this ſummons, ang 
anonymous production was ſent into circulation, 
addreſſed more to the feelings and paſſions than 
to the reaſon and judgment of the army. The 
author of the piece is entitled to much credit for 
the goodneſs of his pen; and I could wiſh he 
had as much credit for the rectitude of his heart; 
for, as men ſee through different optics; and 
are induced by the reflecting faculties of the 
mind, to uſe different means to attain the am 
end, the author of the addreſs ſhould have had _ * 
more charity than to mark for ſuſpicion the mn  } 
who ſhould recommend moderation and longer 
forbearance, or, in other words, who. you, = 9 
not think as he thinks, and act as he adviſes,” 
But he had another plan in view, in which can- 
dor and liberality of ſentiment, regard to juſtice 
and love of country, have no part: and he was 
right to inſinuate the darkeſt ſuſpicion to effect 
the blackeſt deſigns. That the addreſs is drawn 
with great art, and is deſigned to anſwer the 
moſt inſidious purpoſes; that it is calculated to 
impreſs the mind with an idea of premeditated +» © 
injuſtice in the ſovereign power of the Unite 
States, and rouſe all thoſe reſentments which . © * += 
muſt unavoidably flow from ſuch a belief; that 1 
the ſecret mover of this ſcheme, whoever he | 


ze L wenne rose 


4 be, intended to * advantage of the paſ- 
ions, while they were warmed by the recollec- 

tion of paſt diſtreſſes, without giving time for 
cool, deliberative thinking; and that compoſure 
of mind which is ſo neceſſary to give dignity and 
ſtability to meaſures, is rendered too. obvious, 
by the mode of conducting the buſineſs, to need 
hu nnd than a een to the eee 15 


* 


1 ts: 65: e I have thought it 


- incumbent on me to obſerve to you, toſhew upon 
what principles I oppoſed the irregular and haſty 
meeting which was propoſed to have been held 


on Tueſday: laſt, and not becauſe I wanted a dif- 


- * "poſition to give you every opportunity, conſiſt- 


ent with your own honour, and the dignity of 


the army, to make known your grievances. If 
my conduct heretofore has not evinced to you, 
that I have been a faithful friend to the army, 
my declaration of it at this time would be equal- 
Iy unavailing and improper. But as I was a- 
mong the firſt who embarked. in the cauſe of 


our common country; as I have never left your 


fide one moment, but when called from you on 
public duty; as 1 have been the conſtant com- 
panion and witneſs of your diſtreſſes, and not 


- among the laſt to feel and acknowledge your 


* 
4 
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merits; as I have ever conſidered my own mili- 
tary reputation as inſeparably connected with 
that of the army; as my heart hav ever expand- 
ed with joy when I have heard its praiſes, and 
my indignation has ariſen when the mouth of 
detraction has been opened againſt it, it can 


ſearcely be ſuppoſed, at this laſt ſtage of the _ 


war, that I am indifferent to its intereſts. ' But 
how are they to be promoted? The way is plain, 
ſays the anonymous addreſſer. If war con- 1 
tinues, remove into the unſettled country; 
there eſtabliſh yourſelves and leave an un- 
grateful country to defend itſelf,” —But who 
are they to defend? Our wives, our chil- 
dren, our farms om other property which we 
leave behind us ? or, in this ſtare of hoſtile ſe- 
paration, are we to take the two firſt, (the lat- - 
ter cannot be removed) to periſh in a wilderneſs 
with hunger, cold and nakedneſs? If peace 
takes place, never ſheath your ſwords,” ſays he, 
< until you have obtained full and ample juſ- | 
tice.” This dreadful alternative of either de- 
ſerting our country in the extremeſt hour. of 
her diſtreſs, or turning our arms againſt it 
which is the apparent object, unleſs Congreſs 
can be compelled into inſtant compliance, has 
ſomething ſo- ſhocking in it, that n re- 


. 


x 


. 


, 


„ee resse 


Et 


volts at the idea. My God; what can this 


_ writer, have in view, by recommending. ſuch 


* 


meaſures ?. Can he be a friend to the army ? | 


Can he be a friend to this country ? Rather is 
he not an inſidious foe ? Some emiſſary perhaps, 


from New-York, plotting the. ruin of both, by 
ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord and ſeparation be- 
tween the civil and military powers of the con- 
tinent ? and what a compliment does he pay to 


7 our underſtandings, when he recommends mea» 5 
ſures in either alternative, impracticable in their 
nature? But, here, gentlemen, I will drop the 


curtain, becauſe it would be as imprudent in me 
to OK my 115 aſons for chis nien, as ĩt would. 


16-89 <« 


ſtood i in . of enn, W moment” $ reflettion 


will convince every. diſpaſſionate mind of the f 5 


phyſical impoſlibility of carrying either pro 


into execution. There might, gentlemen, be 


an impropriety in my taking notice, in this ad- 


dreſs to you, of an anonymous production: — 
but the manner in which that performance has 
been introduced to the army, the effect it was 
intended to have, together with ſome other cir- 


cumſtances, will amply juſtify my obſervation 
on — tendency of that ins, 


‚ / 
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. | NONUMENTS or SATRIOTISM. 1 


With reſpe& to 45 advice given by the au- 
| thor, to ſuſpe& the man who ſhall ee 
moderate meaſures and longer forbearance, A. 
ſpurn it, as every man who regards that liberty "ol 
and reyeres that juttice for which we contend, 
undoubtedly muſt; for, if men are to be pre. OM 
cluded from offering their ſentiments on a mat- 

ter which may involve the moſt ſerious and a- 
larming conſequences that can invite the conſi- 
deration of mankind, reaſon is of no uſe to se 
The freedom of ſpeech may be taken away, and, "3 
dumb and ſilent, we may be led, like ſheep, to 2 2 
the ſlaughter. I cannot, in juſtice to my own . ; - 
belief, and what I have great reaſen to conceive 
is the intention of Congreſs, conclude this ad- 

dreſs, without giving it as my decided opinion, 

that, that honorable body entertain exalted ſen- 

timents of the dene of the army, and from a 
full conviction of its merits and ſufferings, will! 
do it complete juſtice: That ui endeavours to 


diſcover and eſtabliſh funds for this xrpoſe + - ; 
have been unwearied, and will nt eſs illthey, 
have — 1 have not a doubt. 0 


- Bai: like all 5 — bodies, where wers „ 
is a variety of different intereſts to reconcile, gh 7 
their determinations are ſowe Why then ſhould 
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0 them? And in 3 of that 
Giſtruſt, adopt meaſures which may caſt a ſhade 
ever chat glory which has been ſo juſtly acquired, 
1 tarniſh the reputation an army which is 
celebrated through all un for its fortitude. 
"at patriotiſm? And for what is this done? 
Io bring the object we ſeck nearer? No, molt 
7 eoriainly, 1 in my opinion, it will caſt it at a great» 
er diſtance, For myſelf, and I take no merit 
in giving the aſſurance, being induced to it from 
principles of gratitude, veracity and juſtice, a 
grateful ſenſe of the confidence you have ever 
2 placed in me, a recollection of the cheerful aſ - 
3 5 ſiqſtance and prompt obedience I have experien- 
| cee from you, under every viciſſitude of fortune, 
and the ſincere affection I feel for an army I 
have ſo long had the honour to command, will 
15 oblige me to declare, in this public and ſolemn 
manner, that in the attainment of complete = 
tice for all your toils and dangers, and in the 
 . gratification of every wiſh, ſo far as may be done 
_. conſiſtently with the great duty I owe my coun- 
try, and thoſe powers we are bound to reſpect, 
you may freely command my ſervices to the ut- 
moſt extent n _ Mary a 


White I 1 give yor' thels nee, a 


PPP. 
to exert whatever ability 1 am poſſeſſed of i in 
your favour, let me entreat you, 'gentlemen, on 
your part, not to take any meaſures, which, 
viewed in the calm light of reaſonz- will 1efſen 
the dignity, and fully the glory you have * 
therto maintained. Let me requeſt you to re- 
ly on the plighted faith of you country, and 


place a full confidencein the purity of the i in t 4 5 T "> ö 


tions of Congreſs; that, previous to your an 
ſolution as an army, they will cauſe all our ac- 
counts to be fairly liquidated, as directed in the 

reſolutions which were publiſhed. to you two. 
days ago; and that they will adopt the moſt 


effectual meaſures in their power to render am. RY 1 


ple juſtice to you for your faithful and merito- 
rious ſervices. And let me conjure you, in the 
name of our common country, as you value your 


con ſacred honour, as you reſpect the rights of 


humanity, and as you regard the military and 


national character of America, to expreſs your 5 * 


utmoſt horror and deteſtation of the man, Wo 
wiſhes, under any ſpecious pretences, to over- 
turn the liberties of our country; and who 
wickedly attempts to open the flood gates of 
evil CO * ee our Fg — * 


WASHINGTON's 


- By thus determining, and thus acting, you i 
will purſue the plain and direct road to the at- 
ſainment of your wiſhes; you will defeat the 

inſiduous defigns of our enemies, who are com- 
pelled to reſort from open force to ſecret arti- 
fice. You will give one more diſtinguiſhed proof 

of unexampled patriotiſm and patient virtue, 
riſing ſuperior to the preſſure of the moſt com- 
plicated ſufferings : And you will, by the dig- 

nity of your conduct, afford occaſion for poſte- 
rity to ſay, when ſpeaking of the glorious ex- 

_ ample you have exhibited to mankind—* had 

this day been wanting, the world had never ſeen 


the laſt ſtage of perfection to which en na- 
ture is — of As” | 


| "Hai . des a on mo- 
tion by General Knox, ſeconded by Gn 
i - 


r That Goin unanimous aa of he: 
os of the army be preſented to his excellen- 
cy the Commander in Chief, for his excellent 
addreſs, and the communication he has been 

pleaſed to make them; that he be aſſured 

that the officers reciprocate his affectionate ex- 

preſſions, with the greateſt ſincerity of which 
the human heart is __ 


{ 
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Tue addreſs from the army to Congreſs— 
the report of the committee from the army 
and the reſolutions of Congreſs of 2 5th Januaryg, 


„„ 


m—— 


On a motion * general Dane F cond 
by g Hands 


| ated, That a ee bes 3 Ig —ͤ 
 mediately to draw up ſome reſolutions expreſſive | 
of the buſineſs before us, and to report in half 
an hour; that this committee conſiſt of one ge- | 
neral officer, one field officer, and one captain 
and that general Knox, colonel. Brooks and 
captain * i the ſaid wn 


The en. of the committee being broughe | 
in, and fully nne. 2 . 1 
Keęſolved 3 That, at the com- 
mencement of the preſent war, the officers of | 
the American army engaged in the ſervice of 
their country from the pureſt love and attach- 
ment to the rights and liberties of human nature, 
which motives {till exiſt in the higheſt, degree; 
and that no circumſtances of diſtreſs or danger. 
ſhall induce a conduct that may tend to fully - 


* 


 WASHINGTON's 


' the reputation and glory which they hare acqui- 
red, at the price of their blood and eight you | 
Aaithful ſervices. „ 


| Reſiboed unanimouſly, That the army conti- i 
nue to have an unſhaken confidence in the juf- 
ice of Congreſs and their country, and are fully 
convinced that the repreſentatives of 3 
ot diſband or diſperſe the army until their 
accounts are liquidated, the balances accurately 
aſcertairied, and adequate funds eſtabliſhed for 
payment, and, in this arrangement, the officers 
expect that the half pay, or a commutation of 
1 it, ſhould be ä e e * iS q 
- | Refalued e That his e 
the Commander in Chief be requſted to write 
to his excellency the Preſident of Congreſs, 
earneſtly entreating the moſt ſpeedy deciſion of 
that honourable body, upon the ſubje&s of our 
Atte addreſs, which was forwarded by a commit- 
_ » tee of the army, ſome of whom are waiting upon 
q . Congreſs for the reſult. In the alternative of 
peace or war, this event would be highly ſatiſ- 
s. ory, and produce immediate tranquility in 
ue minds of the army, and prevent any further 
machinations of deſignir 8 men, to ſow diſcord 
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between the civil and an 7 powers. of the | 
Vnited States. 

On motion, 1 
| Reſolved unanimouſly, That the officers of this 

American army, view with abhorrence, and re- 
jet with, diſdain, the infamous . propoſitions . 
contained in. a late ayonymous addreſs to the 
officers of the army, and reſent, with - indigna» 
tion, the-ſecret attempts of ſome unknown 1 
ſons to collect the officers together, in a man- 
ner nee een of all 1 ang on 


FS. * 
, | a „„ a SS 
he. 2. 


Reed un nes That the hanks 5 * 


the officers of the army be given to the commit- 
tee who preſented to Congreſs the late addreſs 

of the army, for the wiſdom and prudence with 
which they have conducted that buſineſs ; and 


- tranſmitted by the Preſident to Major Genera 
M Dougall; and that che be requeſted to conti - 
nue his ſolicitations at Cangreſs, until the * 
. of his miſſion are accompliſhed. - 


"The meeting was then diſſolved. > 


Anat GATES, Maj. 8 
„ Profden. 


* 


> 


that a"copy of the proceedings of this day be 


ha. . 
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ber Which I had the 
ointment in the ſervice of © | 
my” country, ben Sebi 1 am no- 
preparing to reſign it into the hands of Con · 
greſs, and return to that domeſtic retirement, 
which, it is well known, I left with the greateſt 
Feluctance; a retirememt for which I have ne- 
ver ceaſed to ſigh through a long and painful 
= abſence, in which (remote from the noiſe and FP 
= . trouble of the world) I meditate to paſs the 
= . © remainder, of life in a ſtate of undiſturbed, k 
| _— But, before F carry this refolution into 


| * . ; f 4 


5 
= 
* 
To 
: : \ 
k 
9 1 
as 4 
* ; 


pu 


=, 
—— 
4 
2 
. 
. 
* 


4 


| by, United States, to take my leave of your Excel- 8 ; 
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| magnitude of the prize we contended for, the 
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effedt,. I think it a duty incumbent on me to 

make this my laſt official communication, to 
congratulate you on the glorious events whichy, 
Heaven has been pleaſed to produce in our fa- 

vour, to offer my ſentiments reſpecting omg 
important ſubjects, which appear to me to be 
intimately connected with the tranquiſity of the 


| lency as 2 publie chat Mer, and to give my final 
| bleſſing to that country in whoſe ſeryice I have? 
| ſpent the prime of my I for whoſe ſake I | have, 
_conſumed ſo many anxious days and watchful. 
f nights; ; ang whoſe happineſs, being extremely. 
dear to me, will always conſtitute no binconſider- os 


2 | 48 2 8 
| 1 with de "livelieft ſenſibility o on this „ 
. occaſion, I will claim the indulgence EE 
ol dilating the more copiouſly on the ſubje& of 
our mutual ſolicitation. When we conſider Mo 2 


doubtful. nature of the gonteſt, and the favour- SE 
able manner in which it has terminated ;. we 
- ſhall find the greateſt poſſible reaſon for grati- 
tude and rejoicing : This is a theme phat will 
afford infinite delight to every benevolent and 
liberal mind, whether ** event in contempla · 
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ton be Ree as a fource of pre ſent enjoy - 

TO Is ment, or the parent of future happineſs ; and 
oe ſhall have equal occaſion to felicitate our- 

| ſelves on the lot which Providence has non 
us, whether we view it in a nerd, a poligcal,” 
or r moral int of vier. „ 
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| | Thee citizens of Adele, tices? in the OY 
- enviable condition, as the ſole lords and propri- 
ctors of a vaſt tra of continent, comprehend- - 
ing all the various ſoils and climate of the 
world, and abounding with all the neceſſaries 
and conveniencies of life, are now, by the late 
/ + fatisfatory pacification; acknowledged to be 
pʒoſſeſſed of abſolute freedom and independency; » 
bey are from this period to be conſidered as the 
Actors on a moſt conſpicuous theatre, which 
| ſeems to be peculiarly deſigned by Providence 
for the diſplay of human yreatiieſs and felicity: 
Here they are not only farrounded with every 
tting that can contribute to the completion of © 4 
5 n and domeſtic enjoyment,” but Heaven 
has crowned all its other bleſſings, by giving a F 
furer opportunity for political happineſs - than 
any other nation has ever been favoured with. 13 
Nothing can illuſtrate theſe obſervations more 

_ - forcibly tlran the recollectioꝝ of che happy con- ; 
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junQure of times and circumſtances, under 5 
which our Republic aſſumed its rank among the 2 | 
nations. The foundation of our empire „ 
not laid in a gloomy age of ignorance and ſu- + + 
perſtition, but at an epocha when the rights of 5 "MN 1 
mankind were better underſtood. and more 
clearly defined, than at any formet period: gf a 
Reſearches of the humgn mind after ſocial hap- 
pineſs have been carried to a great extent: The 
treaſures of knowledge acquired by the labour# 
of philoſophers, ſages, and legiſlators, through 
a long ſucceſſion of years, are laid open for uſe, 
and their collected wiſdom may be happily ap - 
plied in the eſtabliſhment of our forms at go 
vernment: The free cultivation of lgtters, the 
unbounded extenſion. of commerce, the pro- 
: greſſire refinement gf. manners, the growing 
 liberality of ſentiment,” and, above all, the pure 
and benign light of revelation, have had a me- 
lüorating influence on mankind, and increaſed : 75 
the bleſſings of ſociety. At this auſpicious pe- 
riod the United States came into exiſtence asa 
nation, and if their citizens ſhould not be com 
pletely free and happy, Ne fault wall be , TR 
| their own. „ 
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thſta ding the cup of bleſſing 
hed out to us—notwithſtanding hap- 

- pineſs is ours, if we have a diſpoſition to ſeize 
the 'occaſion, and make i it our own; yet it ap- 
pears to me, there is an option til lett to the 
United States of America, whether they will be 

reſpectable and proſperous, or contemptible 

and miſerable as a nation. This is the time of 
© » their political probation; this is the moment, 
vhen the eyes of the whole world : are turned up- 
on them ; this is the time to eſtabliſh 'or- ruin 
their national character forever; this is the Far : 
vourable moment to give ſuch a tone to the | 
Federal Government, as will enable it to anſwer 
- the ends of its inſtitution; or this may be the 
ill-fated moment for relaxing the powers of the 
Union, afinihilating the cement of the Confe. / 
eration, - and expoſing 1 us to become the 70 
of European politics, which may play one State 
againſt another, to prevent their growing im-. 
portance, and to ſerve their own intereſted 
purpoſes. For, according te the ſyſtem of po 
licy the States ſhall adopt at this moment, they 
will ſtand or fall; and, by their confirmation 5 
or lapſe, it is yet to be decided, whether the re- 7 
volution muſt ultimately be conſidered as a blef-⸗ 
. fing'or a curſe j a * or a * the 
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With this avian of hs importance of 
the preſent criſis, ſilence in me would be acrime. 
I will therefore ſpeak to your Excellency the 
language of freedom and ſincerity, without diſ- 
guſe- Lam aware, however, - thoſe who. differ 
from me in political ſentiments, may perhaps 
reinark; I am ſtepping out of the proper line Cr 
duty; and they may- poſſibly aſcribe to arro- 
gance or oſtentation, what 1 Snow” is alone the 
reſult of the pureſt intention; but the rectitude 
of my own heart, which diſdains ſuch unworthy _ 

motives—the part I have hitherto aftedin life— , 
the determination I have formed of not taking 
any ſnare in public buſineſs hereafter—the ardent 
 defire 1 feel and ſhall continue to manifeſt, ö 
quietly enjoying in private life, after all the 
| toils of war, the benefits of a wiſe and N 
government, —will, I flatter myſelf, ſooner or 
later, 'convince my countrymen, that I could 
have no ſiniſter views in delivering, with ſo B 
tle relate, the. . contained i in Un Ads, 
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2 to ſay, to the exiſtence: of the United 
States, as an e Poe: 


[= EY An indiffoluble union of = States un- 
2 for one e head. - e . * } 


* 
= 
2 


0. A kacred regard to le! lde. 


* ah. The adoggion of a x proper peace esta- 


41 The bn of. har Wedge and 
2 diſpoſition among the people of the 
Vnited States, which will induce themes forget 
their local prejudices and policies to make 
thoſe mutual coriceſſions which ate 8 to 
the general proſperity, and, in ſome inſtances, ; 
to ſacrifice their individual advantages to the 
Intereſt of mn. Ent Word 


Ted Theſe are the phon which the nk * 
„ fabric of our independency and national charac- 
ter muſt be ſupported. Liberty is the | baſis, 
+ and whoever would dare to ſap the foundation, 
or overturn the ſtructure, under whatever ſpe- 
cious pretext bs £ mag; ene. it, will ori the 
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bittereſt execration and the ſevedelt zuniſhment — 
which e can n be nad * his injured ou. FE 


ie nent Eunice Letlimabac fo * 
obſervations, leaving the laſt to the good ſenſe — 
and ſerious confideration of thoſe immediately 
coo F e "dog *; 

+ 
| Under ons firſt head, 1 i nay 6 
de neceſſary or proper for me in this place to 
enter into a particular diſquiſition of the prin- 
ciples of the Union, and to take up the great 
queſtion which has been frequently agitated, 
whether it be expedient and requiſite for the 
States to delegate a large proportion of power 
to Congreſs, or not; yet it will be a part of my 
duty, and that of every true Patriot, to aſſert, 
without reſerve, and t6 inſiſt upon the following 
poſitions: That unleſs the States will ſuffer „ 
Congreſs to exerciſe thoſe prerogatives they are FE I 
undoubtedly inveſted with by the conſtitution, * . | 
every thing muſt very xapidly tend to anarchy.» | 


| 


end confuſion. —That it is indiſpenſable to the ]“ 
. .. happineſs of the individual States, that ther. 1 
1 


| ſhould be lodged, ſomewhere, a ſupreme pow- 
er, to regulate and govern the general concerns 
of the n 2 wah, the „ 
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muſt be a faithful and pbinted compliance on 
the part of every State with the late propoſals 
and demands of Congreſs, or the moſt fatal 
= conſequences will enſue. That whatever,mea- 
ſures have a tendency to diſſolve the union, or 
contribute to violate or leſſen the ſovereign au · 
thority, ought to be conſidered as hoſtile to the 
liberty and independency of America, and the 
authors of them treated acgordingly.— And 
laſtly, that unleſs we can be enabled by the con - 
currence of the States to participate of the fruits 
of tlie revolution, and enjoy the eſſential bene, 
fits of civil ſociety, under a form of govern» 
ment fo free and uncorrupted, ſo happily:guard- 
ed againſt the danger of oppreſſion, as has been 
deviſed and adopted by the articles of confede- 
ration, it will be a ſubje& of regret, that ſo 
much blood and treaſure have been laviſhed for 
| no. purpoſe; that ſo many ſufferings have been 
4 5 encountered without a compenſation, and that 
| ſo many. ſacrifices have been made in Vain, 
— Many other conſiderations might here be ads 
| 1 duced to prove, that without an entire confor- . 
bt , mity to the ſpirit of the Union, we cannot exiſt 
q 8 an independent power. It will be ſufficient 
"for I ee to e but one or two, 
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which ſeem to me of the greateſt inpbrignces” FP; 

It is only in our united character, as an empire, FE. 2 

chat our independence is acknowledged, that 
our power can be regarded, or our eredit ſup- — 
ported among foreign nations. The treaties of — "of 
the European powers with the United States of 
America, will have no validity on tfie diſſolu-- 

tion of the Union We hall be left nearly in 
a ſtate of nature; or we may find; by our . ir 
unhappy experience, that there is a natural and 

_ ficeeſſary progreffion from the extreme of anar- 
chy to the extreme of tyranny; and that arbi- 
trary power is moſt eaſily eſtabliſhed on the if. 
ins of "OE cer to licentiouſneſs. 
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"Ab te dhe Sion arbele, which reſpect. 


— of public 1 ti 5 8 ongreſ hk ae, 
in their late addreſs t tie United States, zimoſt 
exhaufted the "ſabje@: 5 * Have explained 
heir ideas ſo fully, ah Sfoihed che Ch 
ligatians the States are ende ie fende complete 
juſtice to all the publie ereditors, with fo much 
dignity and energy, that in my — Wo real 955 

friend to the honor an ndep cy 
rica cafi heſitate a ſingle me 
L of 1 Fith the T7 and 7 2 | 
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ments do not produce conviction, I know of 
nothing that will have greater influence, eſpeci- 
ally when we refle& that the ſyſtem referred to, 
being the reſult of the collected wiſdom. of the 
continent, muſt be eſteemed, if not perfect, 
certainly the leaſt objectionable of any that 
could be deviſed; and that, if it ſhould not be 
carried into immediate execution, a national 
bankruptcy, with all its deplorable conſequences, 
will take place, before any different plan can 
poſſibly be propoſed or adopted; ſo preſſing are 
the preſent circumſtances, and ſuch is the als 
ternative now offered to the States. 


The ability of the e to diſcharge the 5 
debts which have been incurred in its defence, is 
not to be doubted. An inclination, I flatter my- 
ſelf, will not be wanting; the path of our duty is | 
plain before us ; honeſty will be found, on e- 
very experiment, to be the beſt and only true 
PO Let us then, as a nation; be juſt; let | 

us fulfil the public contracts which Congreſs 
had undoubtedly a right to make for the pur- 
poſe offcarrying on the war, with the ſame good 
faith we ſuppoſe ourſelves bound to perform 
4 our private engagements. In the mean time 
Mp let an attention to che cheerful performance of 
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wdmeir proper buſineſs, às individuals, and as 
members of ſociety, be earneſtly ineulcated on 
the citizens of America; then will they ſtrength» 
en the bands of government, and be happy 
under its protection. Every one will reap the 
fruit / of his labours; every one will enjoy his 
own acquiſitions, without nene . 


* 


out 1 RY, oo SH Sa a #: 
F : | 7 5 
ni this t abſolute "Rt and effect 
ſecurity, who will grudge to yield a very ws 
of his property to ſupport the common interests 3 
of ſociety, and enſure the protection of goverts 
ment? Who does not remember the frequent | 
declarations at the commencement of the war, 
that we ſhould be completely ſatisfied, if at the 
expenſe of one half, we could defend the re- 
mainder of our poſſeſſions ? ? "Where is the man 
to be found, who es to remain indebted 
for the defence of his own perſon and property 
to the exertions, the bravery, and the blood of 
others; without making one generous effort to 
pay the debt of honour and of gratitude? In 
what part of the continent ſhall we find any 
man, or body of men, who would not bluſh to 
| s$tand up; and propoſe meaſures purpoſely calcu- 
| lated to rob the ſoldier of his stipend, and the 
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| public un of his due? And were it 1 poſlble + 
that ſuch a flagrant instance of injustice could 
eyer happen, would it, not excite the general 
indignation, and tend to bring down, upon 
the authars of ſuch meaſures, the aggravated 
5 vengeance of Heaven? If, after all, a ſpirit of 
i Adliſunion, or a temper of obxtinacy and perverſe - 
1 - nefs ſhould manifest itſelf in any of the States; 
if ſuch an ungracious diſpoſition ſhould attempt 
to frustrate all the happy effects that might be 
expected to flow from the Union; if there ſhould 
be a refuſal to comply with the requiſitions for 
ftunds to. diſcharge the annual interest of the 
public debts, and if that refuſal ſhould revive all 
| thoſe jealouſies, and produce allthoſe evils which 
are now happily removed—Congreſs, who have 
; in all their tranfactions ſhewn a great degree f 
magnanimity and juſtice, will ſtand juſtified in 
| 2 t of Ged and man! And that State a- 
lane, which puts itſelf in oppoſition to the age 
gregate wiſdom of the continent, and follows 
uch miſtaken and pernicious councils, will be 
at 1Þ for all the 2 — ”” 7” 
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_ of my country; having, in conſequence 
my fixed belief, in ſome. meaſure, pledged my⸗ 8 5 
ſelf to the army, that their country would ſinally 
do them complete and ample juſtice, and not 
willing to conceal any inſtance of my official 
conduct from the eyes of the world, L have 
thought proper to tranſmit to your Excellency , 
the incloſed collection of papers, relative to the 
half. pay and commutation granted by Congrels 
to the officers of the army : From theſe cummu - 
nications, my decided ſentiment will be clearly 
comprehended, together with the concluſive 115 
reaſons, which induced me at an early period, to 
recommend the adoption of this meaſure in the 1 
moſt earneſt and ſerious manner. As the pro- 
ceedings of Congreſs, the arg and myſelf, 6 
are open to all, and contain, in my opinion, 
ſufficient information t6 remove the prejudice” 
and errors which may have been entertained by 
any, Fthink it unneceſlary to lay atly thing more, 
than juſt to obſerve, that the reſolutions of Con- 
greſs, now alluded to, are as undoubtedly and 
_ abſolutely binding upon the United States, as 

the moſt ſolemn acts of confederation or legiſ- 
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in ſome Dae prevailed, that the half-pay 
and commutatſon are to be regarded merely in 
the odious light of a penſion, it ought to be 
exploded forever : That proviſion ſhould be 
viewed, as it really was, a reaſonable compen 
ſation offered by Congreſs, at a time when they 
had nothing elſe to give to'officers of the army, 
for ſervifes then to be performed: It was the 
only means to prevent a total derilection of the 
ſervice; it was a part of their hire. I may be 
allowed to ſay, it was the price of their blood, 
and of your independency ; it is therefore more 
than a common debt, it is a debt of honour ; 


it can never be conſidered as a penſion or gra · 


wirr, nor cancelled until it is ny een 


f With . to 1 diſtinction between oſſi 
cerg and ſoldiers, it is ſufficient that the uniform 
experience of every nation of the world, com- 
bined with our own, proves the utility and pro- 
priety of the diſcrimination. Rewards, in pro- 
portion to the aid the public draws from them, 
are unqueſtionably due to all its ſervants. In 
ſome lines, the ſoldiers have perhaps generally 
had as ample compenſation for their ſervices, by 
the large bounties which have been paid them, 
as their officers will receive in the propoſed com- 
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ba in others, if beſides! the donations 

of land, the payment of arrearages of cloathing 

and wages (in which articles all the component 

parts of the army muſt be” put upon the fame |, 

footing) we take into the eſtimate, .the bounties _ 

may of the ſoldiers have received, and the gra- 
| :\year's full pay, which is promiſed . 
to al, poſſibly their ſituation (every circumſtance 
being duly confidered) will not be deemed leſs 
eligible than that of the officers. Should a fur- 
ther reward, however, be judged equitable, I 
will venture to afſert, no man will enjoy greater 
ſatisfaction than myſelf, in an exemption from 
taxes for a limitted time (which has been peti- 
tioned for in ſome inſtances) or any other ade- | 
quate immunity or compenſation granted to the 
brave defenders of their country's cauſe : But 
neither the adoption or rejection of this prqꝑoſi- 
tion will, in any manner affect, much leſs mili- 
tate againſt the act of Congreſs, by which they 
have offered five years full pay in lieu of the 
half. pay for life, which had been before . 
ed to the officers of the army. 


A 

Before 1 conclude the ſubje& on public juſ- 
tice, I cannot omit to mention the obligations 
this country is under to that meritorious claſs of +. 
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in conſequence. of th reſolution of Congreſs, 
of the 23d of April, 178, on an annual pen- 
ſion fox life. Their peculiar NE theif 
ſingular 3 claims oj roviſion need 
only to be known, ere 
manity in their behalf. 
al payment of Had nul i 41 4 wan 
them from the meſt coniplieatec Ih 
nothing could be a more itielatic 
treſſing ſight, than to behold thoſe who have ſhed 
their blood, or loſt their limbs in the ſervice of 
their country, without aſhelter, without a friend 
and without the means of obtaining any of the 
comforts or neceſſaries of life, compelled to beg 
their daily bread from door to door. Suffer me 
toggeommend thoſe of this deſcription, belong- 
ing to your State, to the warmeſt Rn of 
. Encelleticy-s and your ae | 


It is * 9 to fay but wfew words on ths 

third topic which was propoſed, and which re- 

, gardg particularly the defence of the republic. 
As there can be little doubt but Congreſs will 
recommend a proper peace eſtabliſhment for 
the United States, in which a due attention will 
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* paid to the importance of placing the militia 
of the Union upon a regular and reſpectable 
footing; if this ſhould be the caſe, I ſhould beg 
| leave to urge the gre at ad Tg of M2 in HO: 
5. ſtrongeſt terms. „ f 


8 


8 


4 * 
The aleia 


eſſential, therefore, that the ſame ſyſtem ſhould 
pervade the whole; that the formation and dif 
cipline of the militia of the continent ſhould be 
abſolutely. uniform; and that the ſame ſpecies 
of arms, accoutrements, and military apparatus, 
ſhould be introduced i in every * of the Uni-, 


= wed 


ho 2 can conceive 08 diffic ty Si 
expenſe, . and confuſion which reſult. frgm a 


| contrary Lond, or the vague enn 
| which have hitherto es 


II, in caring of. political polms,. a er 


latitude than uſual has been taken in the courſe 


y | 0 Fes 4 
Pe as the i afx our ſecurity, and the | 
firſt effectual reſort; in caſe of hoſtility :_ It is 


of the Addreſs, the importance ot the criſis, - 


and the magnitude of the objects in diſcuſſion, 
muſt be my apology ; It is, however, neither 


— 3% 
* Fe 


e e that the preceding ob- 


384 wantinoron's 


ſervations ſhould claim any regard, except fo 
far as they ſhall appear to be dictated by a good 
intention; conſonant to the immutable rules of 
juſtice; calculated to produce a liberal ſyſtem 
of policy, and founded on whatever experience 


may have been acquired by a long and cloſe 


attention to public buſineſs. Here 1 might 
ſpeak with more confidence, from my actual 
obſervations; and if it would not ſwell this let- 
ter (already too prolix) beyond the bounds 1 

had preſcribed myſelf, 1 could demonſtrate to 
every mind, open to conviction, that in leſs 
time, and with much lefs expenſe than has been 
incurred, the war might have been brought to 
the fame happy concluſion, if the reſources of 
the continent could have been properly called 
forth; that the diſtreſſes and difappointments 
whiel have very often occurred, have, in too 
many inſtances, reſulted more from a want of 
energy in the continental government, than a 
| deficiency of means in the particular States: 
That the inefficacy of the meaſures, ariſing from 
the want of an adequate authority in the ſu- 
preme power, from a partial compliance with 
the requiſitions of Congreſs in ſome of the 
States, and from a failure of punQuality in o- 
thers, while they tended to damp the zeal of 


* who were more willing to exert them- 
ſelves, ſerved alſo to accumulate the expences 


of the war, and to fruſtrate the beſt concerted 


plans; and that the diſcouragement occaſioned 


by the complicated difficulties and embarrafſ- 


ments, in which our affairs were by this means 
involved, would have long ago. produced the 
diſſolution of an army, leſs patient, leſs virtuous, 
and leſs perſevering than that which I have had 
the honour to command. But while I mention 
thoſe things, which are notorious facts, as the 


defects of our Federal Conſtitution, particular- 


ly in the proſecution of a war, I beg it may be 


underſtood, that as I have ever taken a plea- 


ſure in gratefully acknowledging the aſſiſtance 
and ſupport I have derived from every elaſs of 
citizens; ſo ſhall I always be happy to do 2 
to the unparalleled exertions of the i a 
ſlates, on many intereſting occaſions. 


l have thus freely diſcloſed what I wiſhed to 


make known before I ſurrendered up my public 


truſt to thoſe who committed it to me: The 


taſk is now accompliſhed. I now bid adieu to 


your State; at the ſame time I bid a laſt fare- 
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well to the cares of office; and all” th i 585 95 
ments For a Me. | OR” 


It remains; thier” 29 be my final and Lu 
8 that your Excellency will communicate 
theſe ſentiments to your legiſlature, at their 
next meeting; and that they, may be conſi- 
dered as the legacy of one who has ardently 
wiſhed, on all oc fions, to be uſeful to his 
country, and who, even in the ſhade of retire- 
ment, will not fail to implore mee divine bene- 
organ __ it. | C ET 


I now „make it my earneſt prayer, that God 5 
would have you, and the State over which you 
preſide, in his holy protection; that he would 
incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate WW; 
ſpi rigjpf ſubordination and obedience to govern- 

ment; to entertain a brotherly affection and 
| love for one another. for their fellow citizens of 
the United States at large; and particularly for 
their brethren who have ſerved in the field; and 
finally, that he would moſt graciouſly be plea- 
fed to diſpoſe us all to do juſtice, to love mercy, 
and to demean ourſelves with that charity, hu- 
mility, and pacific temper of the mind, which 
were the characteriſtics of the divine Author 
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of our bleſſed religion; withouttsn humble imi. 


tation of whoſe example, in theſe things, we | 
can never hope to bea happy nation. . 
2 have the honor to be, 8 
1 With ac eſteem and reſpe FF = 
Tour Excellency 8 moſt obedient, 
1 And moſt bumble ſervant, 
h Tx. G. WASHINGTON. "10 
, : y pol | er 1 G i n 33 3 x 
£4 15 A, ; : : 8 : 
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| . 24 any 7 PET 18, 3705, 


e val HE Contiknaes in par thi 
eeffation of hoſtilities between the United States 
of America and the King of Great Britain, to 
be publickly proclaimed to-morrow at twelve 
c' clock, at the new building: and that the pro- 
clamation which will be communicated herewith 
be read to-morrow evening at the head of every 
regithent and corps of the army; after which 
the chaplains, with the ſeveral: brigades will 
Hader thanks to the Almighty God for all his 
mercies, particularly for his over-ruling the 
wrath of man to his own glory, and cauſing the 
* of war r to ceaſe _— the nations. | 
' Attboogh the ablation before alluded 
to extends only to the prohibition of hoſtilities, 
— not to the 2 annunciation of a general peace, 
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yet it muſt afford ind mot ade 4 ſincere 


4 period to x long and doubtful' cont 
the effuſion of human blood, 5 the proſpect 
to a more "ſplendid fcene, and, ke another 
morning ftat, promiſes the approach of brighter 
day than hath' hitherto iffuminated the F 
hemiſphere: On fucha happy day 

| the harbinger of peace, 2 ay which completes 
| the eighth year of the war, it would be ingrati⸗ 
tude not to rejoice ; it would be inſehſibi e nor 
0 e in Ver . felicity. 


The Coindaly er in chief, far from nds | 
vouring to ſtifle the feelings of joy in his o 
boſom, offers his moſt cordial congratu 

on the occaſion to all the officers of every dens 
mination ; to alt the troops of the United States 
in general; and in particular to thoſe eallant-, 
and perfevering men who had refdived 10 defe ? 


the rights of their invaded country, fo long as 


the war ſhould continue. For theſe are the men 


who ought to be confidered as the pride and 
boaſt of the American army; and who-crowned 
with well earned laurels, may ſoon withdraw 
from the field of glory to the more eaten 
walks of civil life. White the Com 2 | 
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ſcenes through v hich we have paſt; mi 2 mix- 
ture of pleaſure, aſtoniſhment, and gratitude z, 
while he contemplates the proſpects before us 
with rapture, he cannc help wiſhing that all 
the brave men, of whatever condition they may 
be, who have ſhared the toils and dangers of 
effecting this glorious revolution; of reſcuing. 
millions from the hand of oppreſſion, and of 
laying the foundation of a great empire, might 
be impreſſed | with a proper idea of the dignified 
part they have been called to act, under the 

ſmiles of Providence, on the ſtage of human 
affairs; for happy, thrice happy] ſhall they be 
pronounced hereafter,” who have contributed 
any thing, who have performed the meaneſt 
office in erecting this ſtupendous FABRICK OF, 
PREBDOM | AND EMPIRE on the broad baſis of 
independency; ; who have aſſiſted in protecting 
nike rights of human nature, and eſtabliſned an 
aſylum for the poor and oppreffed of all nations 
and religions.— T! he glorious taſk for which we 
firſt flew to arms being accompliſhed—The li- 
| berties of our country being fully acknowledged 
Arid firmly ſecured by the ſmiles of Heaven on 
the purity of our cauſe, and the honeſt exertions 
of a feeble e determined to be free, againſt 
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and — of thoſe 3 . 


and danger, being imt 
ous appellation of the pa 


LL red unvarying conſiſtency of 
| 2 e very laſt 


drama with applauſe; and to retire from the | 


military theatre with the ſame approbation of 


oy rr loa. crowned all their : 


former virtuous. actions. For this purpoſe no 
diſorder. or de muſt be tole 
Every conſiderate and well diſpoſed ſoldier nes 


through every extremity; of nne ſufferings By 
iot army; mid now 
remains but or che actors of this mighty ſcene 


7 5 4 T* h " 


remember it will-be abſolutely neceſſary to wait 3 


with patience until peace ſhall be declared, or 
Congreſs ſhall be enabled to take 


ſures for the ſecurity of the public 3 " 


in difcharging, with every mark of diſtinction 
and honor, all the men enliſted for the war, who 
will then have faithfully performed their engage- 
ments with the public. The General has alrea- 


dy intereſted himſelf in their behalf, and he 
thinks he need not repeat the aſſurance of his 


diſpoſtion t. to be uſeful to them on the preſent, 
1 


| As ſoon as theſe arrangements ſhall be made, ; 
the General is confident, there will be no delay 
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W aſhington be erected at the place where the 


e of Coors Mall be eſtabliſhed : 
* 5 8 ke? 17 i 
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3 Reſeloed, That Ws Ra 

the General to be repreſented i inaR 
1 truncheon'In his right hand, 8 his 
11 incircled i in a kaurel vreath: The Nat 1 


N 


are to be repreſent I | 
lowing principal events of the war, n u hich £ 32 
General Waſhington commanded inperſon, via: „ 
The evacuation of Boſton the capture of the 4 
Heſſians at Trenton—the battle of Princetofi— 
the action of Monmoutl — 
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York. On the upper part of the front of the 


| pedeſtal to be engraved as follows: „The 


_Vnited States in - Congreſs aſſembled, ordered 
this ſtatue to be erected in the year of our Lord, 
1783, in honor of George Waſhington, the 
illuſtrious Commander i in Chief of the armies of 
the United States of America, during the war, 
which yindigated and any; their liberty, ſo- 

e depen gf WE 


Kg oed. That 4 Fr) able « to 
the above plan, be executed by the beſt artiſt 
in Europe, under the ſuperintendence of the 
miniſter of the United States at the Court of 
Verſailles, and that money to defray the ex- 
penſe of the ſame, be furniſhed from the Trea- 
ame . St 2; 


. Relved, That the ES of 3 
tranſmit to the miniſter of the United States at 
the Court of Verſailles, the beſt reſemblance of 
General Waſhington that can be procured for 
the purpoſe of having the above ſtatue erected, 
together with the fitteſt;deſcription of the events 
. are to be the ſubject of the baſſo relievo. 


i en Walkingron at the requeſt of Con- 
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greſe, roceeded. to Princeton adfithe: 26th of 
Þ Auguſt, 1 783, and being introduced by. two 
= e the aden ee him a-fol- 


N 1 * 5 
8 N 1 R, i 
3 N N. , 
3 7 1 7 : 


ſeeing” your Excelleney, — rat 
you on the ſucceſs of a war in which n have 


ated ſo compare a your: : 

8 _ | | 

9 Ie has been the 1 1 W of the 
| United States, that during a war ſo long, fo 
dangerous and ſo important, Providence has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to preſerve the life of 
a General, ho has. merited and poſſeſſed the 
uninterrupted confidence and affection of his 
fellow- citizens. In other nations many have 
performed ſervices for which they have deſerv- 
ed and received the thanks of the public; ; but, 
to you, ſir, peculiar praiſe is due, your ſervices 
have been eſſential in acquiring and eſtabliſhing 
the freedom and independence of your country; 
they deſerve the grateful acknowledgments of - 
2 free and independent nation: thoſe acknow- 
ledgments Congreſs have the ſatisfaction of ex- 
preſſing to your nne, Wo | 


country ſtill needs your ſervices; the wiſhes to 
avail herſelf of your talents in forming the ar- 
rangements which will be neceflary for her in 
the time of peace; for this reaſon your attend- 
ance at Cong has been requeſted. A com- 

BY e ee + excel. 
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unanimity of our national councils, the firmneſs 
of our citizens, and the patience and bravery of 
our troops, which have produced ſo happy a 
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effect of the Divine interpoſition and the ſureſt 


preſage of our future happineſs 


* 1 


cc da grated by he 1 ſenti - | 


re Gs. to expreſs of 


confidence and pr high of my: — Pre 5 


I cannot heſitate to contribute my beſt endeac 
vours towarUnthe eſtabliſhment of the national 

in whatever manner the ſovereign pow- 
er may think proper to direct, until the ratifica- 
tion of the definitive treaty of peace, or the 
final evacuation of our country by the Britiſh- 
ther of which events, I ſhall aſk 
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8 Sir, no 8 may Let more 


ſuitable than the preſent to expreſs my humble | 


thanks to God, _— grateful Lo; 


form l Ihen ener: in every weine 


of fortune, and for che many * 


nours which Congreſs have been 25 
fer upon me in * coutle of * war. 
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ſeinbled; after giving the moſt honourable teſ- 
timony to the merits of the federal armies, and 
preſeming them with the thanks of their coun- 
try, for their long, eminent and faithful ſervice, 
having thought proper, by their proclamation 
bearing date the 18th of October laſt, to diſ- 
charge ſuch part of the tro 


municated in the 8 for the informa- 
tion and YON 5 af all cor cerned ; it only 
remains for os nn in Chief to addreſs 
himſelf once more, and that for the laſt time, 


to the armies of the United States, (however 
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pops as were engaged 
lough to-retire from ſervice; from and after to- 
morrow, which proclamation having been com. 
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widely diſperſed individuals who: compoſe them 
may be) and to bid n an 2 a long 
farewell. 


But before the nals 5 5 Chief takes 
his final leave of thoſe he holds moſt dear, he 


wiſhes to indulge himſelf a few moments in call- 


ing to mind a flight review of the paſt :—Hs 


will then take the liberty of exploring, with his 
military friends, their future proſpects; of ad- 
viſing the general line of conduct which in his 
rſued ; and he will con- 
clude the Addreſs, by expreſſing the obligations 
he feels himſelf under for the ſpirited and able 
aſſiſtance; he has experienced from them, in the 
performance of e office, 


. A compact ye the od attainment 
(at a period earlier than could have been ex- 
peed) of the object for which we. contended 
againſt ſo formidable a power, cannot but in- 
ſpire us with aſtoniſhment and 1 The 
diſadvantageous circumſtances on our part, un- 
der which the war was undertaken, can never 


be forgotten. The ſingular interpoſitions of 


Providence in our feeble condition, were ſuch 
vs could. ſcarcely eſcape the attention of the 
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moſt unobſerving—while the unparalleled per- 
ſeverance of the armies of the United States, 
through almoſt every poſſible ſuffering and dif. 
couragement, for the ſpace of eight long years, 
was little ſhort of a Hanging mimals. IP 
It is not the Menninger nor within the « com- 
paſs of this Addreſs, to detail the hardſhips pe- 
culiarly incident to our ſervice, or to deſeribe 
the diſtreſſes which in ſeveral inſtances have re- 
ſulted from the extremes of hunger and naked- 
neſs, combined with the rigours of an inclement 
ſeaſon; nor is it neceſſary to dwell on the dark 
ſide of our paſt affairs. Every American officer 
and ſoldier muſt now conſole himſelf for any 
unpleaſant cireumſtanees which may have oc- 
curred, by a recollection of the uncommon 
ſcenes in which he has been called to act no in- 
_ glorious a part, and the aſtoniſhing events of 
which he has been a witneſs; events which have 
ſeldom, if ever before, taken place on the ſtage 
of human action, nor can they probably ever 
happen again. For who has before ſeen a dif; 
eiplined army formed at once from ſuch. raw 
materials? Who- that was not a witneſs could 
imagine that the moſt violent local prejudices 
would ceaſe ſo ſoon, and that men who came 
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from the different parts of the continent, ſtrong- 
ly diſpoſed by the habits of education to deſpiſe 
and quarrel with each other, would inſtantly 


become but one patriotic band of brothers? Or 
who that was not on the ſpot, can trace the ſteps 


by which ſuch a wonderful revolution has been 


effected, and ſuch'a n um put to all 


our warlike toils | ? c 


It is univerſally acknowledged, that the en- 
larged proſpects of happineſs, opened by the 
confirmation of our independenceand ſovereign- 
ty, almoſt exceed the power of deſcription: And 
ſhall not the brave men who have contributed 
ſo eſſentially to theſe ineſtimable acquiſitions, 


W rctiring victorious from the field of war to the 
WW ficld of agriculture, participate in all the blef 


ſings which have been obtained? In ſuch a re- 
public, who will exclude them from the rights 
of citizens, and the fruits of their labours? In 
ſuch a country, ſo happily circumſtanced, the 
purſuits of commerce, and the cultivation of 
the ſoil, will unfold to induſtry the certain road 
to competence. To thoſe hardy ſoldiers who 
are actuated by the ſpirit of adventure, the fiſh- 
eries will afford ample. and profitable employ- 


ment: And the extenſive and fertile regions of 
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the Weſt will yield a mot happy aſylum to thoſe 
| who, fond of domeſtic enjoyment, are ſeeking 
perſonal independence. Nor is it poſſible to 
conceive that any one of the United States will 
prefer a national bankruptey,-and the diſſolu. 
tion of the Union, to a compliance with the re- 
quiſitions of Congreſs, and the payment of its 
juſt debts; ſo that the officers and ſoldiers may 
expect conſiderable aſſiſtance, in re- commencing 
their civil occupations, from the ſums due to 
them from the public, which muſt and will moſt 
inevitably be paid. 


In ander to effect this deſirable purpoſe, and 
to remove the prejudices which may have taken 
poſſeſſion of the minds of any of the good people 
of the States, it is earneſtly recommended to 
all the troops, that, with ſtrong attachments to 
the Union, they ſhould carry with them into 
civil ſociety the moſt cor 
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oneiliating diſpoſitions ; 
and that they ſhould prove themſelves not leſs | 
virtuous and uſeful as citizens, than they have | 
been perſevering and victorious as ſoldiers.— | 
What though there ſhould be ſome envious in- 
dividuals, who are unwilling to pay the debt the 
public has contracted, or to yield the tribute 
due to merit; yet let ſuch un vorthy treatment 
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armies is eſtab iſhec 
volence; and let a conſciouſneſs of their atchieve- 
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perate conduct; let it be remembered, that the 
unbiaſſed voice of the free citizens of the Uni- 
ted States has promiſed the juſt reward, and 
given the merited-applauſe;, let i it be known and 
remembered, that the reputation of the federal 

beyond the reach of male» 


ments, and fame, ſtill excite the men who com- 
poſed them to honourable actions, under the 
perſuaſion, that the pri 


ate virtues of economy, 
prudence, and induſtry, will not be leſe amiable 


in civil life, than the more ſplendid qualities of 


valor, perſeverance, and enterprize were in the 


field. Every one may reſt aſſured that much, 


very much of the future happineſs of the officers 
and men will depend upon the wiſe and manly 
conduct which ſhall be adopted by them, when 
they are mingled with the great body of the 
community. And although the General has ſo 
frequently given it as his opinion, in the -moſt 
public and explit manner, that unleſs the prin- 


_ ciples of the Federal Government were proper- 


ly ſupported, and the powers of the Union in- 


ereaſed, the honour, dignity, and juſtice of the 


nation, would be loſt forever; yet he cannot 


help repeating on this occaſion ſo intereſting a 


7 ' * wamncrtow's 
ſentiment, and leaving it as his laſt injunction to 
every officer and every ſoldier who may view the 
ſubje& in the ſame ſerious point of light, to add 
his beſt endeavours to thoſe of his worthy fel. 
low citizens, towards effecting theſe great and 
valuable purpoſes, on which our very exiſte ce 
as a nation ſo nn depends. 


The Cast bd conceives little is 
now wanting to enable the ſoldier to change the 
military character into that of a citizen, but that 


ſteady and decent tenor of behaviour, which has 


generally diſtinguiſhed not only the army under 
his immediate command, but the different de- 
tachments and ſeparate armies, through the 
courſe of the war. From their good ſenſe and 
prudence he anticipated the happieſt conſequen- 

ces: And while he congratulates them on the 
glorious occafion which renders their ſervices 
in the field no longer neceſſary, he wiſhes to 
expreſs the ſtrong obligations he feels himſelf 
under for the aſſiſtance he has received from 
every claſs, and in every inſtance. He preſents 
his thanks, in the moſt ſerious and affectionate 
manner, to the general officers, as well for their 
counſel on many intereſting occaſions, as for 


their ardour in promoting the ſucceſs of the 
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1 he had adopted; ; to the commandants of 
regiments and. corps, and to the officers for their 


zeal and attention in carrying his orders prompt- 
ly into execution; to the ſtaff, for their alacrity 
and exactneſs in per ming the duties of their 
ſeveral depart 
ſioned officers and private ſoldiers, for their ex- 


traordinary patience in ſuffering, as well as their 
invinciblefortitude inaction. To the various bran- 
ches of the army the General takes this laſt and 


ſolemn opportunity of profeſſing his inviolable 
attachment and friendſhip: He wiſhes more 
than bare profeſſions were in his power, that he 
was really able to be uſeful to them all in future 
life. He flatters himſelf, however, they will 


do him the juſtice to believe, that whatever 


could with propriety be attempted by him has 


been done. And being now to conclude theſe 


his laſt public orders, to take his ultimate leave, 
in a ſhort time, of the military character, and 


to bid a final adieu to the armies he has ſo long 


had the honour to command, he can only again 
offer, in their behalf, his recommendations to 


their gratetul country, and his prayers to the 
God of armies. May ample juſtice be done 


them here, and may the choiceſt of Heaven's 


favours, both here and hereafter, attend thaſe 


* 


ents;- and to the non-commil- 


WASHINGTON's 


who, under the divine auſpices , have ſecured 


innumerable bleſſings for others! With | theſe 


wiſhes, and this benediction, the Commander 
in Chief is about to retire from ſervice. The 
curtain of ſeparation will ſoon be drawn—and 
* 3 algo to him * be cloſed _— 
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7 bi Baabe Gzxznar WASHINGTON, 
Commander in Chief of the ARMInS of the 
ume n 7 AMERICA, 


WI E. e e of the part of the 


army remaining on the banks of the Hudſon, 


have received your Excellency's ſerious and fare- 
well Addreſs to the armies of the United States, 


We beg you to accept our unfeigned thanks for 


the communication, and your affectionate aſſu- 
rances of inviolable attachment and friendſhip. 
If your attempts to enſure to the armies the juſt, 
the promiſed rewards, of theit long, ſevere, and 
dangerous ſervices, have failed of ſucceſy, we 
believe it has ariſen from cauſes not in your 
Excelleney 8 n to control. With extreme 
on the occaſion which cal 

led for ſuch endeavours. But while we thank 
your Excellency for theſe exertions in favour of 
the troops you have ſo ſucceſsfully commanded, 
we pray it may be believed, that in this ſenti. 


ment our own particular intereſts have but a ſe- 
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condary place; and that even the ultimate in- 
gratitude of the people (were that poſſible) could 
not ſhake the patriotiſm of thoſe who ſuffer by 
it. Still with pleaſing wonder and with grate- 
ful joy ſhall we contemplate the glorious conclu- 
ſion of our labeurs. To that merit in the'revs- 
lution which, under the auſpices of Heaven, the 
armies have diſplayed, poſterity will do juſtice; 
and the ſons will bluſh whoſe fathers were their 
foes. Ws „ 


M.oſt gladly would we caſt a veil on every 
act which ſullies the reputation of our country 
—neyer ſhould the page of hiſtory be ſtained 
with its diſhonour—even from our memories 
ſhould the idea be eraſed. We lament the op- 
poſition to thoſe ſalutary meaſures which the 
wiſdom of the Union has planned; | meaſures M 
which alone can recover and fix on a permanent 
| baſis the credit of the States; meaſures which 
are eſſential to the juſtice, the hanour, and the 
intereſt of the nation. While ſhe was giving 
the nobleſt proofs of magnanimity, with con- 
ſcious pride we ſaw her growing fame; and, re- 
gardleſs of preſent ſufferings, we looked forward 
to the end of our toils and dangers, to brighter 
ſcenes in proſpect. There we beheld the genius 
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of our country dignified by ſovereignty and in- 
dependence, ſupported by juſtice, and adorned 
with every liberal virtue. There we ſaw patient 
: Huſbandry fearleſs extend her cultured fields, 
and animated commerce ſpread her ſails to every 
wind. There we beheld fair Science lift her 
head, with all the Arts attending in her train- 
There, bleſt with freedom, we ſaw the human 
mind expand; and, throwing aſide the reſtraints 
which confined it to the narrow bounds of coun- 


= try, it embraced the world. Such were our 


fond hopes, and with ſuch delightful proſpects 
did they preſent us. Nor are we diſappointed. 
Thoſe animating proſpects are now changed and 
changing to realities; and actively to have con- 
tributed to their production is our pride, our 
glory. But juſtice alone can give them ſtability. 
In that juſtice we ſtill believe. Still we hope 
that the prejudices of the miſinformed will be 
removed, and the arts of falſe and felfiſh popu- 
larity, addreſſed to the feelings of avarice, de- 
feated : Ons: in the worſt event, the world, we 
hope, will make the juſt distinction: We trust 
the diſingenuouſneſs of a few will not ſully the 
reputation, the honor, and dignity, of the great 
and reſpectable . of the States. 
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We are happy in the opportunity just pre- 
. ſented of congratulating your Excellency. on 
the certain concluſion of the definitive, treaty 
of peace. Rehieved at length from long ſuf. 
pence, our warmest wiſh is to return to the 

boſom of our country, to reſume the character 


of citizens; and it will be our higeſt ambition 


to become uſeful ones. 


To your Excellency this great event muſt 
be peculiarly pleaſing: For while at the 
head of her armies, urged by patriot virtues 
and magnanity, you perſevered, under the 
preſſure of every poſſible difficulty and dif- 
couragement, in the purſuit of the great ob- 
jects of the war — the freedom and ſafety of 
your country ;—your heart panted for the tran- 
quil enjoyments of peace. We cordially re- 
joicę with you that the period of indulging them 
has arrived ſo ſoon. In contemplating the blei- 
ſings of liberty and independence, the rich prize 
of eight years hardy adventure, paſt ſufferings 
will be forgotton; or if remembered, the re- 
collection will ſerve to heigb ten the reliſh. of 
preſent happineſs. We ſincerely pray God this 
happineſs may long be your's; and that when 


be 
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you quit the ſtage of human life, you may re- 

ceive from the unerring Judge, the rewards of 
valor exerted to ſave the oppreſſed, of patrjot- 
iſm, and diſintereſted virtue. 1 


Mat- Point, November 1 5, 1783. - | E ” 
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5 THE 
SPEECHES 


THE PRESIDENT, Ge. 


Firſt Congreſs—Fiyſt Seffion. 


New-Yors, April 30, 555 


THIS day the great and illuſtrious WASH- 
INGTON, the favorite ſon of liberty, and de- 
liverer of his country, entered upon the execu- 
tion of the office of Firſt Magiſtrate of the Uni- 
ted States of America ; to which important ſta- 
tion he had been unanimouſly called by the 
united voice of the people. The ceremony 
which took place on this occaſion was truly 
grand and pleaſing, and every heart ſeemed 
anxious to teſtify the joy it felt on ſg memo- 
rable an event. His Excellency was eſcorted 
from his houſe, by a troop of light dragoons, 
and the legion under ghe command of colonel 
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LEwis, attended by a committee of the Senate 


and Houſe of Repreſentatives, to Federal Hall, 
where he was formally received by both houſes | 
of Congrels, aſſembled in the Senate Chamber; 


after which he was conducted to the gallery in 
front of the hall, accompanied by all the mem- 
bers, when the oath preſcribed by the Conſtitu- 


tion was adminiſtered to him by the Chancellor 


of this mh who then ſaid, 


© Lono LIVE. | GEORGE WASHINGTON, 


PRESIDENT. oF THE Uurrzp STATES.” 


which was anſwered by. an immenſe concourſe 
of citizens, aſſembled on the occaſion, by the 
loudeſt plaudit and acclamation, that love and 


veneration ever ings He then made the 


W en e 
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FELLOW-CITZENS of the SENATE, and 
5 8 the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
AMONG the A incident to fe, 

no event could have filled me with greater anx- 

iettes than that of which the notification was 
tranſmitted by your order, and received on the 
14th day of the preſent month. On the ons 
hand, I was fummoned by my country, whoſe 
voice I can never hear but with veneration and 
love, from a retreat which I had choſen with 
the fondeſt predilection, and, in my flattering 
hopes, with an immutable deciſion as the aſylum 
of my declining years: A retreat which was 
rendered every day more neceſſary as well as 
More dear to me, by the addition of habit to 
inclination, and of frequent interruptions in my 
health to the gradual waſte committed on it by 
time. On the other hand, the magnitude and 
difficulty of the truſt to which the voice of my 
country en me, being ſuſſicient to awaken 
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tions, could not but overwhelm with deſpond- a 


F ůͤ acbb to this 
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in the wiſeſt and moſt experienced of her ei- 
tizens, a diſtruſtful ſcrutiny into his qualifiea- 
ence one, who, inheriting inferior endowments 
from nature, and unpractiſed in the duties of 
civil adminiſtration, ought to be peculiarly con- 
ſcious of his own deficiencies. In this conflict 
of emotions, all J dare aver is, that it has been 
my faithful ſtudy to collect mags duty from a juſt 
appreciation of every cireumſtance by which it 
might be affected. All I dare hope 1 1s, that if 
in 1 * taſk I have been too much 
teful re: ance of former in- 


tranſeendant proof of the conſidence of my fel- 
low- citizens; and have thence too little conſult- 
ed my incapacity as well as diſinclination for 
the weighty and untried cares fences me; my. 
error will be palliated by the motives which miſs: 2 
led me, and its conſequences be judged by my" SY. 
country, with ſome: ſhare of I 3 in 5 
which 1 en . 8 „ 


have, 1 in ohen to * ibis: ſummons, re- 
paired to the preſent ſtation, it would be pecu- 
larly i improper to _— this: 8855 3 * 
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my fervent ſupplications to that Almighty Being, 
who rules over the univerſe, who preſides in the WW 
councils of nations, and whoſe providential aids 
can ſupply every human defect, that his bene - 
diction may conſecrate to the liberties and hap- 
paineſs of the people of the United States, a go- 
vernment inſtituted by themſelves for theſe 
eſſential purppſes, and may enable every inſtru- 
ment employed in its adminiſtration, to execute 
with ſucceſs, the functions allotted to his charge. 
In tendering this homage to the great Author 
oſ every public and private good, I aſſure my- 
ſelf that it expreſſes your ſentiments not leſs 
chan my own; nor thoſe of my fellow-citizens Wl 
© at large, leſs than either. No people can be : 
bound to acknowledge and adore the invifible 
hand, which conducts the affairs of men, more 
than the people of the United States, Every 
ſtep, by which they have advanced to the cha- 
racter of an independant nation, ſeems to have 
been diſtinguiſhed by ſome token of providen- 
tial agency. And in the important revolution 
Juſt accompliſhed in the ſyſtem of their united 
government, the tzanquil deliberations and vo- 
luntary conſent of ſo many diſtin& communities, 
from which the event has reſulted, cannot be 
4 compared with the means by which moſt go- 
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vernments have been eſtabliſhed, without ſome ' 
return of pious gratitude along with an humble ks. 
anticipation of-the future bleſſings which the paſt N 


ſeem to preſage. Theſe reflections, ariſing out 


of the preſent criſis, have forced themſelves too 


ſtrongly on my mind to be. ſuppreſſed. You 
will join with me, I truſt, in thinking that there 
are none under the influence of which, the pro- 
_ ceedings of a new and free government can W 
ee, commence. 

By the article eſtabliſhing the executive de- 
partment, it is made the duty of the Preſident 


eto recommend to your conſideration, ſuch 
meaſures as he ſhall judge neceſſary and expe- 


dient. The circumſtances under which Inow 


meet you, will acquit me from entering into 


= that ſubje& farther than to refer you to the great 
| Conſtitutional Charter under which we are 


aſſembled; and which, in definin g your powers, 
deſignates the objects to which your attention 


is to be given. It will be more conſiſtent with 


thoſe circumſtances, and far more congenial - 


with the feelings which actuate me, to ſubſtj- 
tute in place of a recommendation of particular 
meaſures, the tribute that is due to the talents, 


the rectitude, and the patriotifm which adorn 


=... 


* — wr. - PP ie EP AR Oe eG e 
2 os, + — — — n 
N K " — w — . " "EY N N 8 — 
— 2 n — — * 1 F 4 * — 


Be 


92 ny - WASHINGTON 's 


the characters ſelected to ends and adopt them, 
In theſe honourable qualifications, I behold the 
Fo ret pledges, that as on one ſide, no local pre- 
2 judices or attachments, no ſeparate views nor 
party animoſities, will miſdirect the comprehen. Wl 
five and equal eye which ought to watch over 
this great aſſemblage of communities and in. 
tereſts: So, on another, that the foundations 
of our national policy will be laid in the pure 
and immutable principles of private morality; W 
and the pre-eminence of a free government be 
exemplified by all the attributes which can win 
the affections of its een, and command the 
ne of the world. ny. 5 


tt 


7 N 4 

” dwell on this proſpect with every fatiafac 4 

= tion which an ardent love for my country can 
inſpire; ſince there is no truth more thorough- 
ly eſtabliſhed than that there exiſts in the econo- 

my and courſe of nature, an indiſſoluble union 
between virtue and happinefs—between duty 
""Þ and advantage between the genuine maxims 
bol an honeſt and magnanimous policy, and the 

ſold rewards, of public proſperity and felicity. 

Since we, ought to be no leſs perſuaded that the 

propitious ſmiles of Heaven can never be expec- | 
ted on a nation that diſregards the eternal rules 
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of order and right, which Heaven iſelf has or- 


dained. And ſince the preſervation of the ſacred 


fire of liberty, and the deſtiny of the republican 
model of government, are juſtly confidered as 
deeply, perhaps, as finally ſtaked, on the experi- 


ment entruſted | to the hands of the American 


ot: 


Beſides the FE FRE objects ſubmitted: to 
your care, it will remain with your judgment to 


decide how far an exerciſe of the occaſional pow- 
er delegated by 5 the Fifth Article of the Conſti- 
tution is rendered expedient at the preſent juncture 


by the nature of objections which have been urged 
againſt the ſyſtem, or by the degree of inquietude 
which has given birth to them. Inſtead of un- 
dertaking particular recommendations on this 
ſubject, in which I could be guided by no lights 


derived from official opportunities, I ſhall again 


give way to my entire confidence in your dif- 
cernment and purſuit of the public good: For 
I aſſure myſelf, that whilſt you carefully avoid 
every alteration which might endanger the be- 
nefits of. an united and effective government, or 


which ought to await the future leſſons of expe- 


rience ; a reverence for the characteriſtic rights 
of freemen, and a regard for the public barmo- - 
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+ ny, will ſufficiently influence your deliberations 2 
n the queſtion, how far the former can be more 

| 3 fortified, or the latter be ally ms i 
more advantageouſly N Wc 25 


To che e ee en d herr one to 
add, which will be moſt properly addreſſed to 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives. It concerns my- 
ſelf, and will therefore be as brief as poſſible. 
When I was firſt honoured with a call into the 
ſervice of my country, then on the eve of an ar- 
duous ſtruggle for its liberties, the light in which 
1 contemplated my duty, required that I ſhould 
renounce every pecuniary compenſation. From 
this reſolution I have in no inſtance departed, 
And being ſtill under the impreſſions which pro- 
+ _ duced it, Imuſt decline as inapplicable to myſelf, WM 
any ſhare in the perſonal emoluments, which WW 
may be indiſpenſibly included in a permant pro- 
viſion for the executive department; and muſt 
© accordingly pray that the pecuniary eſtimates for 
the ſtation in which J am placed, may, during 
my continuation in it, be limited to fuch actual 
expenditures as the ores goo may be thought 
to _—_— - 


Having thus iniparted to you my ſentiments, 
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as they have been awakened by the occaſion 

which brings us together, I ſhall take my pre. 

ſent leave; but not without reſorting ance more 

to the benign Parent of the human race, in hum- 

ble ſupplication, that ſince he has been pleaſed 85 
to favour the American people with opportuni- 
ties for deliberating in perfect tranquility, and 
| diſpoſitions for deciding with unparalleled unan- 
imity on a form of government for the ſecurity 
of their Union, and the advancement of heir 
happineſs; ſo his divine, bleſſing may be equally 
conſpicuous in the enlarged views, the temperate _, 
conſultations, and the wiſe meaſures on which 
the . of this gen; muſt nn 
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Answer of the Senate, 


WE, the Senate of the United States, re- 
turn you our ſincere thanks for your excellent 
ſpeech, delivered to both Houſes of Congreſs, 
_ congratulate you on the complete organization 
of the federal government, and felicitate our- 


ſelves and our fellow-citizens, on your elevation 
to the office of Preſident, an office, highly im- 
portant by the powers conſtitutionally annexed 
to it, and extremely honourable from the man- 


ner in which the appointment is made. The 


- unanimous ſuffrage of the elective body in your 
favour, is peculiarly expreſſive of the gratitude, 
confidence and affection of the citizens of Ame- 
rica, and is the higheſt teſtimonial at once of 


your merit, and of their eſteem. We are ſenſi - 


ble, Sir, that nothing but the voice of your 
fellow citizens, could have called you from a 
retreat, choſen by the fondeſt predilection, en- 
deared by habit, and conſecrated to the repoſe 
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America, that, in 


and fall. 


of Ann years ; ; we rejoice, ad with us, all 
bedience to the call of obr . 
on country, you have returned: 'once more 


C 


all intereſts unite, and we have no doubt, that 


your paſt ſervices, greatas they have been, will be 
en by your future exertions; and that your 
to avert the dangers to which we were expoſed, 


-Aagacity as a ſtateſman, will tend 


to give ſtability to the preſent government, and 


dignity and ſplendour to that : country, which 


your {kill and valour as a ſoldier, fo eminently 
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to public life. In you all parties confide, i in you 


* . 
1 


contributed to me: to ae. and em: 8 


N 1 


When we „ the 
circumſtances, and ande mt of 


cauſes, which gradually prepared the people of 
this country for independence; when we con- 
template the riſe, progreſs and termination of 


the late war, which gave them a name among 
the nations of the earth, we are, with qu, una- 


voidably led to acknowledge and adore the great 


Arbiter of the univerſe, by whom empires riſe 
A review of the many ſignal inſtances 
of divine interpoſition in favour of this country, 
claims our moſt pious * And permit 


r 


; ncceptante N the office of Preſident as one TP 
the moſt enen 1 2 ; 


. 
7 


In execution of hs truſt repoſe: in as; te | 


ſhall endeavour to purſue that enla rged and 1 

beral policy, to which your ſpee 

directs. We are conſcious that the Fd 
of each State is inſeparably connected with the 
welfare of all, and that in promoting the latter, 

we ſhall effectually advance the former. In full 


| g perſuaſion. of this truth, it ſhall be our invari- 


able aim to diveſt ourſelves of local prejudices 
and attachments, and to view the great affem- 
blage of communities and intereſts committed 
to our charge with an equabeye. We feel, Sir, 


the force, and acknowledge the juſtneſs of the 


| obſervation, that the foundation of our na 10 ona 


policy ſhould be laid in private morality. II | 


individuals be not influenced by moral princi- 
| pl s, it is in vain to look for public virtue, it 
is; therefore, the duty of legiſlators to enforce, 


doch by precept and example, the utility as well 


as the neceſſity of a ſtrict adherence to the rules 
of diſtributive j 0 tice. We beg yo to. be affu- 
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red, that the Senate will at all times . 
co-operate in every meaſure, which may ſtrength- 
en the Union, conduce to the happineſs, or ſe. 
cure and perpetuate the liberties of this great 
Confederated Rep ic. 


+ 1 4 
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f We commend you, "the, to the protecion „ 
of Almighty Gon, earneſtly beſeeching him 
long to preſerve a life ſo valuable and dear to „ 
the people of the United States; and that your | 
adminiſtration may be ** to the nation 7 
and g glorious to poindalh - ( 5 
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635 nb Top ADAMS, Preſident of the 
„ e | Senate of the United States. 
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I THANK yon for your addreſs, in which 


the moſt affectionate ſentiments are expreſſed in 
the moſt obliging terms. The coincidence of 


circumſtances which led to this auſpicious criſis; 


the confidence repoſed in me by my fellow- 


citizens, and the aſſiſtance I may expect from 


counſels which will be diftated by an enlarged 


and liberal policy, ſeem to preſage a more proſ- 
. perous iſſue to my adminiſtration, than a diffi- 
dence of my abilities had taught me to anticipate. 
I now feel myſelf inexpreſſibly happy in a belief, 
that Heaven, which has done ſo much for our 
infant nation, will not withdraw its providential 
influence before our political felicity. ſhall have 
been completed; and in a conviction that the 
Senate will at all times co-operate in every mea- 
ſure which. may tend to promote the welfare of 
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Thus ſupported by a firm truſt in the great 
Arbiter of the univerſe, aided by the collected 
wiſdom of the Union, and imploring the Divine 
benediction on our joint exertions in the ſervice ' 
of our country, I readily engage with you in the 
arduous but pleaſing taſk'of attempting to make 

a nation , PE inlets 
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1 
We 


ers eme rose 


THE Repreſentatives of the people of the 


Vnited States preſent their congratulations on 
the event by which your fellow. citizens have 
atteſted the pre- eminence of your merit. You 


"have long. held the firſt place in their eſteem; 


you have often received tokens of their affection; 


you now poſſeſs the only proof that remained 
of their gratitude for your ſervice, of their re- 


verence for your wiſdom, and of their confi 


dence in your virtues. You enjoy the higheſt, 
becauſe the trueſt honour, of being the Firſt 
Magiſtrate, by the unanimous . choice of = 
freeſt people on the face of the earth. * 


223 * * 


We 4 ell know the anxieties with which you 
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; 9 have obeyed a ſummons, from the repoſe 
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3 n years, rb. 
ſcenes, of which you had taken your leave for» 
ever; but the obedience was due to the oc. 
fion. It is already applauded by the univerſal. 
joy which welcomes you to your ſtation, and 
and we cannot ___ hot that . en mal 


love for you) 2 MAPA review = 
a 2 to 3 their ae a 


This ide is not jultifie- cn by: © 
the paſt experience of your ſignal fervices. It is 
particularly ſuggeſted by the pious pry. 
under which you commence your adminiftra»- _ 
tion, and the enlightened maxims bywhich you 
mean to conduct it. We feel with you the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to adore the Indifible Hand 
which has led the American people through ſo 
many difficulties, to cheriſh a conſcious reſpon- 
| fibility for the deſtiny of Republican Liverty, 
| and to ſeek the only fure means of prefery 
and recommending the precious depoſit in 2 
| Hiſtem of legiſlation, founded on the principles of 
diffuſive patriotiſm. | 


The queſtion ariſing out ef the Fifth Arti- 
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0 Fg 8 will i as 
tention ente 5 its 18 and wil, 


to which you allude. 
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2 wiſh reſulting "Ei motiv 8 * 
peculiar claim to our regard. Y ti 
in a moment critical to the liberties of your 


country, to renounce all perſonal / emolument, 


was among the many preſages of your patriotic 
ſervices, which have been amply fufilled; and 
your ſcrupul us adherence now to the law then 
impoſed on yourſelf, ca nnot fail to eee, 


ch has mY many t titles to 


et. . 1 is 75 55 . ö * "» 
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. are b 1 „ hi . we hav 
- thought fit to addreſs to you: They flow from 
our own hearts, and we verily believe, that 
amon 3 0 repreſent, chere ie not 
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on our country; and that we add our ws for 
the choiceſt of thoſe 3 on the moſt belov- 
ed of ner citizens. . 


* 


The Preſent 8 bent. 


OENTLOMEN; 5 


| YOUR» very Aalen 1 ti 
emotions which I know not how to expreſs. 1 


| feel that my paſt endeayours in the ſervice of my 
country are far over paid by its goodneſs ; and 


I fear much that my future ones may not fulfil 


; your kind anticipation. All that I can promiſe 
is, that they will be invatiably directed by an 
| honeſt and an ardent zeal. Of this reſource my 

WW heart aſſores me. For all beyond, I rely on the 
viſdom and patriotiſm of thoſe with whom 1 
asm to co- operate, and a continuance of hs” | 

| unn of Heaven on our e ers! 


G.  WASHINGTOR, 
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Firſt Congreſs Second Seſſion. 
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IE Tn of the SENATE, and _ 
ee 1 REPRESENTATIVES, 


$$% 4 ö 


12 EMBRACE i — 1 fatisfaQion 
| ths Olof which now preſents itſelf, . of 
congratulating you on the preſent favourable 
proſpects of our public affairs. The recent ac - 
ceſſion of the important State of North- Carolina 
to the Conſtitution of the United States (ot 
which official information has been received) 
the riſing credit and reſpectability of our coun- 
try, the general and increaſing good - will to- 
wards the government of the Union, and the 
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concord, peace and ; plenty, with which we are 
blefſed; are circumſtances auſpicious, | in an emi- 
nent degree, to our national proſperity. 


In reſuming o our e e for the gene- 
ral good, you cannot but derive encouragement, 
from the reflection, that the meaſures of the laſt 
ſeſſion have been as fatisfatory to your conſti- 
tuents, as the noyelty and difficulty of the work 
allowed you to hope. Still further, to realize, 
their expectations, and to ſecure the bleſſings | 
which a gracious Providence has placed within 
our reach, will, in the courſe of the preſent 

important ſeſſion, call for the cool and delibe- 


rate exertion of your patriotiſm, : firmneſs,, and 
widom. | 
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Among the many intereſting ce which 
will engage your attention, that of providing 
for the common defence will merit particular 
regard. To be prepared for war is one of the 
moſt elfectual 1 means of preſerving peace. 


A free Gd not only to be — . 
but diſciplined; to which end a uniform and 
well. digeſted plan i is requiſite : And their ſafety 
and intereſt require that they ſhould promote 
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ſuch dans as tend to render 1 in, 
dependent on others, for eſſential, particularly 
for b ſupplies, 5 


The proper eſtabliſhment of the troops which 
may be deemed indiſpenſible, will be entitled to 
mature conſideration, In the arrangements 
which may be made reſpecting it, it will be of 
importance to conciliate the comfortable ſup- 
port of the officers and lane with a due re. 
gard co onde. 


There was reaſon to hope, that the pacific 
meaſures adopted with regard to certain hoſtile 
tribes of Indians, would have relieved the inha- 
| bitants of our ſoutherh and weſtern frontiers 
from their depredations. But you will perceive, 
that the informations contained in the papers, 
which ! ſhall direct to be laid before you, (com- 
prehending a communication from the Com: 
mopwealth of Virginia) that we ought to be 
prepared to afford protection to thoſe parts of 
the Union: And, if neceſſary, to puniſh ag: 
| preflors. 


The intereſt of the United States requires, 
that our intercourſe with other nations ſhall be 
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facilitated by ſuch proviſions as will enable me 
to fulfil my duty in that reſpect, in the manner 
which circumſtances may render moſt condu- 
clve to the public good: And to this end, that 
the compenſations to be made to the perſons 
who may be employed, ſhould, according to 
the nature of their appointments, be defined by 
law; and a competent fund deſignated for de- 
fraying the expenſes incident to (HE 9 of 
our foreign Ani 5 as 

vue e alſo render it expedi- 
ent, that the terms on which foreigners may be 
admitted to the rights of citizens, ſhould be 


ſpeedily aſcertained by a uniform rule of natu- 


ralzagion. 
Uniformity in the currency, weights and 
meaſures of the United States, is an object of 


great importance, and will, 1 am N eo 
daly attended . 


the advancement be agriculture, commerce, 
and manufaQures, by all proper means, will 
not, I truſt, need recommendation. But I can- 
not forbear intimating to you the expedieney of 
giving effectual encouragement as well to the 
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introduce of few and uſeful inventions from 
| abroad, As s to the exertions 1 fill and Senn 


FEES ESE 


country, by 2 due attention to ihe poſt-oc 
dete nu... 
' Nor + am 1 lets Td: that you will 15 
with me in opinion, that there i is nothing which 
can better deſerve your patronage, than the pro- 
motion of ſcience and literature. Knowledge 
is in every country the ſureſt baſis of public hap- 
pineſs. In one, in which the meaſures of go. 
vernment receive their impreſſion ſo immediately 
from the ſenſe of the community, as in ours, it 
is proportionably eſſential. To the ſecurity of 
a free conſtitution it contributes in various ways. 
| By. convincing thoſe who; are. entruſted with the 
public adminiſtration, that e every valuable end 
of government is beſt anſwered by the enlight- 
ened confidence of the people: And by teach- 
ing the people themſelves to know, and to yalue 
their own rights; ; to diſcern and provide againſt 
invaſipns of them; 80 diſtinguiſh between oP: 
preſſion and the neceſfary exerciſe of lawful au 
| thority ; between burthens proceeding from {1 
difregard to tkeir convenience, and thoſe re. 
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culting from the inevitable exigencies 5 ſociety; 1 
to diſcriminate the ſpirit of liberty, from that 
of licentiouſneſs, cheriſhing t the firſt, avoiding 
the laſt, and uniting a ſpeedy, but temperate 
vigilance againſt encroachments, 1 with an invio” 
lable reſped | to the laws. # | 
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; 4 * 


| Whether this . "objedt will be Js beſt 
promoted by affording aids to ſeminaries of 
learning already eſtabliſhed, by the inſtitution 
of a national univerſity, or by any other expe- | | 
dients, will be well worthy of a place in the 
deliberations of the Legiſlature. 0 


: GENTLEMEN. of. the HOUSES fr 
REPRESENTATIVES, 


I SAW with Ms a at the cloſe 
of the laſt ſeſſion, the reſolution entered into by 
you, expreſſive of your opinion, that an ade- 
quate proviſion for the ſupport of the public 
credit is a matter of high importance to the na- 
tional honour and proſperity. In this ſentiment 
[ entirely concur. And to a perfect confidence 
in your beſt endeavours to deviſe ſuch a pro- 
wiſion, as will be truly conſiſtent with the end, 
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I add an equal reliance o on the cheerful eo. ope. 
ration of the other branch of the legiſlature. lt 
would be ſuperfluous to ſpecify inducements to 
a meaſure in which the character and permanent 
intereſts of the United States are fo obviouſly 
and ſo deeply concerned ; and which has re: 
ceived ſo explicit a hagen from your e 


' GENTLEMEN of ihe SENATE, BY 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, 


1 HAVE directed the proper officers 6 1 
before you reſpectively ſuch papers ahd eſtimates 
as regard to affairs particularly recommende 
to your conſideration, and neceſſary to convey 
to you that information of the ſtate of the Union, 
which it is my duty to aw od 


The welfare of our country is the great ob · 
ject to which our cares and efforts ought to be 

directed. And 1 ſhall derive great ſatisfaction 

from a co- operation with you, in the pleaſing 
though arduous taſk of enſuring to our fellow- 

citizens the bleſſings which they have a right 
to expect, from a free, efficient, and equal go- | 
yernment. 
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WE, the Senate of the United States, re- 


turn you our thanks for your ſpeech delivered 


to both Houſes of Congreſs. The acceſſion of 
the State of North- Carolina to the Confedera- 
tion of the United States, gives us much plea- 
ſure; and we offer you our congratulations on 
that event, which at the ſame time adds ſtrength 


to our Union, and affords a proof that the more 


che Conſtitution has been conſidered, the more 
the goodneſs of it has appeared. The informa- 


tion which we have received, that the meaſures 
of the laſt ſeſſion have been as ſatis factory to our 


conſtituents as we had reaſon to expect from 

the difficulty of the buſineſs in which we were 
engaged, will afford us much conſolation and 
encouragement in N n our deliberations 
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in the preſent ſeſſion for the public good ; and 
every exertion on ouf part ſhall be made to re- 

alize and ſecure to our country thoſe bleſſings 
which a gracious Providence has placed within 
her reach. We are perſuaded that one of the 
moſt eſſential means of preſerving peace, is to 
be prepared for war, and our attention ſhall be 
directed to the objects of common defence, and 
to the adoption of ſuch plans as ſhall appear the 
moſt likely to prevent our dependence on other 
countries for effential ſupplies. In the arrange- 
ments to be made reſpecting the eſtabliſhment 
of ſuch troops as may be deemed indiſpenſable, 
ve ſhall with pleaſure provide for the comforta- 
ble ſupport of the officers and ſoldiers, with a 


due regard to economy. We regret that the WW 


pacific meaſures adopted by government with 
regard to certain hoſtile tribes of Indians, 
have not been attended with the beneficial effects 
towards the inhabitants of our ſouthern and 

weſtern frontiers, which we had reaſon to hope; 

and we ſhall cheerfully co-operate in providing 
the moſt effectual means for their protection; 
and if neceſſary, for the puniſhment of ag- 

greſſors. The uniformity of the curreney, and 
of weights and meaſures; the introduction of 
new and uſeful inventions from abroad, and the 
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' exertion of {kill and genius in produeing them 
t Domeß dd Beile 
between the diſtant parts of our country, by 
means of the poſt- office and poſt-· roads; a pro- 
nion for the ſupport of the department of fo- 
reign affairs, and a uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion, by which foreigners may be-admitted to 
the rights of citizens, are objects which ſhall 
receive ſuch carly attention as their teſpective 
importance requires. Literature and ſcience 
W arc eſſential to the preſervation of a free conſti- 
non; the meaſures of government ſhould there. 
W fore be calculated to ſtrengthen the confidence, 
that is due to that important truth. Agricul- 
ture, commerce and manufactures, forming the 
baſis of the wealth and ſtrength of our Confe- 
derared Republic, mult be the frequent ſubje& 
of our deliberation, and ſhall be advanced by 
all proper means in our power. Public credit 
being an object of great importance, we ſhall 
cheerfully co-operate in all proper meaſures for 
its ſupport. - Proper attentiog ſhall be given to 
ſuch papers and eſtimates as you may be pleaſed 
to lay before us. Our cares and efforts ſhall be 
directed to the welfare of our country; and we 
have the moſt perfect dependence upon you co- 
operating with us, on all occaſions, in ſuch 
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in the preſent ſeſſion for the public good ; and 


every exertion on ouf part ſhall be made to re. 


alize and ſecure to our country thoſe bleſſings 
which a gracious Providence has placed within 
her reach. We are perſuaded that one of the 
moſt eſſential means of preſerving peace, is to 
be prepared for war, and our attention ſhall be 
directed to the objects of common defence, and 
to the adoption of ſuch plans as ſhall appear the Wl 


moſt likely to prevent our dependence on other 


countries for effential ſupplies. In the arrange- 
ments to be made reſpecting the eſtabliſhment 
of ſuch troops as may be deemed indiſpenſable, 


we ſhall with pleaſure provide for the comforta- 
ble ſupport of the officers and ſoldiers, with a 


due regard to economy. We regret that the 
pacific meaſures adopted by government with 
regard to certain hoſtile tribes of Indians, 
have not been attended with the beneficial effects 
towards the inhabitants of our ſouthern and 


weſtern frontiers, which we had reaſon to hope; 


and we ſhall cheerfully co-operate in providing 


the moſt effectual means for their protection; 


and if neceſſary, for the puniſhment of ag- 
grefſors. The uniformity of the currency, and 
of weights and meaſures ; the introduction of 
new and uſeful inveritions from abroad, and the 
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 . exertion of ſkill and genius in producing them 
| at home; the facilitating the communication 
between the diſtant parts of our country, by 
means of the poſt- office and poſt · roads; a pro- 
viſion for the ſupport of the department of fo- 
reign affairs, and a uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion, by which foreigners may be admitted to 
the rights of citizens, are objects which ſhall 
receive ſuch early attention as their reſpective 
importance requires. Literature and ſcience 
are eſſential to the preſervation of a free conſti- 
tion; the meaſures of government ſhould there. 
fore be calculated to ſtrengthen the confidence; 
that is due to that important truth. Agricul- 
ture, commerce and manufactures, forming the 
baſis of the wealth and ſtrength of our Confe- 
derated Republic, muſt be the frequent ſubject 
of our deliberation, and ſhall be advanced by 
all proper means in our power. Public credit 
being an object of great importance, we ſhal! 
cheerfully co- operate in all proper meaſures for 
its ſupport. Proper attentiog ſhall be given to 
ſuch papers and eſtimates as you may be pleaſed. 
to lay before us. Our cares and efforts ſhall be 
directed to the welfare of our country; and we 
have the moſt perfect dependence upon you co- 
operating with us, on all occaſions, in ſuch 
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meaſures as will enſure to our fellow. citizen 
which they have a right to ex 
cientand equal government. 
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The Pretident 's Reply. 


333 
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the aſſurances, which it contains, of attention to 
the ſeveral matters Toa 1155 me to W con- 
ä ſaderation. g kn WB ne 


; Rehing on the continuance of your exer- 
tions for the public good, I anticipate for our 
country the OO 1 of ade and 18 
dent counſels. 


G6. WASHINGTON. 


5 I THANK. you os your „ and for 
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Of the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 
b i 18 1 b K, 8 . 


THE Repreſentatives of the people of the 

Dnited States have taken into conſideration your 

ſpeech to both Houſes of Congreſs at the 5 
1 of the e ſeſſion. | 


We e your if congratulbtions on vithe f 
acceſſion of the State of North - Carolina; an e- 
vent which, while it is a teſtimony of the inereaſ- 
ing good-will towards the government of the 
| Union, cannot fail to give additional dignity 
and ſtrength to the American Republic, already 
riſing in the eſtimation of the world in national 
character and reſpectability. 


| The information that our meaſures of the 
laſt ſeſſion have not proved diſſatisfactory to our 
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W conſtituents, affords us much encouragement at 
; | this juncture, when we are reſuming the ar- 
= duous taſk of e for ſo extenſive an em- 
3 you | = 


2 Nothing can be more © aritiboing' to thi Re- 
: | preſentatives of a free people than the reflection, 
W that their labours are rewarded by the approba- 
don of their fellow-citizens. Under this im- 
bprreſſion we ſhall make every exertion to realize 
WW their expectations, and to ſecure to them thoſe 
W bicfings which providence has placed within 
W their reach. Still prompted by the ſame deſire 
WE to promote their intereſts which then actuated 
ds, we ſhall, in the preſent ſeſſion, diligently 
and anxiouſly purſue thoſe meaſures which ſhall 
appear to us conducive to that end. 


® "i 


| We concur with you in the ſentiment, that 
WT 2griculture,' commerce and manufaQtures, are 
entitled to legiſlative protection; and that the 
W promotion of ſcience, and literature will contri- 

W bute to the ſecurity of a free government; in 
che progreſs of our deliberations, we ſhall not 
loſe ſight of objects ſo worthy of regard. 


The various and weighty matters which you 
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have Judged neceflary to recommend to our at. 
tention, appear to us eſſential to the tranquil. 
lity and welfare of the Union, and claim our 
early and moſt ſerious conſideration. We ſhall 
proceed, without delay, to beſtow on them that 
calm diſcuſſion which their 1 5 e 
We W that the 3 arrangement 
afoat with regard to certain hoſtile tribes of 
Indians, have not been attended with that ſuc- 
ceſs which we had reaſon to expect from them; 
we ſhall not heſitate to concur in ſuch further 
meaſures as may beſt obviate any ill effet; 
which might be apprehended from the failure 
of thoſe nnn 


Your approbation of the vote of this Houſe 
at the laſt ſeſſion, reſpecting the proviſion for 
the public creditors, is very acceptable to us: 
The proper mode of carrying that reſolution Wi 
into effect, being a ſubject in which the future : 

character and happineſs of theſe States are 
| deeply involved, will be . the firtt to de- 
erve our attention. N . 


The 1 of the United States is the 
primary object of all our deliberations, and v. 
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_ cheriſh the reflection, that every meaſure which 
we may adopt for its advancement, will not on- 
ly receive your cheerful concurrence, but will 


at the ſame time deriye from your co-operation, 
additional efficacy, in enſuring to our fellow- 


citizens the bleſſings of a free, ethic, 


equal nn 


FREDERICK 2 A MUBLENBURG, 
pri CR ORE pruati 
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The Pregident's Reply, 
GENTLEMEN, MOOS 


I RECEIVE with pleaſure the aſſurance 
you give me, that you will diligently and. anxi. 
_ ouſly purſue ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear to 
you conducive to the intereſts of your conſtitu. 
ents; and that an early and ſerious conſidera. 
tion will be given to the various and weighty 
matters recommended by me to your attention, 


I have full confidence, that your delibera. 
tions will continue to be directed by an enlight- 
ened and virtuous zeal for the happineſs of our 
country. | s 


G. WASHINGTON, 


MONUMETS or PATRIOVISM 


FELLOW-SITIZENS of the” SENATE, and 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. . + 
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IN Wel you Again, hy keel much 
; datisfaction, i in being able to repeat my congra- 
tulations on the fayourable proſpects which con- 
tinue to diſtinguiſh our public affairs. The As 
bundant fruits of another year. have bleſſed. our ; 
country with plenty, and with the means of a 
flouriſhing commerce. The progrels. of publig 
credit is witneſſed by 2 conſiderable riſe of Ar 
merican ſtock abroad, as well as at home 3 and 
the reyenues alloted for this and cher e 
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purpoſes have been productive bey ond the cat. 
culations by which they were regulated. This 
latter circumſtance is the more pleaſing, as it is 
not only a proof of the fertility of our reſources, 
but as it aſſures us of a further increaſe of the 
national reſpectability and credit; and, let me 
add, as it bears an honourable teſtimony to 
the patriotiſm and integrity of the mercantile 
and marine part of our citizens. The punctua- 
lity of the former in diſcharging their engage 
ments has been exemplary, 


In Gorman to the 20 veſted in me 
by the acts of the laſt ſeſſion, a loan of 3, ooo, ooo 
of florins, towards which ſome proviſional mea- 
ſures had previouſſy taken place, has been com. 
| pleted in Holland. As well the celerity with 
which it has been filled, as the nature of the 
terms (conſidering the more than ordinary de- 
mand for  borrowng, creared by the fituation 
of Europe ) give a reaſonable hope, that the 
further execution of thofe powers pay procced 
with advantage and fuccefs. The fecretary of 
the treaſury has my directions to communicate 
ſuch further particulars as may be requiſite for 
more preciſe information. | ons 
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Since your laſt ſeſhons, I have received com- 
munications by which it appears, that the diſtrict 
of Kentucky, at preſent a. part of Virginia, has 
concurred in certain propoſitions in a law of that 
State, in conſequence of which the diſtrict is to 
become a diſtinct member of the Union; in-caſe 

the requiſite ſanction of Congreſs be added. 
For this ſanction application is now made. 1 
ſhall cauſe the papers on this very important 
tranſaction to be laid before you. The libera- 
lity and harmony with which it has been con- 
ducted, will be found to do great honour. to 
both the parties; and the ſentiments of warm 
attachment to the Union and its preſent go- 
vernment, expreſſed by our fellow citizens of 
Kentucky, cannot fail to add an affectionate 
concern for their particular welfare, to the great 
national impreſſions under which you will der 5 
cide on * caſa n v. 11 20 
n Wi diana ating Dn to Rei 
that frequent incurfions have been made on our 
frontier ſettlements by certain banditti of Indi- 
ans, from the north-weſt ſide of the Ohio. Theſe, 
with ſome of the tribes dwelling on and near the 

Wabath, have of late been particularly active 

in their depredations ; and, being emboldened- 
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vy the impunity of their crimes, and aided by 
ſuch parts of the neighbouring tribes as could 
be ſeduced to join in their hoſtilities, or afford 

them a retreat for their priſoners and plunder, 
they have, inſtead of liſtening to the humane 
invitations and overtures made on the part of 
the United States, renewed their violences with 
freſh alacrity and greater effect. The lives of a 
number of valuable citizens have thus been ſa. 
crificed, and ſome of them under circumſtances 
_ particularly:ſhocking, whilſt others have been 
carried into a e e 


20. 


* 1 z E 


Theſe ——— provocations anions it uf, 
ſential to the ſafety of the weſtern ſettlements, 
that the aggreſſors ſhould be made ſenſible that 
the government of the Union is not leſs capable 
of puniſhing their crimes, than it is diſpoſed to 
reſpect their rights and reward their attachments. 
As this object could not be effected by defenſive 
meaſures, it became neceſſary to put in force 

the act which empowers THE PRESIDENT to 
call out the militia for the protection of the 
the frontiers: And I have accordingly authori- 
fed an expedition, in which the regular troops 
in that quarter are combined with ſuch drafts of 
militia as were deemed ſufficient, The event 


* 
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of the meaſure is yet unknown to me. The 
Secretary of War is directed to lay before you 
a ſtatement of the information on which it is 
founded, as well as an eſtimate of the expenic . 
with e it will be attended. 


The diſturbed ftuation of Edfopty nd par- 
ticularly the critical poſture of the great mari- 
time powers, whilſt it ought to make us more 
thankful for the general peace and ſecurity en- 
joyed by the United States, reminds us at the 
ſame time of the circumſpection with which it 
becomes us to preſerve theſe bleſſings. It re- 
quires alſo, that we ſhould not overlook the 
tendency of a war, and even of preparations for 
2 war among the nations moſt concerned in ac- 
tive commerce with this country, to abridge the 
means, and thereby at leaſt enhance the price 
of tranſporting its valuable productions to pro- 
per markets. I recommend it to your ſerious 
reflections, how far and in what mode it may 
be expedient / to guard againſt  embarraſſments 
from theſe contingencies, by ſuch encourage- 
ments to our own navigation as will render our 
commerce and agriculture leſs dependent on 
foreign bottoms, which may fail us in the very 
moments moſt intereſting to both of theſe great 


x28 | WASHING TON” $ 


objects. Our fiſheries, and the tranſportation 
of our own produce, offer us abundant m cans 
for e ourſelves e e this evil, 


Pour attention Ceoums: to 15 not leſs dus to 
that particular branch of our trade which be. 
| longs to the Mediterranean. So many cifcum- 
ſtances unite in rendering the preſent ſtate of it 
diftreſsful to us, that you will not think any 
deliberations miſemployed which _ lead to 
70 its ES and 1e 


The Jaws you has PLD paſſed for the 
eſtabliſhment of a judiciary ſyſtem, have opened 
the doors of juſtice to all deſcriptions of perſons. 
You will conſider in your wiſdom, whether im- 
provements in that ſyſtem may yet be made, 
and particularly whether an uniform proceſs of 
execution on ſentences iſſuing from the federal 
courts, be not defirable through all the States. 


The patronage of our commerce, of our 
merchants and ſeamen, has called for the ap- 
pointment of conſuls in foreign countries. It 

| ſeems expedient to regulate by law the exerciſe 
of that juriſdiftion and thoſe functions which 
are permitted them, either by expreſs conven- 
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tion, or. by Aa friendly indulgence in the places 
of their reſidence. The Conſular Convention 
too, with his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, has ſtipu- 
lated, in certain ales, the id of &hg: enn Ly 
£ loidlative; Pn is ke to carry [theſe : 
gy int A . 2 „ 


Ib ain 

The eſtabliſhment of Fi militia; of a mint, 

of ſtandards of weights and meaſures, of. the 
poſt· office and poſt-roads, are ſubjects which 7 
(I preſume) you will reſume of courſe, and 
which are pern urged hr 2h Ln own im- 
portance. 4 | A. 14. 


* 


rien of the HOUSE 15 
| REPRESEN TATIVE s, 


++? 


Tar" icy of the revenues you have | 
eſtabliſhed lor the objects to which they are ap- 
propriated, leaves no doubt that the reſiduary 5 
proviſions will be commenſurate to the other 
objects for which the public faith ſtands now 
pledged. Allow me, moreover, to hope, that | 
it will be a favourable policy with you, not 
merely to ſecure a payment of the intereſt of the 
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debt funded, but as Yar and as faſt as the grow: 
ing reſources of the country will permit, to ex- 
onerate it of the principal itſelf. The appropri. 
ation you have made of the weſtern lands ex- 
plains your diſpoſitions on this ſubject, and I am 
perſuaded the ſooner that valuable fund can be 
made to contribute, along with other means, to 
the actual reduction of the public debt, the more 
falutary will the meaſures be to every public in- 
tereſt, as well as be more eee to yer 
conſtituents, 75 Ne 


er ae 
1 f REPRESENT ATIVES, 


| IN purſuing the various and weighty buſineſs 
of the preſent ſeflion, I indulge the fulleſt per - 
ſuaſion, that your conſultations will be equally 
marked with wiſdom, and animated by the love 
of your country. In whatever belongs to my 
duty you ſhall have all the co-operation which an 
undiminiſhed zeal for its welfare can inſpire. 
It will be happy for us both, and our beſt re- 
ward, if, by a ſucceſsful adminiſtration of our 
reſpective truſts, we can make the eſtabliſhed 
government more and more inſtrumental in pro- 
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moting the good of our fellow· citizens, and 
more and 1 more the PEO of their ce: 


* 4 
8 1 
* 
* % 
& © Ie 


6. . WASHIN GTON. 
Y United Sts was 8, 1 ht 


WWE receive, Sir, with particular fatiefoc. ; 
tion, the communications contained in your 
ſpeech, which confirm to us the progreſſive ſtate 
of the public credit, and afford at the ſame 
time a new proof of the ſolidity of the founda- 
tion on which it reſts; and we cheerfully join 
in the acknowledgment which is due to the 
probity and patriotiſm of the mercantile and 
maritime part of our fellow-citizens, whoſe en- 
lightened attachment to the principles of go. 
vernment is not leſs conſpicuous in this, than 
it has been jn other important reſpects. 


. 1 


which have been concerted, in purſuance of 


have been the event, we ſhall cheerfully concur 
in the proviſions, which the expedition that has 
been undertaken may require on the part of the 


hn LI e ASHINGTON's 8 


In confidence that every conſtitutional pre- 
Anery has been obſerved, we aſſure you of 


our diſpoſition to concur in giving the requiſite 
ſanction to the admiſſion of Kentucky, as a dil. 


tinct member of the Union; in doing which, 
we ſhall anticipate the happy effects to be ex- 
pected from the ſentiments of attachment towards 
the Union and its preſent government, which 
have been expreſſed by the patriotic inhabitants 
of that diſtrict, © i „ 


While we regret that the continuance and 
increaſe of the hoſtilities and depredations which 
have diſtreſſed our North-Weſtern frontiers, 
ſhould have rendered offenſive meaſures neceſ. 
ſary, we feel an entire confidence in the ſuffi- 
ciency of the motives which have produced 
them, and in the wiſdom of the diſpoſitions 


the powers veſted in you; and whatever may 


legiſlature, and in any other which the future 


peace and ſafety of our W 0 ſettlements may 
call es. | 
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The critical ſituation of the European pow. 
ers will engage a due portion of our attention; 


and we ſhall be ready to adopt any meaſures 
which a prudent circumſpe&ion may ſuggeſt, 
for the preſervation of the bleſſings of peace. 
The navigation and the fiſheries of the United 
States, are objects too intereſting not to inſpire 
a diſpoſition to promote them, by all the means 
which ſhall appear to us conſiſtent with their 
natural progreſs and permanent proſperity. 


Impreſſed with the importance of, a free in- 
tercourſe with the-Mediterranean, we ſhall not 
think any deliberation miſemployed which may 
conduce to the adoption of proper meaſures for 
removing the en ee that obſtruct it. 


The improvement of the 1 Fe da 


andthe other i important objects to which you have 
pointed our attention, will not fail to engage 


the conſideration f reſpectively * = 


DE. the courſe of our deliberations upon every 
ſubject, we ſhall rely upon that co-operations 
which an undiminiſhed zeal and inceſſant anxi 
ety for the public welfare, on your part, ſo 


e e and as it is our anxious de- 


[! 


5 
* : 
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fire, ſo it ſhall be our conſtant endeavour, te 
render the eſtabliſhed government more and 
more inſtrumental in promoting the good of our 
fellow-citizens, and more and more the obje& 
ef their attachment and confidence. 


Tye Preſident's Nepl yx. 
ET awry | 


THESE 3 of favourable attention 

to the ſubjects I have recommended, and of en · 
tire confidence in my views, make the impreſ. 
fon on me, which I ought to feel. I thank 
you for them both, and ſhall continue to rely 
much, for the ſucceſs of all our meaſures for 
the public good, on the aid they will receive 
Tom the 3 and i integrity of your counſels, 


WY 
LEY, 


0. WASHINGTON. | 
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6 1 *. e ee 7 Re ROO 
ITE | Repreſeriativin of: the! ede * the 
United States have taken into conſideration 
your addreſs to the two Houſes at the opening 
uh the Oey Senden of eee | 
We Ae! in We adden Ee by d 
proſpects which continue to be ſo auſpicious to 
our public affairs. The bleſſings reſulting from 
the ſmiles of Heaven on our agriculture, the 
riſe of public credit, with the further advan- 
tages promiſed by it, and the fertility of reſour- 
ces which are found ſo little burdenſome. to the 
community, fully authoriſe our mutual congratu- 
tulations on the preſent occaſion. Nor can we learn 


* 
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without an additional gratification, that the 
energy of the laws for providing adequate re. 
venue have been ſo honourably ſeconded by 
thoſe claſſes of citizens whoſe patriotiſm and 
probity were mare concerned. 


The ſucceſs of the loan opened in Holland, 
under the diſadvantages of the preſent moment, 
is the more important, as it not only denotes 
the confidence already placed in the United 
States, but as the effect of a judicious applica- 
tion of that aid, will ſtill further illuſtrate the 
ſolidity of the nenn on 3 pb 
n "ow ,,, ky 4] e 


N 4 
> 


Abt ole 4Weg 3 lng $103, 6 
The was ſteps taken by he s tate of 
Virgitiain concert with the diſtrict of Kentucky 
towards the erection of the latter into a diſtin 
member of the Union, exhibit a liberality mu- 
tually honourable to the parties. We ſhall be. 
ſtow on this important ſubject the favourable 
conſideration which it merits ;. and with the na- 
tional policy which oughrto govern our deciſion, 
hall not fail to mingle the affectionate ſents. | 
ments, which are awakened by. thoſe expreſſed 
in behalf of our fellow. citizens of Kentucky. 
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wr” 


Whilſt we regret the neceſſity which has pro- 
duced offenſive hoſtilities againſt ſome of the 
Indian tribes northweſt of the Ohio, we ſympa - 
thize too much with our weſtern brethren not 

to behold with approbation the watchfulneſs and 
_ vigour which have been exerted by the execu-' 
tive authority, for their protection; and which, 
we truſt, will make agreſſors ſenſible that it is 
| their intereſt to merit by a peaceable behaviour 


the friendſhip and humanity which the United 


States are always ready to extend to them. 
The encouragement of our own navigation; 
has, at all times, appeared to us highly impor- 
tant. The point of view under which you recom- 
mended it to us is ſtrongly enforced by the actual 
ſtate of things in Europe. It will be incumbent 
on us to conſider in what mode our com- 
merce and agriculture can be beſt relieved 
from an injurious dependence on the navigation 
of other nations, which the frequency of their 
wars renders a too precarious reſource for 
conveying the productions our country to 
mile... | „ 


The preſent ſtate of our trade to the Medi- 
terranean, ſeems not 12 to demand, and will 
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/ 


accordingly receive, the attention which yon 
have recommended. 1 118 


Having already concurred in eſtabliſhing a 
judiciary ſyſtem, which opens the door of juſtice 
to all, without diſtinction of perſons, it will be 
our diſpoſition to incorporate every improve- 
ment which experience may ſuggeſt: And we 
ſhall, conſider in particular, how far the unifor- 
mity which in other caſes is found convenient in 
the adminiſtration of the general government 
throught all the States, may be introduced 
into the forms and rules of executing ſentences 
— from the Federal Courts. 4251. d 


The prapet ts of the jurifaiaion 24 
functions which may be exerciſed by Couſuls 
of the United States in foreign countries, with 
Chriſtian Majeſty eſtabliſhed here, are ſubjects 
of too much conſequence to the public intereſt 
and honour, not to partake of our delibera - 


tions. 


We ſhall renew our attention to the eſtabliſk- | 
ment of the militia and the other ſubjects unfi- 
niſhed at the laſt ſeſſion, and: ſhall proceed in 


/ 
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them with all the diſpatch, which the magni- 
tude of all, and the e of n na Kam. 
_ vill allow. 


Nothing has given us more ſatisfaction than 
to find that the revenues heretofore eſtabliſhed 
have proved adequate to the purpoſes to which 
they were allotted. In extending the proviſion 
to the reſiduary objects, it will be equally our 
care to ſecure ſufficiency and punctuality in the 
payments due from the treaſury of the United 
States. We ſhall alfo never loſe fight of the 
policy of diminiſhing the public debt, as faſt as 
the increaſe of the public reſources will permit; 
and are particularly ſenſible of the many eonſi- 
derations which preſs a reſort to the auxiliary 
reſource furniſhed n the n n, 5 


In e every branch of the 5 | 
ſineſs of the preſent ſeſſion, it will be our con- 
ſtant ſtudy to direct our deliberations to the pub- 
lic welfare. Whatever our ſucceſs may be, we 
can at leaſt anſwer for the fervent love of our 


country, which ought to animate our endeavours. 


In your co-operation, we are ſure of a reſource, 
which fortifies our hopes, that the fruits of the 
eſtabliſhed government will juſtify the confidence 


——— ͤ—ä—ää6— — ——᷑ — uf¼ —y.ͤ 
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which has been placed i in it, and recommend it 
more and more to the affection and N 


D of our fellow-citizens, 


- The Presddent s Reply. | 
| GanTLEMEN, 


THE ſentiments expreſſed in your Addreſs, 


are entitled to my particular acknowledgment. 


Having no object but the good of our country, 


this teſtimony of approbation and confidence, 


from its immediate repreſentatives, muſt be a. 
mongſt my beſt rewards, as the ſupport of your 
enlightened patriotiſm has been among my 


_ greateſt encouragements. Being perſuaded that 
you will continue to be actuated by the ſame 


auſpicious principle, I look forward to the hap- 


pieſt conſequences from your deliberations, due | 
an the * ſeſſion. 


8. WASHINGTON. | 
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Second Congreſs—Firſt Seffion. 


p * 5 
— : $ 
. I 
: : * 


The Preſident 8 Suach. 


FELLOW-CITIZENS of the SENATE, and 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 


I MEET you, upon the preſent occaſion, 
vith the feelings, which are naturally inſpired 
by a ſtrong impreſſion of the proſperous ſituation 
of our common country, and by a perſuaſion | 
equally ſtrong, that the labours of the ſeſſion, 

which has juſt commenced, will, under the 

guidance of the ſpirit, no leſs prudent than pa- 
| triotic, iſſue in meaſures conducive to the ſtabi- 
| ligand increaſe of national Nele | 


3 as are the bi | * ; 
| which demand our grateful acknowledgments 4 


24 ' wWaSHINGTON'S' 4 


the abundance with which another year has again 
_ rewarded the induſtry of the huſbandman, is too 
important to 9 reco neckion. 
Your own ST POT ROY in your reſpective 
ſituations, will have ſatisfied you of the progreſ- 
five ſtate of agriculture, manufaQures, com- 
merce and navigation: In tracing their cauſes, 
you will have remarked, with particular pleaſure, 
the happy effects of that revival of confidence, 
public as well as private, to which the conſtitu- 
tion and laws of the United States have fo emi- 
nently contributed; and you will have obſerved, 
with no leſs intereſt, new and deciſive proofs of 
the increaſing reputation and credit of the na- 
tion. But you, nevertheleſs, cannot fail to de. 
rive ſatisfaction from the confirmation of theſe 
circumſtances, which will be diſcloſed in the ſe - 
veral official communications that will be made 
to you in the courſe of your deliberations. 


The rapid rubſcriptions to the Bank of hy 
Vnited States, which completed the ſum allowed 
to be ſubſcribed in a ſingle day, is among the 

ſtriking and pleaſing evidences which preſent 
themſelves, not only of confidence in the gov- 
ernment, but of reſource in the community. 


_— 
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bas ——— execution of the different 
objects which were ſpecially provided for = the 


live: and reſolutions of the- 1 a Ft 3 | 


. 


Sa the moſt important of che 1s is 
defence and ſecurity of the Weſtern Frontiers. 


To —— n it on nnn 15 nane principles, 


e at nals PRA time; ae nden 
have been. proviſionally concluded, and other; 
proper. means. uſed: to attach the wavering, 
and to confirm in their friendſhip, the well-dif-, 
you tribes of Indians—effeQtual meaſures have 

adopted to make thoſe of a hoſtile deſcrip- 
tion ſenſible, that a pacification was Os 
on terms. wy maderation, and nne 


e ö aha ak 
it became neceſſary to convince the refractory of | 


the power of the United States tu puniſli their de- 
predations; offenſive operations have therefore 
been directed 5 
conſiſtently. as poſſible with the dictates of hu- 


manity. Some of nun an with 


hof y our xeon; dueattention 


to be conducted, however, as 
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expeditions which have bann completed, were 
carried on under the authority and at the ex- 
penſe of the United States, by the militia of 
Kentuky; whoſe enterpriſe, intrepidity and good 
conduct are entitled to peculiar commegda- 


* 
8 3 


Overtures of peace are ſtill continued to the 
deluded tribes, and conſiderable numbers of 
individuals belonging to them have lately re- 
nounced all further oppoſition, removed from 
their former ſituations, and placed themſelves 
under _ Sama Protection 10 FOR Lees 


i / 
, 4 


e SAL, . 
"e's is « Gncerel to be 4 chat all md 
of coercion, in future, may ceaſe; and that an 
intimate intercourſe may ſucceed, calculated to 
advance the happineſs of the Indians, pag to ate 
15 tach en a0 to . ae, ** 
5p PTY to ita it Gain? np That: 
ny ſhould experience the benefits of an impar- 
tial diſpenſation of juſtice—That the. mode of 
_ alienating their lands, the main ſource of dif- 
content and war ſhould'be ſo defined and regu - 
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may be adele controverſy, concern 
the reality and extent. of the alienations which , 
are made—That commerce with. them. ſhould 
be promoted under regulations tending to ſe- 
cure an equitable deportment towards them, 
and that ſuch rational experiments ſhould be 
made, for imparting to them the bleſſings of 
7 civilization, as may, from time to time, ſuit 
their condition That the Executive of the 
 Vnited States ſhould be enabled to employ the 
means, to which the Indians have been long 
accuſtomed, for uniting their immediate inte- 
reſts with the preſervation of peace And that 
_ efficacious proviſion ſhould be made for inflicting 
adequate penalties upon all thoſe, who, by vio- 
lating their rights, ſhall infringe the treaties, 
and endangering the peace of the Union. 


: & ſyſtem correſponding with the mild prin- 
ciples of religion and philanthropy towards an 
unenlightened race of men, whoſe happineſs 
_ materially depends on the conduct of the Unit- 
ed States, would be as honourable to the na- 
tional character, as conformal to the. e 
of ſound poliey. 


ra” N : 
x, 4 wad 4 


8 The powers * R in me by the a, 
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laying certain duties on diſtilled ſpirits, which 
reſpect the ſubdiviſions of the diſtricts 
into ſurveys, the appointment of officers, 
and the aſſignment of compenſations, have 
| likewiſe been carried into effect. In a matter, 
in which both materials and experience were 
wanting to guide the calculation, it will be rea- 
dily conceived that there muſt have been diff. 
culty in ſuch an adjuſtment of the rates of com- 
penſation as would conciliate a reaſonable com- 
petency, with a proper regard to the limits pre- 
ſcribed by the law. It is hoped that the cireum- 
ſpection which has been uſed will be found in 
the reſult to have ſecured the laſt of the two 
objects; but it is probable, that with a view 
to the firſt, in ſome inſtances a reviſion of the 
proviſion will be found adviſeable. 


The impreſſions with which this law has 
been received by the community, have been, 
: upon the whole, ſuch as were to be expected a- 
mong enlightened and well-diſpoſed citizens, 
from the propriety and neceſſity of the meaſure. 
The novelty, however, of the tax, in a conſi- 
derable part of the United States, and a miſ- 
Conception of ſome of its proviſions, have given 


occaſion 3 in . _ to ſome degree 4 
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diſcontent. But it is ſatisfactory to know; that 
this diſpoſition yields to proper explanations and : 
more juſt apprehenſions of the true nature of the 
law. And I entertain a full confidence, that 
it will, in all, give way to motives which ariſe 
out of a juſt ſenſe of duty, and a winden, re- 
- 5 to . 8 welfare. 5 | 
/ TIE ow = 
If there are any eircumſtances, in the h, 
which, conſiſtently with its main deſign, may 
be ſo varied as to remove any well-intentioned 
objections that may happen to exiſt, it will con- 
ſiſt with a wiſe moderation to make the proper 
variations. It is deſirable, on all occaſions, to 
. unite with a ſteady and firm adberence ta con 
ſtitutional and neceſſary acts of government, 
the fulleſt evidence of a diſpoſition, as far as may * 
be practicable, to conſult the wiſnes of every 
part of the community, and to lay the founda- 
tions of the public adminiſtration in the afeQ- 
_— . „„ 


Pain to the -— W in the 
ſeveral acts on that ſubject, a diſtrict of ten miles 
ſquare, tor the permanent ſeat of the govern- 
ment of the United States, has been fixed, and 
announced by proclamation ; which diſtri 
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will comprehend lands on both fides of the river 


Potomac, and the towns of Alexandria and | 


Georgetown. A city has alſo been laid out a- 
greeably to a plan which will be placed before 
Congreſs; and as there is a proſpect, favoured 
by the rate of ſales which have already taken 


place, of ample funds for carrying on the 


neceſſary buildings; there is LOOT 1 4 
of their due 1 9 | 4 
The pie of hat nfs of the inha- 1 
bitavts, for which proviſion was made by a law, 
has been duly notified, (excepting in one in- 
ſtance, in which the return has been informal; 
and another, in which it has been omitted or 
miſcarried) and the returns of the officers who 
* were charged with this duty, which will be laid 
before you, will give you the pleaſing aſſuarance, 
that the preſent population of the United States 7 
on four millions of perſons.” 


It is POE to inform you, | that a fur- 
ther loan of two millions and a half of florins 
has been completed in Holland; the terms of 
which are ſimilar to thoſe of the one laſt an- 
nounced, except as to a ſmall reduction of 
charges. Another, on like terms, for fix mil- 


8 
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lions 30 88 had ied ſet on foot, under 
circumſtances that aſſured immediate * 
tion. | 


** 
a : 


' GENTLEMEN: of the SENATE, 


Two treaties which barks boos be IEF ep 
concluded with the Cherokees, and Six Nations 
of Indians, will be laid before you for your con- 
ene and ratification. £41 
h J LEMEN if the HOUSE TY + 
" REPRUSEN . 


| 7K * pen hs 5 of your. I | 
gilltive truſt, you, muſt anticipate with ,plea- 
| ſure, that many of the difficulties, neceſſarily in- 
_ cident to the firſt arrangement of a new. govern- - _— 
vent, . for ar an extenſive country, have been hap: - — AIM 
exertions of your e 48 in 2 3 
with the other branch of the Legillature. The 
important objects which remain to be accom- 
pliſhed, will, 1 am perſuaded, be conducted up- 
on principles equally comprehenſive, and equally 
well Sine for the enn ee of the br | 
ral wea | N 
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The time limited for receiving ſubſcriptions : 
to the loans propoſed by the act making provi- 
ſion for the debt of the United States, having 
expired, ſtatements from the proper department, 
will, as ſoon as poſſible, apprize you of the ex- | 
act reſult. Enough, however, is already known . 
to afford an aſſurance that the views of that 
act have been ſubſtantially fulfilled; The ſub- 
ſcription in the domeſtic debt of the United 
States, has embraced by far the greateſt propor- 
tion of that debt; affording at the ſame time, 

proof of the general ſatisfaction of the public 
creditors with the ſyſtem which has been pro- 
poſed to their acceptance, and of the ſpirit of 
accomodation to the convenience of the govern- 
ment with which they are actuated. The ſub- 
ſcriptions in the debts of the reſpective ſtates, 
as far as the proviſions of the law have permitted, 
may be ſaid to be yet more general. The part 
of thedebt of the United States which remains 
unſubſcribed, will naturally engage oy fur- 
9 5 ene, 


u is a pleaing to me to be able to 
announce to you, that the revenues which have 


been eſtabliſhed; promiſe to be adequate to their 
objects, and may be permitted; if no unforeſeen 
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| exigency occurs, to ſuperſede, for the preſent, 
| the neceſſity of any new be es upon our 
| conſtituents. En 


An objecr which v will deim your early atten- 5 
tion, is a proviſion for the current ſervice of 8 
the enſuing year, together with ſuch aſcertained 
demands upon the treaſury as require to be im- 
mediately diſcharged, and ſuch caſualties as may 


2 — oe 
nd © WAI a RPA. wb eo 


' - have ariſen in the execution of the public buſi- 


reference to former communications for ſeveral 


neſs, for which no- ſpecific appropriation may = 
have yet been made; of all which, a proper e- | 
{timate will be laid before you. WS Ti | 


GENTLEMEN of the SENATE, _— 
HOUSE, of REPRESENTATIVES, | 


1 SHALL content myſelf da a a 


objects, upon which the urgency of other affairs 3 
has hitherto poſtponed any definitive reſolution. 
Their importance will recal them to your-atten- 
tion; and I truſt that the progreſs already made, 
in the moſt arduous arrangments of the govern- 
ment, will afford you leiſure to reſume them with 
| advantage. "Sh | 
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There are, however, ſome of chen of which 
I cannot forbear, a more particular mention; 
theſe are, the Mi litia—The Poſt-Office and Poll 

Roads — The Mint—Weights and Meaſures—a 
Proviſion for the OTE the Vacant Lands of 
the United _ 


The firſt is 5 an | abiet of primary 
importance, Whether viewed in reference to the 
national ſecurity, to the ſatisfaction of the com. 
munity, or the preſervation of order. In con- 
nexion with this, the eſtabliſhment of compe. 
tent magazines and arſenals, and the fortifica- 
tion of ſuch places as are peculiarly, important 
andi vulnerable, naturally preſent themſelves to 
" conſideration. The ſafety of the United States, 
under divine protection, ought to reſt on the 
baſis of ſyſtematic and ſolid arrangement; ex- 
poſed as little as poſſible to the hazards of fortu- 
itous circumſtances. | 


\ 4 


The i importance of the Poſt.Office ER: Fol- 
Roads, on a plan ſufficiently liberal and com- 
prehenſive, as they reſpect the expedition, ſafe · 
ty and facility of communication, is increaſed 
by the inſtrumentality in diffuſing a knowledge 
of the laws and proceedings of the government; 
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E „lieb, while it contributes to the ſecurity of 
the people, ſerves alſo. to guard them againſt 
the effe&s of miſrepreſentation and miſconcep- 
non. The . eſtabliſhment of additional eroſs- 
poſts, eſpecially to ſome of the important points 
in the weſtern and northern parts of the ha 
axe dal} a be _ ene . * 177 Z . 


The diforders in he exiting ma 
veciallynys ſcarcity of ſmall change, a fcarcity | 
ſo peculiarly diſtreſſing to the poorer claſſes, 
ſtrongly recommend the carrying into immediate 
effect the reſolution already entered into con- 
cerning the eſtabliſhment.of a Mint. Meaſures 
have been taken purſuant to that reſolution for 
procuring ſome of the moſt neceſſary articles, 
together with the er e | 


An uniformity i in the weights and meaſures 
of the country is among the important objects 
ſubmitted to you by the Conſtitution, and if it 
can be derived from a ſtandard at once invari- 
able and univerſal, muſt be no leſs honourable 
to the public councils than conducive to the 
public convenience. 


A proviſion for the he fl of the vacant lands 
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of the United States, is particularly: urged, 2. 


judiciouſly applied, they may ſave the iieceſſity 


being free to diſcharge the principal, but i in 2 


reer e ee 
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mong other reaſons, by the important conſide- 
rations that they are pledged as a fund for re. 
imburſing the public debt; that if timely and 


of burthening our citizens with new taxes for 
the extinguiſhment of the principal; and that 


limited propc no opportunity Nan to be 
Jos for dog's the publics of its ee e 
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| Inter o te Sena, 


1 1 
1 3 
1 - * 8 7 
* * Ga 7 57 * 


THE 8 3 the United States have re- 
ceived with much ſatisfaction the aſſurance of 
public proſperity contained in your Tpeech to 
both Houſes, The multiplied bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence have not efcaped our notice, or failed 
to excite our u „„ 


The 0 which 7 8 the reſtora- 
tion of public and private confidence, are con- 
ſpicuous and important; and the pleaſure with 
which we contemplate them is heightened by 
your aſſurance of thoſe farther communications, | 
which ſhall confirm their exiſtence, and indicate 
their ſource. 


While we rejoice in the ſucceſs of thoſe 
W 5 operations which have been directed 
againſt the hoſtile Indians, we lament with you 
the neceflity that has produced them ; and we 


U 
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participate che hope that the preſent proſpe& of 
a general peace, on terms of moderation and 
juſtice, may be brought into complete and per. 
manent effe&; and that the meaſures of govern. 
ment, for the ſecurity of our frontiers, may e- 
qually embrace the general intereſts of human. 
ity. Our ſolicitude to obtain, will ' enfure our 
' zealous attention to an odject ſo warmly eſpoul. 
ed by the dictates of benevolence, and fo highly 
Intereſting to the honour and Wellare of the 
nation. : 


The ſeveral ſubjects which you have particu—- 
larly recommended, and thoſe which remain of 
former ſeſſions, will engage our early conſide- 
ration. We are encouraged to proſecute them 
with alacrity and ſteadineſs, by the belief, that 
they will intereſt no paſſion but that for the ge- 
neral welfare, by the aſſurance of concert, and 
by a view of thoſe arduous and important ar- 
rangements which have been already accom- 

pliſhed. | 


oy We obſerve, Sir, the conſtancy and activity 
of your zeal for the public good. The example 


MONUMENTS OF PAPRIOTISM. 157 


will animate our efforts to promote the Fhappinclh 


f 8 
15 14 


155 by 4 and in behalf of the Senate, 


JOHN ADAMS, Vice Prefident of the United 
States, and Preſident of the Senate, 


x 


The Preſident's Reply. 
EENTLEMEN, 


THIS manifeſtation of your zeal for the 
honour and the happineſs of our country, de- 
rives its full value from the ſhare which your 
deliberations have already. had in promoting 


L thank you for the favourable ſentiments 
with which you view the part I have borne in 
the arduous truſt committed to the government 
of the United States; and deſire you to be aſſu- 


red that all my zeal will continue to * thoſe 
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further efforts for the public good, 1 are 


enſured by the ſpirit in which you are entering 
on the Preſent ſeſſion. 
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0. WASHIN GTON. 
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Anſwer 


Of the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 
3 1 R, 

IN receiving your addreſs at the opening of 
the preſent ſeſſion, the Houſe of Repreſentatives 
have taken an ample ſhare in the feelings inſpi- 
red by the actual proſperity and flattering proſ- 
pects of our country; and whilſt, with becom - 
ing gratitude to Heaven, we aſcribe this happi- 
neſs to the true ſource from which it flows, we 
behold with animating pleaſure, the degree in 
which the conſtitution and laws of the United 
States have been inſtrumental in diſpenſing it. 
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It yields us particular ſatisfaction to learn 
the ſucceſs with which the different important 
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meaſures of the government have proceeded; 


as well thoſe ſpecially: provided for at the laſt 


ene thoſe of e e e longitibhe 
. 5 22 | 
The 5 of! our Weſtern W in 
| vhieb the lives and repoſe of ſo. many of our 
fellow. citizens are involved, being peculiarly in- 
tereſting, your communications on that ſubje& 
are e Je to us. 


* * , * — * 
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ltia, whoſe ſervices were called for, is an ho- 5 


nourable confirmation of the efficacy of that 


precious reſource of a free ſtate; and we anxi- 
ouſly wiſh, that the conſequences of their ſuc- 
ceſsful enterprizes, and of the other proceedings 


to which you have referred, may leave the Uni- 


ted States free to purſue the moſt benevolent 


policy towards the unappy and n. race e of 
people i am our neighbor hood, 25 e 


The amount of the population of the Uni- 
ted States, determined by the returns of the 
cenſus, is a ſource of the moſt pleaſing reflec- 
tions, whether it be viewed in relation to our 
national ſafety and reſpectability, or as a proof 
of that felicity in the ſituation of our country, 
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which favours ſo a rapidity in its 
growth: Nor ought any to be inſenſible to the 
additional motives ſuggeſted by this important 
fact, to perpetuate the free government eſtab- 
lihed, with a wiſe adminiſtration of it, to a 
portion of the earth which promiſes fuch an in. 
ereaſe of the number which is to enjoy theſe 
bleſſings within the limits __ the n n 


S * 


We hall 3 us all the afoot PE 


to your patriotic recommendations, and with a 
deep ſenſe of the truſt committed to us by our 
fellow-citizens, to take into conſideration the 
various and important matters falling within the 
preſent ſeſſion. And in diſcuſſing and deciding 
each, we ſhall feel every diſpoſition, whilſt we 
are purſuing the public welfare, which muſt be 
the ſupreme object with all our conſtituents, to 
accommodate, as far as poſſible, the means of 
attaining it to the ſentiments and wiſhes of every 
| rt of them. 
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The President 8 Reply, | 
GENTLEMEN, , | 


THE pleaſure I e from an aſſurance af 
your attention to the objects I have recom- 
mended to you, is doubled by your concurrence 
in the teſtimony I have borne to the proſperous 
condition of our public affairs. Relying. on the 
ſanctions of your enlightened judgment, and on 
| your patriotic aid, 1 ſhall be the more encou- 
| raged in all my endeavours for the public weal ; 
| andparticularly in thoſe which may be required 
on my part for executing the ſalutary meaſures 
len from den e ee, 


3 WASHINGTON. 
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Second Con greſs Second Sefſion. 
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T he Preſident's Speech, 
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'FELLOW-CITIZENS of the SENATE, and 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, 
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. is ſome abatement of the ſatisfaction, 
with which I meet you on the preſent occaſion, 
that in felicitating you on a continuance of the 
national proſperity, generally, I am not able to 
add to it information that the Indian hoſtilities, 
which have, for ſome time paſt diſtreſſed our 
north-weſtern frontier, have terminated. 
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You will, I am perſuaded, learn, with no 
leſs concern than I communicate it, that reite - 
rated endeavours towards effecting a pacification 
have hitherto iſſued only in new and outrageous 
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the tribes with whom we are in conteſt. An 
earneſt deſire to procure tranquility to the fron- 
tiers to ſtop the further effuſion of blood—to 
arreſt the progreſs of expence—to forward the 


_ prevalent wiſh of the nation, for peace, has led 


to ſtrenuous efforts, through various channels, 
to accompliſh theſe deſirable purpoſes ; in mak- 


ing which efforts, I conſulted leſs my one anti- 


cipations of the event, or the ſcruples which 


ſome conſiderations were calculated to inſpire, 


than the wiſh to find the object attainable ; or 


if not attainable, to aſcertain, een | 
o 


that ſuch i 1s the caſe. 


A detail of the meaſures which have been 
purſued, and of their conſequences, which will 
be laid before you, while it will confirm to you 
the want of ſucceſs, thus far, will, T truſt evince 
that means, as proper and as efficacious 


as could have been deviſed, have been employed. 


The iſſue of ſome of them, indeed, is ſtill de- 
pending ; but a favourable one, though not to 
be deſpaired of, is not promiſed by any thing 
that has yet happend. 1 


In the courſe of the attempts which have been 


proofs of perſevering hoſtility on the part of 
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made, ſome valuable citizens have fallen victims 
to their zeal for the public ferviſe. A ſanction 
commonly reſpected, even among ſavages, haz 
| been found, in this inſtance, inſufficient to pro- 
| tect from maſſacre, the emiſſaries of peace; it 
will, I preſume, be duly conſidered, whether 
the occaſion does not call for an exerciſe of 


liberality towards the families of the deceaſed. 


It muſt add to your concern, to be informed 
that beſides the continuation of hoſtile appear. 
ances, among the tribes north of the Ohio, 
ſome threatening ſyMptoms have of late been 
revived among ſome of thoſe ſouth of it. 


A part of the Cherokees, known by the name 

ol Chickamagas, inhabiting five villages on the 
Tenneſſee river, have long been in the practice 
of committing depredations on the e 
ing — 


It was hoped that the treaty of Holſton, made 
with the Cherokee nation, in July, 1791, 
would have prevented a repetition of ſuch de- 
predations. But the event has not anſwered 
this hope. The Chickamäges, aided by ſome 
banditti of another tribe in their vicinity, have 


i 1 
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recently perpetrated wanton and unprovoked 
hoſtilities upon the citizens of the United States, 
in that quarter. The information which has 
been received on this ſubje& will be laid before 
you. Hitherto defenſive precautions, only have 


been —_ enjoined and obſerved. 


It is not underſtood that any breach of treaty, 


or aggreſſion whatſoever, on the part of the 
United States, or their citizens, is even alleged, 


as a pretext for the OT of E * in this 
quarter. 


I have reaſon to believe, that every practica. 
ble exertion has been made, (purſuant to the 
proviſion by law for that purpoſe) to be prc- 
pared for the alternative of a proſecution of the 


war, in the event of a failure of pacific over- 
tures. A large proportion of the troops, au- 


thorized to be raiſed, have been recruited, 
though the number is ſtill incomplete; and pains 


have been taken to diſcipline, and put them in 


condition for the particular kind of ſervice to be 


performed. A delay of operations (beſides be- 


ing dictated by the meaſures which were pur- 
ſuing towards a pacific termination of the war) 
has been in itſelf deemed preferable to immature 
efforts. A ſtatement, from the proper depart- 
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ment, with regard to the number of troops 
raiſed, and ſome other points which have been 
| ſuggeſted, will afford more preciſe information, 
as a guide to the legiſlative conſultations ; and 
among other things, will enable Congreſs to 
judge whether ſome additional ſtimulus to the 
recruiting ſervice may not be adviſeable. 


In looking forward to the future expence of 
the operations, which may be found inevitable, 
I derive conſolation from the information I re- 
ccive, that the product of the revenues for the 
preſent year, is likely to ſupercede the neceſlity 

of additional burthens on the community, for 
the ſervice of the enſuing year. This, however, 
will be better aſcertained in the courſe of the 
ſeſſion; and it is proper to add, that the infor- 

mation alluded to proceeds from the ſuppoſition 
of no material extenſion of the ſpirit of hoſtilities. 


I cannot diſmiſs the ſubject of Indian affairs, 
without again recommending to your conſidera- 
tion the expediency of more adequate proviſion 

for giving energy to the laws throughout our 
interior frontier; and for reſtraining the comil- 

ſion of outrages upon the Indians; without 
which all pacific plans muſt prove nugatory. 
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To enable, by competent rewards, the employ- 
ment of qualified and truſty perſons to reſide 
among them, as agents, would alſo contribute 
«a, the preſervation of peace and good neigh- 
' bourhood. If in addition to theſe expedients, 
an eligible plan could be deviſed for promoting 
promoting civilization among the friendly tribes, 
and for carrying on trade with them upon a 
ſcale equal to their wants, and under regula- - 
tions calculated to protect them from impoſition 
and extortion, its influence in cementing their 
intereſts with ours could not but be conſidera- 
ble. ; | 


The proſperous ſtate of our revenue has ” 
1 intimated. This would be ſtill more the caſe, 
were it not for the impediments which in ſome 
places continue to embarraſs the collection of 
the duties on ſpirits, diſtilled within the United 
States. Theſe impediments have leſſened, and 
are leſſening in local extent; and, as applied to 
the community at large, the contentment with 
the law e to be progres 


Buy ſymptoms of increaſed oppoſition ting p 
lately manifeſted themſelves in certain quarters, 
I judged ſpecial interpoſition on my part, proper 
and adviſable, and under this impreſſion have 
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iſſued a proclamation, warning againſt all un- 
lawful combinations and proceedings, having 
for their object, or tending to obſtruct the ope- 
ration of the law in queſtion, and announcing 
that all lawful ways and and means would be 

ſtrictly put in execution, for bringing to juſtice | 
the infractors thereof, and ſecuring helene 
thereſo. | 


: Meaſures have alſo been taken for the proſe - 
cution of offenders. And congreſs may be 
aſſured, that nothing within conſtitutional and 
legal limits, which may depend on me, hall be 
wanting to aſſert and maintain the juſt authority 
of the laws: In fulfilling this truſt, 1 ſhall 
count entirely upon the full co-operation of the 
other departments of the government, lh upon 
the zealous 5599780 of all de ctizens. 


1 cannot 1 to W again into dhe 
view of the legiſlature, the ſubject of a reverſi 
on of the judiciary ſyſtem. A repreſentati- 
on from the judges. of the ſupreme court, 
which will be laid before you, points out ſome 
of the inconveniences .. that, are experienc- 
ed. In the courſe of the execution of the 

laws, conſiderations riſe out of the ſiruQure of 


— 
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that ſyſtem, which in ſome Lats tend to relax 
their effcaey. As connected with this fubject, | 
proviſions to facilitate the taking of bail upon 
proceſſes out of the courts of the United States, 
and ſupplementary definition of offences againſt A; 
the conſtitution and laws of the Union, and of © 
the' puniſhment for ſuch offences, will, it is 1 


preſumed, be 1 worthy a particular atten- N 


| tion. a. AH | 


Obſervations on the value of peace with other 
nations are unneceſſary. Tt would be wiſe, how- 
ever, by timely proviſions, to guard againſt thoſe 
acts of our own citizens, which might tend to 
| diſturb it, and to put ourſelves i in a condifion to 
give that ſatisfaction to foreign nations, which 5 
we may ſometimes haye occaſion to require from i 
them. 1 particularly recommend to your conſi- | 
deration the means of preventing thoſe aggreſli- | 
ons by dur citizens on the territory of other 
nations, and other infractions of the law of na- 7 
tions, 'y hich furniſhes juſt ſubject of complaint, 
and | might endanger our peace with them. And, 
in general, the maintenance of a friendly i inter- 
courſe with foreign powers will be preſented to 
your attention by the expiration of the law for 
that purpoſe, which takes place, if not renew 
ed at the cloſe of _ preſent ſeſſion. 


1 * N o ron. 3 


In execution of the authority given by the 5 * 
giſlature, meaſures have been taken for engag- 
ing ſome artiſts from abroad to aid in the eſta. 
bliſhment of our mint: others have been em- 

ployed at home. Provifion has been made of 
the requiſite baildings, and theſe are now put- 
ting into proper condition for the purpoſes of 
the eſtabliſhment. There has alſo been a ſmall. 
beginning in the coinage of half dimes : the 
want of ſmall coins in circulation calling the firſt 
attention to them. 1 


The 3 of foreign coins, in correſ-, 


pondency with the principles of our national 
yy coinage, as being eſſential to their due opera- 
tion, and to order in our money concerns, , ; 
F_ doubt not, be reſumed and ee f 
It is 3 at ſome proviſions i in the x 
law, which eſtabliſhes the poſt - office, operate, in 
experiment, againſt the tranſmiſſion of newspa-. 
pers to diſtant parts of the country. Should 
this, upon due i inquiry, be found to be the fact, 
a full conviction of the importance of facilitat-, | 
ing the circulation of political 22 MP. s 
:: information, will, 1 doubt a Jong lead to W aar, 
4 plication of; a remedy. 5 


+ : 
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The Apes of 3 a contra for the State _ 
of Kentucky, has been notified to me. The le. 
giſlature will ſhare with me in the fatisfa&tion | 
which ariſes from an event, intereſting to the 1. 
happineſs of the part of the nation to which it 
relates, and conducive to. the general order. 

It is proper 1 8 inform you, that ſince 
my laſt communication on the ſubject, and in fur- 
ther execution of the acts, ſeyerally making pro- 
viſion for the public debt, and for the reduQi- 

on thereof, three new loans have been effected, 
each for three millions of florins; one at Ant- 
werp, at the annual intereſt of four and one half 
per cent, with an allowance of tour per cent, in 
lieu of all charges; 3 and the other two at Am- 1 
ſterdam, at the annual intereſt of four per > - =, * _ 
cent, with an allowance of five and one half co 
per cent, in one caſe, and of five per cent, in 

the other, in lieu of all charges. The rates of 
theſe loans, and the circumſtances, under which 

| they have been made, are confirmations of the 

high ſtate of our credit abroad. 


Among the objects to e theſe funds have 
been directed to be applied, the payment of the 
debts due to certain foreign officers, according 
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to the proviſion made during the laſt ſeſſion a 


1 has been embraced. 


GENTLEMEN of the HOUSE 7 85 
REPRESENTATIVES, ” 


FF 


gh ENTERTAIN a firons hope; that the 
ſtate of the national finances is now ſufficiently 
matured to enable you to enter upon a ſyſte- 
matic and effectual arrangement for the regu- 
lar redemption and diſcharge of the public debt, 
according to the right which has been reſerved 


to the government. No meaſure can be more 
 defirable, whether viewed with an eye to its 
intrinſic importance, or to the general ſentiment 


and wiſh of the nation. 


| Proviſion is "ON requiſite for the reim- 


burſement of the loan which has been made for 


Bank of the United States, purſuant to the 
eleventh ſection of the act by which it is incor- 
porated. In fulfilling the public ſtipulations 
in this particular, it 1s expected a a valuable faving 
vn. mae. . | e 


pete for the current ſervice of the 
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enſuing year, and-for auch extraordinaries as 
may require proviſion, will demand, and I doubt 
not will engage your early attention. 


GENTLEMEN of the SENATE, and 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, 


1 CONTENT myſelf with recalling your at- 

tention, generally, to ſuch objects, not particu- 

 larized in my preſent, as have been ſuggeſted in 
my former communications to Fe, 2 


v temporary laws will expire Ai Fe g 


| preſent ſeſſion. Among theſe, that which regu- 


lates trade and intercourſe with the Indian tribes, 5 
will merit . notice- n 


The reſults of your WW deliberations 
hitherto, will, I truſt, be productive of ſolid and 
durable advantages to our conſtituents; ſuch as, 
by conciliating more and more their ultimate 
ſuffrage, will tend to ſtrengthen and confirm | 
their attachment to that conſtitution of govern- 
ment, upon which, under Divine Providence, 


materially depend their union, their ſafety, and 
their happineſs. 


174 wenne rex 


Still further to promote ahd ſecure theſe in. 
x eſtimable ends, there'is nothing which can have 
a more powerful tendency, than the careful 
cultivation of harmony, combined with a due 
Ls i tai to N in the, pay councils, 


6. WASHINGTON. 
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geri. sr, our grateful RY I "1 
ments for your addreſs at the opening of the 
"preſent ſeſſion. We participate with you in x the | 
ſatisfaction ariſing from the continuance of the 

general proſperity of the nation; but it is not 
| without the moſt ſincere concern that we are in- 
formed, that the reiterated efforts which have 
been made to eſtabliſh peace with the hoſtile In- 
dians have hitherto failed to accompliſh that de 
fred effect. Hoping that the meaſure {till depend. | 
2 ing may prove more ſucceſsful than thoſe which 4 
have preceded them, we ſhall nevertheleſs con · 
eur in w_ neceſſary preparation for the alter- | 
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native ; and, ſhould ahe Indians ein fide of 

the Ohio perfiſt i in their hoſtilities, fidelity to the 
Union, as well as affection for our fellow-cit- 
izens on the frontiers, will enſure our decided 
co-operation in every. meaſ ure, Which ſhall be 
Ane ann oy 1 2 . and ſafety. 


At the fame time ethir 7 we avow the obli g. 
tion of the government to afford its protection 
to every part of the Union, we cannot refrain 
from expreſſing our regret, that even a ſmall 
portion of our tellow citizens in any quarter of 
it, ſhould have combined to oppoſe the opera- 
tion of the law for the collection of duties on 
ſpirits diſtilled within the United States; a lar 
| repeatedly. ſanctioned by the authority of the : 
| nation, an d at this juncture materially conne&- 
| vith the Tafety and protection of thoſe who op- 
| poſe it. "Should the means already adopted, | 
fail in ſecuring obedience to this law, ſuch fur- 5 
| ther meaſures as may be be thought neceſſary oF 
to cary the ſame into complete operation, can- | 
not fail to receive the approbation of the Le- 4 


| giſlature, and the ſupport | of _ ; PRO | 
citizen, ; ; 


. 5 ck Wh 2 2 wie | Wo . 4 
1 e-ields us particular pleaſure to learn, that 


— 


| ciated. 


1 * 
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the e of the revenue of the pre- 
ſent year, will probably ſuperſede the neceſſity 


of any eee tax AT the orice: of the 


"The organization . of tue government « of the 
State of Kentucky, being an event peculiarly 
intereſting to a part of our. fellow-citizens, and 


conducive to the general e . us . | 
Jar latisfaction, Fig 


Wea are happy t to learn that the high "a of b 
our credit abroad has been evinced by the 


terms on which the new loans have been: neg: 
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in the courle op the teien, we all proce 


to take into conſideration the ſeveral obfects, 
which you have been pleaſed to ee e to 


our attention; and, keeping i in view. the impor- 
tance of union and ſtability in the public coun- 
cils, we ſhall labour to render our deciſions 


conducive. to the lafety 92 | happineſa of our 
country... 27. | 
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We repeat with bete our artes 01 1 
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dent wiſh that your unabated zeal for the pub- 
lic good may be rewarded by the durable proſ- 
ſperity of the nation, and every ingredient of 
es happineſs. | 


Jom LANGDON, Prefideut pro 
tempore, of the Senate. 


15 The Preſident's Reply. : 


I DERIVE much pleaſure, gentlemen, from 

jour very ſatisfactory addreſs. The renewed 
aſſurances of your confidence my in adminiſtra- 
| tions, and the expreſſion of your wiſh for my 
perſonal happineſs, claim and receive my parti- 
cular acknowledgments. In my future endea- 
yours for the public welfare, to which my duty 
may call me, I ſhall not ceaſe to count upon the 
frm, enlightened and patriotic ſupport of the 
Senate. 


G. WASHINGTON. 


PO. rl” 20G 
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| Anſwer 
Of the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 
"2 5 oy 


IHE Houſe of Repreſentatives, who 
always feel ſatisfaction in meeting you, are 
much concerned that the occaſion for mutual 
telicitation, afforded by circumſtances favorable 
to the national proſperity, ſhould be abated by 
a continuance of the hoſtile ſpirit of many of 
the Indian tribes ; and particularly, that the re- 
iterated efforts for effecting a general pacificati- 
on with them, ſhould have iſſued in new -proots 
of their perſevering enmity, and the barbarous 
ſacrifice of citizens who, as the meſſengers of 
peace, were diſtinguiſhing themſelves by their 
zeal for the public ſervice. In our deliberati- 
ons on this important department of our affairs, 
we ſhall be diſpoſed to purſue every meaſure 
that may be dictated by the ſincereſt deſire on 
one hand, of cultivating peace, and manifeſting, 
by every practicable regulation, our benevo- 
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lent regard for the welfare of thoſe cifraided 
people; and by the duty we feel, on the other, 


to provide effectually for the _— and lber 
tion of d our fellow-citizens.” 0 | 
CFP e 0 
While with regret we learn, that 3 
of oppoſition to the law impoſing duties on ſpire | 
its diſtilled within the United States, have ma- ] 
nifeſted themſeves, we refleQ, with conſolation, 
that they are confitied to a ſmall portion of our 
fellow citizens. It is not more eſſential to the 
preſervation of true liberty, that a government 
ſhould be always ready to liſten to the repre- 
ſentations of its conſtituents, and to accommo- 
date its meaſures to the ſentiments and wiſhes 
of every part of them, as far as will conſiſt with 
the good of the whole, than it is, that the juſt 
authority of the S en be RE main- 
tained.” 1 


Under this impreſſion, every department of 
the government, and all good citizens, muſt ap- 
prove the meaſures you have taken, and We 
purpoſe you have formed, to execute this 
part of your truſt with firmneſs and ocker. 
gy; and be aſſured, Sir, of every conſta uon 
al aid and co-operation which may becoit a 


ticular part of the commu 
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quiſite on our part. And we hope, that while 
the progreſs of contentment under the law in 
queſtion, is as obvious as it is rational, no par. 
uty may be permitted 
to withdraw from the general burthens of the 
country, by a conduct as irreconcileable to nati. 
onal 04 as it is ty with babe de- 
en 


| | The productive ſtate of the public revenue, 
aud the confirmation of the credit of the Unit- 
ed States abroad, evinced by the loans at Ani. 
werp and Amſterdam, are communications the 
more gratifying, as they enforce. the obligation 
to enter on ſyſtematic and effectual arrange- 
ments for diſcharging the public debt, as far 
the conditions of it will permit. And we take 


pleaſure in the opportunity to aſſure you of 


our entire concurrence in the opinion, that no 
meaſure can be more deſireable, whether view- 
ed with an eye to the urgent wiſh of the com- 
munity, or the intrinſic importance of promot- 


ing ſo happy a change in our ſitmation. 


71110 


1. The adoption of a ds for hs 95250 
af Runtucly, is an event in which we join in all 
the ſatisfaction you have expreſſed. It may be 


* 
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conſidered as particularly intereſting, ſince, be- 
ſides the immediate benefits reſulting from it, it 
is another auſpicious demonſtration of the facil- 
ity and ſucceſs with which an enlightened people 
are capable of providing, by free and deliberate 


plans of aer ge for their own | Infety a 
Es CL ELD 


The opperation of the law eſtabliſhing the 
Poſt-office, as it relates to the tranſmiſſion of 
newſpapers, will merit our particular inquiry and 
attention; the circulation of political intelligence 
though theſe vehicles, being juſtly reckoned 
| among the ſureſt means of preventing the dege- 
; neracy of a free government, as well as of re- 
commending every ſalutary public meaſure, to 
the confidence and an of * virtuous 
citizens. 


The ſeveral other matters which you have 
| communicated and recommended, will in their 

order receive the attention due to them; and our 
diſcuſſion will, in all caſes, we truſt, be guided 
by a proper reſpe& for harmony and ſtability in 
the public councils, and a deſire to conciliate 
more and more, the attachment of our conſti- 
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tuents to the conſtitution, by meaſures accom: 
| modated 0 the true dne for which! it was s eſtab. 
liſhed.” FFF 


The President's Reply. 


a GENTLEMEN, ili oa 
IT gives me pleaſure to expreſs to you the 
ſatisfaction which your addreſs affords me. | 
fell, as I ought, the approbation you manifeſt of 
the meaſures I have taken, and the purpoſe 
have formed, to maintain, purſuant to the truſt 
repoſed in me by the conſtitution, the refpe& 
which is due to the laws, and the aſſurance 
which you, at the ſame time, give me of every 
conſtitutional aid and co-operation, that may 
become 1 on . Par | 


This is a new ny of! hin enlightened fe foli 
citude for the eſtabliſhment and confirmation of 
public order, which, embracing a zealous re- 
gard for the principles of true liberty, has guided 
the deliberations. of the Houſe. of Repreſenta- 
tives; a perſeverance, which can alone ſecure, 
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under the divine bleſſing, the real and perma- 
nent felicity of our common country. 


* 


| 6. WASHINGTON. 


184 w WASHINGTON's 


Third Congreſs—Firſt Seſſion. 
— 
Che Preſident's Speech. 


FELLOW-CITIZENS of the SENATE, and 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, 


Smck the commencement of the term, 
for which I have been again called to office, no 
fit occaſion has ariſen for expreſſing to my fel- 
low-citizens at large, the deep and reſpectful 
ſenſe, which I feel, of the renewed teſtimony 
of public approbation. While on the one 
hand, it awakened my gratitude for all thoſe 
inſtances of affectionate partiality, with which 
T have been honoured by my country; on the 
other, it could not prevent an earneſt wiſh for 
that retirement, from which no private conſi- 
deration ſhould ever have torn me. But influ- 
enced by the belicf, that my condu& would be 
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eſtimated" Abeba 0 its real bebe; and 


that the people, and the authorities dertvsck 
from them, would ſupport exertions, i 
nothing perſonal for their object, I have obey- 
_ ed the ſuffrage wh h commanded me to reſume 

the executive power; and 1 humbly n 
that Being, on whoſe will the fate of nations 
depends, to crown with ſucceſs our mutual e en- 


deavours for 7 pon W 8. 


3. * e e 


EI 
s > 


As We as ha war in Europe had Enes 
thofe powers with whom the United States have 


the moſt extenſive relation; - there was reaſon to 


apprehend that our intercourſe with them might 


; be interrupted, and our diſpoſition for peace, : 


wn into queſtion, by the ſuſpicions, too of- 


ten entertained by belligerent nations. It ſeem- 


ed therefore to be my duty, to admoniſh our 
citizens'of the couſequences of a upbeat 
trade, and of hoſtile acts to any of the parties; 
uud to obtain, by a declaration of the exiſting 
legal ſtate of things, an eaſier admiſſion of our 
nights to the immunities, belonging to our f. 
tuation. Under theſe impreſſions, the procla- 


mation, which will be laid before you was iſ- 
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In this poſture of . both new 3 de- 
ah I reſolved to adopt general rules which 


ſhould conform to the treaties, and aſſert the 


privileges of the United States. Theſe were 
reduced into a ſyſtem, which will be communi. 
cated to you- Although I have not thought 
myſelf at liberty to forbid the fale of the prizes, 


permitted by our treaty of commerce with 


France to be brought into our ports; | have 
not refuſed to cauſe them to be reſtored, when 
they were taken within the protection of our 


territory; or by veſſels commiſſioned. or equip- 


ped in a warlike form within * limits of the 


| United es. 


955 : 


It reſts OY the wiſdom of 3 to cor- 2 
rect, improve or enforce this plan of procedure, 


and it will probably be found expedient to ex- 


tend the legal code, and the juriſdiction of the 
courts of the United States, to many caſey 


which, though dependent on principles already 


recogni ized, ee ſome further en 


When individuals ſhall, within the Vnited 
States, array themſelves in hoſtility againſt any 
of the powers at war; or enter upon military 
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diction of the United States; or r uſurp and ex- | 

erciſe judicial authority within the United States; 

or where the penalties on violations of the lau 

of nations may have been indiſtinctly marked, 

or are inadequate; theſe offences cannot receive 

too early and cloſe an attention, and ed 
| prompt and decifive A = 


| Whatſherer. thoſe . may be, as 
wilt be well adminiſtered by the judiciary, Who 
poſſeſs a long eſtabliſhed courſe of inveſtigation, 
effectual proceſs, and officers in the habit of ex- 
ecuting it. In like manner, as ſeveral of the 
courts have doubted, under particular circume 
ſtances, their power to liberate. the veſlels of a 
| nation at peace, and even of a citizen of the 
United States, although ſeized under à falſe 
colour of being hoſtile. property; and have de. 
nied their power to liberate certain captures 
within the protection of our territory; it would 


ſeem proper to regulate their juriſdiction in 


theſe points. But if the Executive is to be the 
reſort in either of the two laſt mentioned caſes, 
it is hoped, that he will be authoriſed by law, 
to have facts aſcertained by the courts, when, 
for his own information he ſhall requeſt it, 


is 
; * 3 N 
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I cannot recommend to your notice. meaſures 
for the fulfilment of our duties to the reſt of 
the world, without again preſſing upon you the 
neceſſity of placing ourſelves in a condition of 
complete defence, and of exacting from them 
the fulfilment of their duties towards 4s. The 
United States ought.not.to indulge a perſuaſion, 
that, contrary to the order of human events, 


| they will forever keep at a diſtance thoſe pain. 


ful appeals to arms, with which the hiſtory of 
every other nation abounds. There is a rank 
due to the United States among nations; which 


will be withheld, if not abſolutely loſt, by the 


reputation of weakneſs... If we deſire to avoid 
inſult, we muſt be able to repel it; if we deſire 
to ſecure peace, one of the moſt powerful in. 
ſtruments of our riſing proſperity, it mult be 
known, that we are at all times my for war. 


The PEI” which vill be © to 
you, will ſhew the amount, and kinds of arms 
and military ſtores now in our magazines and 
arſenals; and yet an addition even to theſe ſup- 
plies cannot with prudence be neglected; as it 
would leave nothing to the uncertainty of pro- 
curing a warlike apparatus in the moment of 
public danger. Nor can ſuch arrangements, 
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with ſuch objects, be expoſed to the cenſure or 
jealouſy of the warmeſt friends of republican 
government. They are ineapable of abuſe in 
the hands of the militia, who ought to poſſeſs 
4 pride in being the depoſitory of the force of 
the Republic, and may be trained to a degree 
of energy, equal to every military exigency of 
the United States. But it is an inquiry, which 
cannot be too ſolemnly purſued, whether the 
act, . more effectually to provide for the nati- 
onal defence by eſtabliſhing an uniform militia 
throughout the United States, has organized 
them ſo as to produce their full effect; whether 
your own experience in the ſeveral States has 
not detected ſome imperfections in the ſcheme; 
and whether a material feature in an improve- 
ment of it, ought not to be to afford an oppor- 

tunity for the ſtudy of thoſe branches of the 
military art, which can ſcarcely ever r be attained 
by prafiice alone? + In: HOLT 39 

: The connexion of the United States with - 
Europe, has become extremely intereſting, — 
The occurrences which relate to it, and have 
paſſed under the knowledge of the Executive, 
will be exbibited to Congreſs in a nen 
communication. 


yu 
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When we contemplate the war on our fron- 


tiers, it may be truly affirmed that every rea- 


ſonable effort has been made to adjuſt the cauſes 
of diſſenſion with the Indians, north of the 
Ohio. The inſtructions given to the commilli. 
oners evince a moderation and equity, proceed. 
ing from a ſincere love of peace, and a libera. 
lity having no reſtriction but the eſſential inte. 
reſts and dignity of the United States. The 
attempt, however, of an amicable negociation 
having been fruſtrated, the troops have marched 
to act offenſively. Although the propoſed treatyß 
did not arreſt the progreſs of military prepara- 
cion, it is doubtful, how far the advance of the 
ſeaſon, before good faith juſtified active move- 
ments, may retard them, during the remainder 
of the year. From the papers and intelligence 
which relate to this important ſubje&, you will 
determine, whether the deficiency in the num- 
ber of troops, granted by law, ſhall be com- 
penſated by ſuccours of militia ;- or additional 


encouragements ſhall be propoſed to recruits. 


An anxiety has been alſo demonſtrated by the 
Executive, for peace with the Creeks. and the 
| Cherokees. The former have been relieved 

with corn and with cloathing, and offenſive 
meaſures againſt them prohibited, during the 
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of the latter, proſecutions have been inſtituted 


for the violences committed upon them. But 


the papers, which will be delivered to you, diſ- 
cloſe the critical footing on which we ſtand in 


regard to both thoſe tribes, and it is with Con- 


grels to pens what mag. be done. : 


1 


| After they mall . AS for che pre- 


ſent emergency, it will merit their moſt ſerious, 
labours, to render tranquility with the ſavages, 


permanent, by creating ties of intereſt. Next 
to a rigorous execution of juſtice on the viola- 
tors of peace, the eſtabliſhment of commerce 


with the Indian nations in behalf of the United 

States, is moſt likely to conciliate their attach- 
ment. But it ought to be conducted without 
fraud, without extortion, with conſtant and 
plentiful ſupplies, with a ready market for the 
commodities of the Indians, and a ſtated price 
for what they give in payment, and receive in 


exchange. Individuals will not purſue ſuch a 
traffic, unleſs they be allured by the hope of 


profit; but it will be enough for the United 
States to be reimburſed only. Should this re- 


commendation accord with the oppinion f 
Congreſs, they will recollect, that it cannot be- 
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acadnrplithed: by any 1 means 1 75 in be handy 
of the Executive. 10 | | 63 
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THE contin, hs ith the . 
tlement of accounts between the United and. 
individual States, concluded their important 
functi ins, within the time limited by law; and 
and the C lances, ſtruck in their report, which 
will be laid before Congreſs, have been 8 
on the _ of the remand HA 
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on 5 firſt la of Jons laſt, an inſtallmen 
of one million of florins became payable on 
the loans of the United States in Holland. 
This was adjuſted by a' prolongation of the 
period of reimburſement, in the nature of a 
new loan, at intereſt at five per cent, for the 
term of ten years; and the expences of this 
eee g were a inen of three Yeu) cent. 


T The firſt ;nſtallment of the 1 of nl 
wi of dollars from the bank of the United 
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Por the the ſecond, it is neceſſary that provi- 
fon ſhould be mace. 


No pecuniary conſideration is more urgent; 


than the regular redemption and diſcharge of 
the public debt; on none, can delay be more 


- injurious, or an ny of time more valuable. 


The oredudiventl of the public. revenues 
hitherto, has continued to equal the anticipatl- 
ons which were formed of it; but it is not ex- 


pected to prove commenſurate with all the ob- 


jets which have been ſuggeſted, Some auxi- 


lary proviſions will, therefore, it is preſumed; 


| be requiſite; and it is hoped that theſe may be 


made conſiſtently with a due regard to the 
convenience of our citizens, who cannot but 
be ſenſible of the true wiſdom of encountering 


2 ſmall preſent addition to their contribution; 


to obviate a future accumulation of burdens. 


! 


But here I cannot forbear to recommend a. 
repeal of the tax on the tranſportation of pub- 


lic prints. There is no reſource ſo firm for 
the government of the United States, as the 
affections of the people, guided by an enligh- 
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thing can produce more, than a faithful repre. 
preſentation of public proceedings, diffuſed 
without reſtraint, throughout the United States, 


An eſtimate of the appropriations, neceſſary 
for the current ſervice of the enſuing year, and 
a ſtatement of a purchaſe of arms and military 
ſtores, made during the Foray will be hr 
33 i» Congreſs. | 


/ 


GENTLEMEN of the SENATE 
and HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, 


THE ſeveral ſubjects, to which I have now 
referred, open a wide range to your deliberati- 
ons; and involve ſome of the choiceſt intereſts 
of our common country. Permit me to bring 
to your remembrance the magnitude of your 
taſk. Without an unprejudiced coolneſs, the 
welfare of the government may be hazzarded ; 
without harmony, as far as conſiſts wy free- 
dom of ſentiment, its dignity may be loſt? But 
as the legiſlative proceedings of the United States 
will never, TI truſt, be reproached for want of 
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temper or of candour; ſo mall 1 not the * 
happineſs languiſn, from the want of my ſtre- 
nous and warmeſt e opere | 


G. WASHINGTON.” 
Thited State Dec. 3, » 1 7 9 1. 


Ant wer of the Senate. 


ACCEPT, Sir, * thanks of the Se- 


ute, for your Speech delivered to both Hou- 
ſes of Congreſs at the opeing of the ſeſſion. _ 
' Your re- election to the Chief Magiſtracy of 


the Vnited States, gives us ſincere pleaſure. 


We conſider. i it as an event every way propitious | 


to the happineſs of our country; and your com- 


pliance with the call, as a freſh inſtance of the 
patriotiſm. which has ſo repeatedly led you to 
facrifice private inclination to the public good. 


In the unanimity which a ſecond time marks 
this i important national act, we trace with par- 


ticular, ſatisfaction, beſides the diſtinguiſhed tri- 


bute paid to the virtues and abilities which it 


recognizes, another proof of that juſt diſcern- 
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ment, and conſtancy of ſentiments and views, 
which have hitherto On Hans the citizens 
of the United States. 


As the European powers with whom the 
United States have the moſt extenſive relations, 
were involved in war, in which we had taken 
no part it ſeemed neceſſary that the diſpoſition 
of the nation for peace, ſhould be promulga- 
ted to the world, as well for the purpoſe of ad. 
moniſhing our citizens of the conſequences of 
a a contraband trade, and of acts hoſtile to any 
of the belligerent parties, as to obtain, by a 
declaration of the exiſting legal ſtate of things, 
an eaſier admiſſion of our right to the immu- 
nities of our ſituation ; we therefore contem- 
plate with pleaſure, the Proclamation by you 
iſſued, and give it our hearty approbation. We 
deem it a meaſure well timed, and wiſe ; ma- 
nifeſting a watchful ſolicitude for the welfare 
of the nation, and calculated to promote it. 

The ſeveral important matters preſented to 
our conſideration, will, in the courſe of the 
ſeſſion, engage all the attention to which they 
are reſpectively entitled; and as the public happi- 
neſs will be the ſole guide of our deliderations, 


RD 
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we are perfectly aſſured of receiving your ſire. 
nuous and moſt zealous co· operation. 


JOHN ADAMS, Vice Preſident of the United | 
States, and Preſident of the Senate. 


The President's Reply. 


Kann. 


THE pleaſure a by the Senate, 
en my re- election to the ſtation which I fill, 
commands my fincere and warmeſt acknow- 
ledgments. If this be an event, which promi- 
ſes the ſmalleſt addition to the happineſs of our 
country, as it is my duty, ſo ſhall 1 it be * ſtu- - 
a to realize the expectation. 


The Sede approbation , which the Procla- 
mation now receives from your Houſe, by com- 
pleting the proof, that this meaſure is conſider- 
ed as manifeſting a vigilant attention to the 

welfare of the United States, e with 1 ita, 
peculiar gratification to ny mind. 


* 
| 
i 
| 
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The other important ſubjects, which have 
been communicated to you, will, I am confi. 


dent, receive a due diſcuſſion, and the reſult 


will, I truſt, prove fortunate to the United 
States. n . 


G. WASHINGTON. 


Anſwer 
Of the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 
$1R, 


THE Repreſentatives of the People of 
the United States, in meeting you for the firſt: 
time ſince you have been again called by an 
unanimous ſuffrage to your preſent ſtation, find 
an occaſion which they embrace with no leſs fin- 
cerity than promptitude, for expreſſing to you 
their congratulations on ſo diſtinguiſhed a teſ- 
timony of public approbation, and their en- 
tire confidence in the purity and. patriotiſm of 


the motives which have produced this obedi- 


ence to the voice of your country. It is to 
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yirtues which have commanded long and uni- 
yerſal reverence, and ſervices from which have 
flowed great and laſting benefits, that the tri- 
bute of praiſe may be paid without the reproach 
of flattery ; and it is from the ſame ſources that 
the faireſt anticipations may be derived in fa- 
vour of the „ apo happineſs. 


The United States having taken no part in 
the war which has embraced'in Europe the pow- 
er with whom they have the moſt extenſive re- 
lations, the maintenance of peace was juſtly to 
be regarded as one of the moſt important duties 
of the Magiſtrate charged with the faithful ex- 
| ecution of the laws. We accordingly witneſs 
with approbation and pleaſure, the vigilance 
with which you have guarded againſt an inter- 
ruption of that bleſſing, by your Proclamation, 

admoniſhing our citizens of the conſequences 
ol illicit or hoſtile acts towards the belligerent 
parties ; and promoting, by a declaration of the 
exiſting legal ſtate of things, an eaſier admiſ- 
ſion of our W to the immunities belonging 
to our nn, 


The connection of the United States with 
Europe has evidently become extremely inter- 
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eſting. The communications which remain tg 
be exhibited to us, will, no doubt, aſſiſt in giy. 
ing us a fuller view of the ſubject, and in guid: - 
ing our deliberations to ſuch reſults as may 
comport with the rights and true en nh our 
country. . Ws 


„ 


We evra with deep regret that the mea- 


ſures dictated by a love of peace for obtaining 


an amicable termination of the affliting war on 
our frontier ſhould have been fruſtrated, and 
that 2 reſort to offenſive meaſures ſhould have 


| ugain become neceſſary. As the latter, how. 


ever, muſt be rendered more ſatisfactory in 
proportion to the ſolicitude for peace manj- 
feſted by the former, it is to be hoped, they 
will be purſued under the better auſpices on that 
account, and be finally crowned with more haps 
py ſucceſs. 


In relation to the particular tribes \ of ts 
dians, againſt whom offenſive meaſures have 
deen prohibited, as well as on all the other im · 
portant ſubjects which you have preſented to 
pur view, we ſhall beſtow the attention which 
they claim, 'We cannot, however, refrain at 
this time, from particularly expreſſing our con- 
eurtence in * anxiety for the regular dil 
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charge of the public debts, as faſt as circum- 
ſtances and events will permit; and in the poli- 
ey of removing any impediments that may be 
found in the way of a faithful repreſentation of 
public proceedings throughout the United States, 
being perſuaded with you, that on no ſubject 
more than the former, can delay be more inju- 
rious, or an economy of time more valuable, 
and that with reſpect to the latter, no reſource 
is fo firm, for the government of the United 
States, as the affections of N people, Suden 
by an N e i . WS 
a” our abe we Nhat en- 3 
deavour to cheriſh every ſentiment which max 
contribute to render them conducive to the 
dignity, as well as the welfare of the United 
States; and we join with you in imploring 
that Being, on whoſe will the fate of nations 


depends, to crown n with ſucceſs our mutual en⸗-⸗ 
deavours. 5 b I He 
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"ay fatiofation which I derive from. the addreſy 


of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. | : Whatſoever 
thoſe ſervices may be which you have fanction- 
ed by your favour, it is a ſufficient reward, that 
"thay have been accepted, as they were meant, 
For the fulfilment of your anticipations of the 
future, I can give no other aſſurance, than chat 
the motives, which. you . Tall continue 
unchanged. e 1 8 

it is truly — IP to me, to Tell that 
the Proclamation has been conſidered as a ſea- 
ſonable guard againſt the interruption of the 
public peace. Nor can I doubt, that the ſub- 
jects which I have recommended to your atten- 
tion, as depending upon legiſlative proviſions, 


| will receive a diſcuſſion ſuited to their impor · 
tance. With every reaſon, then, it may be 
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Red. that your deliberations, under the 
Divine blefling, will be matured to the honour 
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The preſident's Speech. 


" FELLOW-CITIZENS of the SENATE, and 
HOUSE 1 REPRESENTATIVES, | 


HEN we e call to mind the graciow 

"35 1 of Heaven, by which the American 

People became à nation; when we ſurvey the 

general proſperity of our country, and look 
forward to the riches, power and happineſs, to 
which it ſeems deſtined ; with the deepeſt re- 
gret do I announce to you, that during your re- 
ceſs, ſome of the citizens of the United States 
have been found capable of an inſurrection. It 
is due, howeyer to the character of our govern” 
ment, and to'its ſtability, which cannot be ſha- 
ken by the enemies of order, freely to unfold 
the courſe CCC 


4 
% 
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Durißg the ſcion of the year 17965 it was 
expedient to exerciſe the legiſlative power gran- 
ted by the conſtitution of the United States, 
to hy and collect exciſes. 1a à majority 
of the States, ſcarcely” an objection was heard 
10 this mode of taxation. In ſonie, indeed, a- 
larms were at firſt * conceived; until they were 
baniſhed by reafon and patriotiſm.” In dle four 
veltern counties of Pennſylvania, a prgudice 
foſtered and embittered by the artifice cf men 
who- laboured for an aſcendeney over te will 
of others, by the guidance of their Paſſions, 

produced ſymptoms of riot and violence. It 
is well known, that Congrefs did not heſitate 
; to examine the complaints which were preſent- 
ed, and to relieve them, as far as juſtice: difta- 
ted, or general convenience would permik. 
But the impreſſion which this moderation maile 
on the diſcontented, did not correſpond with 
what i it deſerved ; the arts of deluſion i were no 
| longer continued to the efforts of de ming * 
JE e 5 | 4 Of 1 wildo eo” -* 7 
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be very forbearance to vel pinion ps; 
was miſinterpreted into a fear of urging the ex- 
ecution of the laws; 5 and aſſociatior's of men 
began to denounce- threats againſt the oem 
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employed. From a belief, that, by 2 more 
formal concert, their operation might be de. 
feated, certain ſelf. created ſocieties aſſumed the 
tone of condemnation. Hence, while the grea- 
ter part of Pennſylvania itſelf were conform. 
ing themſelves to the acts of exciſe, a few 
counties were reſolved to fruſtate them. It 
was now perceived, that every expectation from 
te tenderneſs which hitherto had been purſy- 

ed, was unavailing, and that further delay 
could only create an opinion, of impotency, or 
irreſolution in the government. Legal proceſs, 
was, therefore, delivered to the Marſhal, 2. 
; gainſt rioters and delinquent diſtillers. 


No 3 was he underſtood to be engag- 
ed in this duty, than the vengeance of armed 
men was aimed at his perſon, and the perſonal 
property of the Inſpector of the Revenue. 
They fired upon the Marſhal, arreſted him, 
and detained him for ſome time as a priſoner, 
He was obliged, by the jeopardy of his life, to 
renounce the ſervice of other proceſs, on the 
welt ſide of the Allegheny mountain; and a 
deputation was afterwards ſent to him to de- 
mand a ſurrender of that which he had ſerved. - 
| A numerous body repeatedly attacked the houſe 
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of the Inſpector, ſeized his papers of office, 
and finally deſtroyed, by fire, his buildings, 
and whatſoever they contained. Both of theſe 
officers, from a juſt regard to their ſafety, fled 
to the ſeat of government ; it being avowed, 
that the motives of ſuch outrages were, to com- 
pel the reſignation of the Inſpector; to with- 
ſtand by the force 'of arms, the authority of 
the United States, and thereby to extort a re- 
peal of the laws of exciſe, and an alteration in 
the conduct of government. Sh 


Upon the teſtimony of theſe Fats,” an 0 
ciate juſtice of the ſupreme court of the Uni- 
ted States notified me, that © in the counties 
« of Waſhington and Allegany, in Pennſylva- 
„nia, laws of the United States were oppoſed, 
*« and the execution thereof obſtructed, by 
. combinations, too powerful to be ſuppreſſed 
« by the ordinary courſe of judicial proceed- 


* ings, or by the powers veſted in the Marſhal - | 


* of that diſtri.” On this call, momentous 
in the extreme, 1 fought and · Waigel what 
might beſt ſubdue the criſis. On the one hand, 
the judiciary | was pronounced to be ſtript of its 
capacity to enforce the laws: Crimes, which 
reached the very exiſtence of ſocial order, were 
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perpetrat ed without controul; the friends of 
government were inſulted, abuſed, and over. 
wed into ſilence, or an apparent acquieſcence; 
and to yield 1 to the treaſonable | ſury of ſo ſmall 
a portion of the United States, would be to 
violate the ſ undamental principle of our conſti 
tution, which enjoins, that the will of the ma- 
jority ſhall, prevail. On the other, to array ci. 
tizen againſt citizen to publiſh the diſhonor of 
ſuch exceſfes—to, encounter the expenſe, and 
other embarraſſinetits of ſo diſtant an, expedi. 

tion, were ſteps too delicate, too cloſely inter- 
woven with many affecting conſiderations, to 
be lightly adopted. I poſtponed, therefore, 
the ſummoning the militia immediately into the 
field; but J required them to be held in Teadi- 
neſs, that if my anxious endeayours to reclaim 
the deluded, and to convince the malignant of 
their danger, ſhould be fruitleſs, military force 
might be Prepared to act, before the ſeaſon 
| ſhould be too far advanced. | 8 1 


MV 8 of the 8 1 Auguſt lal, 
was accordingly iſſued, and accompanied by 
the appointment of Commiſſioners, who were 
charged to repair to the ſcene of inſurrection. 
They were authoriſed to, confer with apy bod 
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ies of men, or individuals. They were inſtruc- 
ted to be candid and explicit, in ſtating the 

ſenſations which had been excited in the Exe- 
cutive, and his earneſt wiſh to avoid a reſort to 
coertion; to repreſent, however, that without 
ſubmiſſion, coertion mut be the reſort; but to 
invite them, at the ſame time, t return to the 
demeanor of faithful citizens, by ſuch accomo- 
dations as lay within the ſphere of the executive 
power — pardon, too, was tendered to them by 
the government of the United States, and that 
ot Pennſylvania; upon no other condition, 


than a efarmaſtony: aſſurance of obedience to 
the-laws. - 


Although the report of the Commiſſioners | 
marks their firmneſs and abilities, and mult u- 
nite all yirtuous men, by ſhewing that the means 
of conciliation have been exhauſted ; all of 
thoſe who had committed, or abetted the tu- 
mults, did not ſubſcribe the mild form, which 
was propoſed as the atonement; and the indi- 
cations of a peaceable temper were neither ſuf- 
ficiently general, nor concluſive to recommend 
or warrant a further ſuſpenſion of the march 
of the militia. 


2 D 
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Thus the painful alternative could not be 
diſcarded. I ordered the militia to march, af. 
ter once more admoniſhing the inſurgents, in 
my proclamation of the 2 sch of ee * 


It was a taſk, too diffcult to aſcertain, with 


preciſion, the loweſt degree of force competent 


to the quelling of the inſurre&ion. From a rel. 
pect, indeed, to economy and the eaſe of my 
tellow- citizens, belonging to the militia, it would 
have gratified me to accompliſh ſuch an eſtimate, 
My very great reluctance to aſcribe too much 
importance to the oppoſition, had. its extent 
been accurately ſeen, would have been a deci- 
ded inducement to the ſmalleſt efficient num. 
bers. In this uncertainty, therefore, I put into 
motion fifteen thouſand men, as being an army, 
which, according to all human calculation, 
would be prompt, and adequate, in every view, 


and might perhaps, by rendering refiſtance deſ- 


perate, prevent the effuſion of blood. Quotas 
had been aſſigned to the States of New-Jerlſey, 
Pennſylvania, Maryland and Virginia; the Go- 
vernor of Pennſylvania having declared on this 
occaſion, an opinion which juſtified a * 
tion to the other States. | 
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As Commander in Chief of the militia, 
when called into aQual ſervice of the United 
States, I have viſited the places of general ren- 
dezvous, to obtain more exact information, and 
to direct a plan for ulterior movements. Had 
there been room for a perſuaſion that the laws 
were ſecure from obſtruction; that the civil 
| *magiſtrate was able to bring to juſtice ſuch of 
| the moſt culpable as have not embraced the 
proffered terms of amneſty, and may be deem- 
ed fit objects of example; that the friends of 
peace and good government were not in need 
of that aid and countenance, which they ought 
| always to receive, and I truſt ever will receive, 

_ againſt the vicious and turbulent, I ſhould have 
caught with avidity the opportunity of reſtoring 
' the militia to their families and home. But 
ſucceeding intelligence has tended to manifeſt 
the neceſſity of what has been done; it being 
now confefled, by- thoſe who were not inclined 
to exaggeritc.the ill conduct of the inſurgents, 
that their malevolence was not pointed merely 
to a particular law, but that a ſpirit inimical to 
all order has actuated many of the offenders. 
if the ſtate of things had afforded reaſon for 
the continuence of my preſence with the army, 
it would not have been withholden ; but. every . 
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appearance aſſuring ſuch an iſſue as will redound 
to the reputation and ſtrength of the United 
States, I have judged it moſt proper to refume 
my duties at the ſeat of government, leaving 
the chief command with the e of 
Virginia. #7 Le 


Still, however, as it is probable, that in a 
commotion like the preſent, whatſoever may be 
the pretence, the purpoſes of miſchief and re 
venge may not be laid aſide; the ſtationing of 
a ſmall force for a certain period, in the four 
weſtern counties of Pennſylvania, will be indiſ- 
penſable, whether we contemplate the fituation 
of thoſe who are connected with the execution 
of the laws, or of others, who may have expo- 
ſed themſelves by an honourable attachment to 


F 


2 Tt * 5 2 


Thirty days from the commencement of 
this ſeſſion, being the legal limitation of the 
[ employment of the militia, Congreſs _ 
- be too my 3 _ omg ras re 
1210 lit 
Aeng the diſcuſſions which 1 may ariſe from | 
this aſpe@ of our affairs, and from the docu- 
ments which will be ſubmitted to Congreſs, it 
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will not eſcape their obſervation, that not on- 
ly the Inſpector of the Revenue, but other 
officers of the United States in Pennſylvania, 
have, from their fidelity in the diſcharge of 
their functions, ſuſtained material injuries to 
their property. The obligation and policy of 
indemnifying them, are ſtrong and obvious. It 
may alſo merit attention, whether policy will - 
not enlarge this proviſion-to the retribution of 
our citizens, who, though not under the ties 
of office, may have ſuffered damage by their 
generous exertions for upholding the conſtitu- 
tion and the laws. The amount, even if all 
the injured were ineluded, would not be great; 
and on future emergencies, the government 
would be amply repaid by the influence of an 
example, that he who incurs a loſs in its de- 
n n find a e <= in its. n 
3 e bo 0 16% 0 | $4 
While Oy is cauſe to e that occur- 
rences of this nature ſhould have diſgraced thie 
name, or interrupted the tranquility of any 
part of our community, or ſhould have diver- 
ted to a new application, any portion of the 
public reſources, there are not wanting real and 
ſubſtantial conſolations for the misfortune. It 
has demonſtrated that our /proſperity reſts on 
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ſolid ations 3 by furniſhing an additional 
proof, that my fellow-citizens- underſtand the 
true principles of government and liberty ; that 
they feel their inſeperable union; that, not- 
withſtanding all the devices that have been 
made uſe of to ſway them from their intereſt 
and duty, they are now as ready to maintain 
the authority of the laws againſt licentious in - 
Rene: as they were to defend their rights a. 
gainſt uſurpation. It has been a ſpectacle, dif. . 
u to the higheſt advantage, the value of 
republican government, to behold the moſt and 
leaſt wealthy of our citizens ſtanding in the 
| fame ranks as private ſoldiers ; pre-eminenlty 
diſtinguiſhing by being the army of the conſti- 
tution; undeterred by a march of three hun- 
dred miles, over rugged mountains, by the ap- 
proach of an inclement ſeaſon, or by any other 
diſcouragement. Nor ought I to omit to ac- 
knowledge the efficacious and patriotic eo - oper 
ation which I have experienced from the Chief 
Magiſtrates of the States to nnen 
eee nee. IT 


To « every „ geſertption, eb sene 
let praiſe be given; but let them petſevere in 
| their affeQionate vigilance over that precious 
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tution of the United States. Let them cheriſh 
it too, for the ſake of thoſe, 0 from every 
clime, are daily ſeeking a dwelling in our 
land. And when, in the calm moments of re- 
flection, they ſhall have retraced the origin and 
| progreſs of the inſurrection, let them determine, 

whether it has not been fomented by combina- 
tions of men, who careleſs of conſequences, 
and difregarding the unerring truth, that thoſe 
who rouſe, cannot always appeaſe a . civil con- 
vulſion, have diſſeminated, from an ignorance ' 
or perverſion of facts, ſuſpicions, I 
and ne, of * deren eee, 5 


Having t thus fulfilled the engagement which 
| Ttook, when I entered into office, to the beſt 

f my ability to preſerve, protect and "_ 
_ * the Conſtitution of the United States,” 
Jou, gentlemen, and the people oy whom yo 
are GIS * yi * e | | 


in the e to which the poffibill 


ty of a. ſimilar contingency will naturally draw 
your attention, it ought not to be forgotten, that 
the militia laws have exhibited ſuch ſtriking 
defects, as could not have been ſupplied but 


* 
* 
3% 
— 
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by the zeal of our citizens. Beſides; the ex- 


traordinary expenſe and waſte, which are not 


the leaſt of the defects, every appeal to thoſe 
lays 1 is e, Wi: a Youbt of. its e it 


The * and eſtabliſhing vi a alla res 
are, militia, would be a genuine ſourſe of 
legiſlative honour, and a perfect title to public 


gratitude. I therefore entertain a hope, that 


the preſent ſeſſion will not paſs, without carry. 
ing to its full energy, the power of organizing 


arming and diſciplining the militia; and thus 
providing, in the language of the Conſtitution, 


for calling them forth to execute the laws of 
the Union, e inſurrection and . in- 


vaſion. 


As a uxiliary to the ſtate of our de fene 
to which Congreſs cannot too frequently recur, 
they will not omit to inquire whether the forti. 


fications Which have been already licenſed by 
law, be commenſurate with our exigencies. 


1 


The intelligence from the army under the 


Selman of General Wayne, is a happy pre- 


ſage to our military operations againſt the hoſ- 
* Indians north of the Ohio. From che ad- 
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vices which have been forwarded, the advance 
| he has made muſt have damped the ardour 
of the ſavages, and weakened” their obſtinacy 
in waging war againſt the United States; and 
| yet, even at this late hour, when our power to 
| puniſh them cannot be queſtioned, we ſhall not 
be unwilling to cement a laſting peace, upon 
terms of "ORR N and Bos ne 
Towards none of the Indian tribes have 
overtures of friendſhip been ſpared. The Creeks 
in particular are covered from encroachment 
by the interpoſition of the General Govern- 
ment, and that of Georgia. From a deſire al- 
bo to remove the diſeontents of the Six Nations, 
a ſettlement mediitated at Preſque He, on Lake 
Erie; has been ſuſpended; and an agent is now 
endeavouring to rectify any miſconceptions in- 
to whieh they may have fallen. But I cannot 
refrain from again preſſing upon your delibera- 
tions, the plan which I recommended at the laſt 
ſeſiom, for the improvement of harmony with- 
n dur limits, by the fixing and conducting of 
2 houſes, aha nn 15 Bri 
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GENTLEMEN of the HOUSE of 
REPRESENTATIVES, 


IHE time has elapſed ſince the commence, 
ment of our fiſcal meaſures, has developed our 
| pecuniary reſources, ſo as to open a way for a 
definitive plan for the redemption of our pub- 
lic debt. It is believed, that the reſult is ſuch 
as to encourage Congreſs to conſummate. this 
work without delay. Nothing can more pro. 
mote the permanent welfare of the nation, and 
nothing would be more grateful to our conſt. 
tuents. Indeed, whatſoever is unfiniſhed of our 
ſyſtem of public credit, cannot be benefited by 
_ procraſtination ; and, as far as may be praQt- 
cable, we ought to place that credit on grounds 
which cannot be diſturbed, and to prevent that 
progreflive accumulation of debt, which muſt 
ultimately endanger all governments. 


An eſtimate of the neceſſary appropriations, 
including the expenditures into which we have 
been driven by the W will be * 
ted to Congrels. *. 
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The! Mint mo e United Sent this 3 
upon the coinage of the precious. metals, and 
conſiderable ſums of defective coins and bul- 
lion have been lodged with the director by in- 
dividuals. There is a pleaſing proſpect, that 
the inſtitution will, at no remote day, realize 
the expectation which was ne formed 
of f its utility. ; 


In ſubſequent communications, certain cir» 
cumſtandes of our intercourſe with foreign na- 
tions will be tranſmitted to Congreſs; however, 
it may not be unſeaſonable to announce, that 
my policy, in our foreign transactions, has 
been, to cultivate peace with all the world - to 
obſerve treaties with pure and obſolute faith 
to check every deviation from the line of im- 
partiality to explain what may have been miſ- 
apprehended, and correct what may have been 
injurious to any nation; and having thus ac- 
acquired the right, to loſe no time in ac- 
quiring the ability, to inſiſt uon Fan bring: | 
done © ourſelves,” | | 
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Let us unite, therefore, in imploring the 
Supreme Ruler of nations to ſpread his holy 
protection over theſe United States—to turn 
the machinations of the wicked to the confirm- 
ing of our conſtitution—to enable us at all times 
to root out all internal ſedition, and put invaſion 

to flight—to perpetuate! to our country that 

proſperity which his goodneſs has already con- 

terred, and to verify the anticipations of this 
3 A a 8 to er 8 20 


i” 


G. WASHINGTON. 
United Sas, "I 19, 1794+ : 
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| WE receive, with pleaſure, ves pes to 
the two Houſes of congreſs. In it we perceive 
renewed proofs. of that vigilant and paternal 
concern for the ee honour and * 


diſtinguiſhed your paſt adminiſtration. 
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Our anxiety, ariſing from the licentious and 
open reſiſtance to the laws, in the weſtern coun- 
ties of Pennſylvania, has been increaſed by the 
proceedings of certain ſelf-created ſocieties, re- 
lative to to laws and adminiſtration of the go- 
vernment; proceedings, in our apprehenſion, 
founded in political error, calculated, if not 


intended, to diſorganize our government, and 


which, by inſpiring deluſive hopes of ſupport, 
| have been influential in miſleading our Oe: 
citizens in the ſcene of nn 


; * 7 EE? FT 
1 — EE & + & ” 4 0 
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In a ſituation ſo delicate and 5 the 
lenient and perſuaſive meaſures, which you a- 
dopted, merit and receive our affectionate ap- 


per effects, and coercion having become inevi- 
able; we have derived the higheſt fatiefaction 
from the enlightened pati 
zeal, with which the citizens of New. Jerſey, 
Pennſylvania, Maryland and Virginia have ral- 


lied around the ſtandard of government, - * 


enn to ee _— ieee 5 


Our warm and en Ae : 
are due to you, Sir, for the wiſdom and d ociſi· 5 


on, with which you arrayed. "_ ont to 


1 
4 it # &# *. 4 » 


iotiſm, and animating 
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execute the public will; and to them, for the 
diſintereſtedneſs and ae with which [ey 
obeyed . dare. | 15. 


The example 3 is precious to e bey of 
our government, and confers the brighteſt ho- 
nour upon the patriots who have given it. 


C 


We ſhall readily concur, in ſuch farther 


pr oviſions for the ; ſecurity of internal peace, 
andi a due obedience to the laws, as the occaſion 


4 hae ct | 


-4 


The effectual organization I hs: - mills ia, 


and a prudent attention to the fortifications of 


our ports and harbours, are ſubjects of great 


| national importance, and, together with the 


other meaſures you have been pleaſed to recom- 


mend, will receive our deliberate conſideration. 


The ſucceſs of the troops, under the com- 
mand of General Wayne, cannot fail to pro- 
duce eſſential advantages. The pleaſure, with 


which we acknowledge the merits of that gal- 


lant general and army, is enhanced by the 
hope, that their victories will lay the foundati- 
on for a ſpeedy eo durable nat vith the 
Indian tribes. 
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At a period, ſo momentous in the affairs of 


nations, the temperate, juſt and firm policy, 


mee have purſued in reſpect to foreign 
powers, has been eminently calculated to pro- 


mote the great and eſſential intereſts of our 
country, and has created the fare title to 
the public e and thanks. : 


1 OHN ADAMS, Vice Profident wy 15 United 


| States, and Pręſident of the e 
November 22, 179467: | 


Che President's Reply. 
| GENTLEMEN, | 


AMONG the occaſions, which have been 
afforded for expreſſing my ſenſe of the zealous 
and ſtedfaſt co-operation of the Senate, in the 
maintenance of government, none has yet oc- 


curred, more forcibly demanding my unquali- 


hed acknowledgments 2 than the preſent. 


N „ mts yt — — — 


r 


„ ute her 


*. 
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Net to the conſciouſneſs of upright inten. 
om, it is the higheſt pleaſure. to be approved 


by the enlightened Repreſentatives of a free na, 


tion, With the ſatisfaction, therefore, which 
ariſes from an unalterable attachment to public 
order, do J learn, that the Senate diſcountenan. 
ces thoſe proceedings, which would arrogate 
the direction of our affairs without any degree 


of —_ e from che e | 


It * been more FER once the lot of our 
government, to be thrown into new and delicate 
ſituations ; and of theſe, the inſurrection has 
not been the leaſt important. Having been 
compelled, at length, to lay aſide my repug- 


nance to reſort to arms, 1 derive much happi- 
. neſs, from being confirmed, by your judgment, 


in the neceſſity of deciſive meaſures, and from 
the ſupport of my fellow-citizens of the militia, 
who were the Ming OT; M: that 


1 — — 


neceſſity. VVVaã.ͤ Tn. 3 


With ſucb demonſtrations of affection for our 


conſtitution — with an adequate organization of 
the militia — with the eſtabliſhment of neceſſary 
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fottifications—with a continuance of thoſe ju- 


diciqus and ſpirited enden W brought 
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tion to public credit, and an unſullied mu | 
towards all nations, we may meet, under every 
| ce of ſucceſs, our enemies ; from within * 
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Houſe of Repreſentatives, calling to 
mind * ie bleflings of the people of the United 
States, and eſpecially the happineſs of living un- 
der conſtitutions and laws, which reſt on "their 
alone, could not learn, with other 
emotions than thoſe you have expreſſed, that TY” 
any part of our fellow-citizens ſhould have 


* e 3 


| that any  miſreprſenaton, whatever, of the 
e eee Gould ham. 
'been made, and fo far credited, as to foment 


hom ee n which has * committed 


we feel with you the SED regret, at ſo 
painful an occurrence in the annals of our coun- 
try. As men, regardful of the tender iutereſis 
of humanity, we look with grief at ſcenes 
which have ſtained our land with civil blood. 
As lovers of public order, we lament chat it 
has ſuffered ſo flagrant a violation. As zealous 
friends of a republican government, we deplore 
every occaſion which, in the hands of its ene · 
mies, may be nen into e . b 


This apect of the Sits, however, i is ; happily 
not the only one which it preſents. There 1 1s 
another which yields all the conſolations which 
b have drawn from it. It has demonſtrated 
to the candid world, as well as to the Ameri- 
can e theraſelves, that the great body of - 
them every where, are equally attached to the 
e and vital principal of our conſtitutions 
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which enjoins, that the wil of the majority 
ſhall prevail; that they underſtand the indiffo.. 
luble union between true liberty and regular 
government; that they feel their duties no leſs 
than they are watchful over their rights; that 
they will be as ready at all times to cruſh licen. 
tiouſgeſs, as they have been to defeat uſurpati- 
on. In a word, that they are capable of car- 
. rying into execution that noble plan of ſelfago- 
vernment which they have choſen as the gua- 
rantee of their own happineſs, and the affylum 
for that of all from every 2 waa 1 with 
to unite: their an with c 


Tbete are the juſt OR. "owing from 
the promptitude with which the ſummons to. 
to the ſtandard of of the laws has been: obeyed; 
and from the ;ſentiments which have been wit- 
neſſed in every 3 of citizens, in every 
quarter of the Union. The ſpectacle, therefore, 
when viewed in its true light may well be af. 
firmed to difplay in equal luſtre the virtues of 
the American character, and the value of Re- 
publican government. All muſt particularly 
acknowledge and applaud the patriotiſm of that 
portion of citizens, who have freely facrificed 
every thing leſs dear than the love of then 


* 


—— —— — — —— rats U— — —— 
* ery a 9 e * »„— . A 
* . ; * Sree 3 


428 WASHINGTON's | 


country, to. the megitorious taſk of dad 


M "a6 5 - 


11 the part which you yourſelf have 8 
through this delicate and diſtreſſing period, we 
trace the additional proofs it has afforded of 
your ſolicitude for the public good. YourgJaud. 


able and ſucceſsful endeavours to render lenity 


in executing the laws conduſive to their real 


energy, and to convert tumult into order, with- 


out the effuſion of blood, form a particular title 
to the confidence and praiſe of your conſtitu. 
ents. In all that may be found neceſſary, on 

our part to complete this benevolent purpoſe, 
and to ſecure the miniſters and friends of the 


laws againſt the remains of danger, our dus 


nn will be afforded. | 


The er ſubjects which you Soil recom« 


11 1 or communicated, and of which ſeve - 
ral are particularly intereſting, will all receive 


the attention which they demand, We are 


deeply impreſſed with the EY of * 
tual organization of the Mili NE 


55 


f 


we rejoice at the intilligence of the er 
and ſucceſs of the army under the command 


PRES 


. MI” og 
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of General Wayne. Whether we regard it at 
a proof of the perſeverance, proweſs and ſupe- 


our military operations againſt the hoſtile Indi- 


ans, as a probable prelude to the eſtabliſhment 
of a laſting peace, upon terms of candour, equi- 


ty and good neighbourhood—we receive it with 
the greater pl 
bility of ſooner reſtoring a part of the public 


reſources to the deſirable 5 5 of 8 the 


public debt. 


of 


bo ON. 


We ſhall on this, as on A 3 be diſ- 


poſed to adopt any meaſure which may advance . 


the ſafety and proſperity of our country. 


In nothing can we more -cordialin unite with 
you than imploring the Supreme Ruler of Na- 


tions to multiply his bleſſings on the United 
States—to guard our free and happy Conſtitu- 
tion againſt every machination and danger— , 


and to make it the beſt ſource of public happi- 
neſs, by verifying its character of being the 
beſt ſafeguard of human rights, 


riority of our troops, or as a happy preſage to 


ſure, as it increaſes the proba- 


———— ͤ — — 
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= 1 AnNTIGPATED with "PR Ha 
| the concurrence of the Houſe of Repreſenta · 
. tives, in the regret produced by the inſurrecti. 
= on. Every effort ought to be uſed to diſcoun- 
1 tenance what has contributed to foment it, and 
thus diſcourage a repetition of like attempts, 
For notwithſtanding the conſolations which may 
be drawn from the iſſue of this event, it is far 
| better that the artful approaches on ſuch a ſitu- 
43 rm things ſhould be checked by the vigi⸗ 
mp lant an 1d duly admoniſhed patriotiſm of our fel. 
=_”  Jow-citizens, than that the evil ſhould increaſe 
1 until it become neceſſary to cruſh it by the 
x © ftrength of their arm. | | 


T am happy that the part which I have my- 
ſelf borne on this occaſion, receives the appro- 
bation of your houſe. For the diſcharge of a 
conſtitutional duty, it is a ſufficient reward to 
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me to be aſſured that you will unite in conſum- 
mating what remains to be done. 


e other * ee which 1 have t e ee 
or recommended, will meet with due attention; 


Giant Warne, 1 is reg rded oh you, no leſs 
han myſelf, as a proof of the 
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The Preſident's Speech. 


of the SENATE, ad 
- HOUSE Y REPRESENTATIVES. 


* TRUST 1 ts. not deceive "myſelf, 
while I indulge the perſuaſion, that I have ne- 


ver met you at any period, when, more than 
at the preſent, the ſituation of our public af. 


fairs has afforded juſt cauſe for mutual congra- 


tulation, and for inviting you to join with me 


in profound gratitude to the Author of all 


good, for the numerous and extraordinary 
bleſſings we * 


The termination of the long, expenſive 
and diſtreſſing war, in which we have been en- 


gaged with certain Indians, north. weſt the 
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ſt to ayert general 


his father the late Emperor; and, 


conſequently, | the continuance of peace with 
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tation of an iffue, which,; ſecuring antcably 
A i of. th . United States, 
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merce and navigation, has been We with 
Great, Britain; and that the Senate have adviſed 
and conſented to its ratification, upon a con- 
dition which excepts part of one article. oh 7 
greeably thereto, and to the beſt judgment 1 


was able to form of public intereſt, after 


ts > May, + is meets : Wen tees 
the ſubject will, without delay be placed be- 
bie Cohgreſ n. 
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\ [This \ intereſting. ſummary of our affairs, 


** 


with regard to the foreign powers, between 
whom the Uniled States controverſies have jw”, 


56 1 neren 


in 2 ſtate of enmity or miſunderſtanding, opens 
2 wide field dy 94.6 of and * 1 flec 


7 3 diſcord, —_ have her 

* naced our tranquility, on ter! * 1 0 

Vith our national rights and. . 855 ſhall be 
"the happy, refult ; how. firm. and: how progow. 


ag we \diſcorer Eb cauſe for 

and ſatisfaction. While many of the nations , 
of Europe, with their American dependencies, ; 
have. been involved in a conteſt unuſually bloo. 
dy, exhauſting and calamitous; in which the 
evils. of. foreign war have been aggravated by 
_ domeſtic convulſion and inſurrection; in which 
many of the arts moſt uſeful to ſociety have 
been expoſed: to diſcouragement and: decay; in 
which ſcarcity of ſubſiſtence has embittered 
other ſufferings; while even the anticipations 
of a return of the bleſſings of peace and repoſe, 
ate alloyed by the ſenſe of heavy and accumu- 
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lating burthens, which preſs upon all the de- 
partments of induſtry, and threatened t to. clog 
the future ſprings of gofe our 
voured country, happy in 
has enjoyed general ra, Dong 3a tranquility 
the more ſatisfactory, becauſe: maintained at the 


expence of no duty. Faithful to ourſelves, 


we ate violated no obligation to o hers. 6 Our 


per 22 former example; the be : 2 
of our trade (to prevent a continuance 'of 

er Pointed remonſtrances BY 
have been made) being overbalanced by the _ 


vhich, however, 


aggregate benefits which it derives from a neu- 
tral poſicion. Our population adyances with 


| a celerity which, exceeding the moſt languine 
caleulations, proportionally augments. our 
ſtrength and reſources, and guarantees our fu- 
ture ſecurity. Every part of the Union dif- 
plays indications of rapid and various improve- 
ment, and with burthens ſo light as ſcarcely 


to be perceived; with reſources fully adequate 
to our preſent exigencies ; with governments 
founded on the genuine principles of rational 
lberty, and with mild and wholeſome laws; 

is it too much to ſay, that our country exhibits 
a ſpectacle of national happineſs never ſur- 
piled, if ever before * * 


As 


3 


3 


* 


to preſerve,” 


circumſtances have induced me td pa 
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menſe advantages. 
"this defirable work, 
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the wy abate of the ſociety. , 


nerally, the offenders here referred to; and to 
extend forgiveneſs to thoſe who had been ad- 
judged to capital puniſhment; For though 
mall always think it a ſacred duty, to exerciſe 
with firmneſs and energy the conſtitutional pow- 
ers with which I am veſted; yet it appears to me 
no leſs conſiſtent with the publie good, than it i 
with my perſonal feelings, to mingle in the 
_ of government every degres of ne 
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vantages for forwarding the object, hile no 
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ö 25 inhabitants are inſufficient. It is demon- 
trated with impunity ; and it can need no argue · 
Indians can be reſtrained by bringing the mur- | 


of the government to prevent deſtructive reta- t 
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exiſting plan, further experience may have un⸗ 
ne ubject is of fo much moment in 
my eſtimation, as to K. te a cor ſt: ſolicitude, 5 
that the conſideration of i it may be. renew 
till the greateſt attain; 0 h 
compliſhed. Time is wearing away fome ad. 


—_— — . Fs | 2 


better deſerves the! * attention of the 


1 


ufrmations, name- 


5 "of the "lawleſs part of our en. 


ſtrated that theſe violences can now be perpe · 


ment to prove, that unleſs the murdering of 


ers to condign puniſhment, all the exertions 


tl Madl abs, will — fruitleſs 
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and all our preſent agreeable proſpects ilutory 


The frequent deſtruction of innocent women [ 

and children, who are chiefly the victims of reta · g 
lation, muſt continue to ſhock humanity ; and f 
nn enormous nene 10 drain ihe! voy: &: 

the Unia . 5 


$ 


0 ys upon 1 Indians FR Pas es 

of juſtice, it is indiſpenſible that there ſhall be 5 
competent means of rendering juſtice to them. 
If theſe means can be deviſed by the wiſdom of 1 
Congreſa; and eſpecially if there can be ad- 

ded an adequate proviſion for ſupplying the 
neceſſities of the Indians, on reaſonable terms, 
(a meaſure, 'the-mention of which I the more 
readily repeat, as in all the conferences with 
them, they urge it with ſolicitude) I ſhould : ul 
not heſitate 'to entertain a ſtrong hope of ren» _ Vs. ff 
dering our tranquility permanent. I add, with „ 
pleaſure, that the probability even of their ci- ; = 
vilization, is not diminiſhed by the experiments _—_ 


which have been thus far made, under the au- b 
ſpices of government, The accompliſhment. : 
of this work, if practicable, will reflect unde» 
aying luſtre on our national character, and 


adminiſter the moſt — enten chat 8 8 
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eM TIE MEW u SENATE 


id ofthe HOUSE Ls REPRESENTATF mA | 


THE fiatements which en 
relative to the Mint, will ſhew the ſituation of 
that inſtitution ; and the neceſſity of ſome fur- 


ther legiſlative proviſions, for carrying the bu - 


ſineſs of it more completely into effect, and for 


checking abuſes which e to be riſing in in 
| particular . . 


— * 1 ＋ 


The progreſs i in . . for the 


fiigates, and in building them; the ſtate op 


the fortifications of our harbours ; the mea. 
fires which have been purſued for obtain · 


ing proper ſcites for arſenals, and for repleniſn- 


ing our magazines with military ſtores; and the 
ſteps which have been taken towards the execu- 
tion of the law for opening a trade with the In- 
dians, will likewiſe be preſented for the infor- 
mation of * | 


Nee diſcuſſion of the important 1 


Jefts which may ariſe in the courſe. of the ſeſſi- 


1X 
7 


. of opinion, are too toes and _— 
"my for the peace, ee and 1 our 


x 4 


15 1Ti is with os fatisfadtion that we 
are wad by your Speech to the two Houſes 
of Congreſs, that the long and expenſive war, 
in which we have been engaged with the Indians 
north weſt of the Ohio, is in a ſituation to be 
finally terminated; and though we view with 
concern the danger of an interruption of the 
peace ſo recently confirmed with the Creeks, 
we indulge the hope, that the meaſure you 
have adopted to prevent the ſame if followed by 
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| thoſe legiſlative roviſions that the juſtice and 


ing the foundation of a laſting - 


Indian tribes, on the zouthern 2 well a5 on 
| the Weſtern frontiers, ;”: =, = 5 


q 4% 44, i 
"4+ F 3 1 


Thee confi mation I ES Wai 1 Mor- 5 


occo, and the adjuſtment of a treaty of peace 


very, are events that will prove no leſs inter- 


with Algiers, in conſequence of whieh our caps - 
tive fellow-citizens ſhall be delivered from flas 
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| bumanity equally demand, will mt in 5 15 


eſting to the public humanity, than they will 5 


be important in extending and EN tha 


arg and commerce of our 2 


4; 


As 2 juſt id WE 3 of our 


depending negociations with Spain will eſſen · 


tially advance the intereſt of both nations, and 
thereby cheriſh and confirm the good under- 


ſtanding and friendſhip which we have at all 


times deſired to maintain, it will afford us real 


pleaſure to receive an early confirmation of our 


The intereſting proſpect of our affairs with 
regard to the foreign powers, between whom 


and the United States controverſies have ſub - 
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fiſted, is not more ſatixfatory, hw the review 
of our internal fituations ; if from the former 
ve derive an expectation of the extinguiſhment 
of all the cauſes of external diſcord, that have 
heretofore endangered our tranquility, and on 
terms conſiſtent with our national honour and 


ſafety ; in the latter we diſcover thoſe numerous 


and wide-ipread tokens of proſperity, which in 


ſo peculiar a . e deen, ee 


* e 54 


| n eee 3 * way ee 
demand our gratitude and ſincere acknowledge. | 
ment to Almighty” God, and require that we 
would unite our efforts in imitation of your 


_ * enlightened, firm, and perſevering example, to 
eſtabliſh and preſerve the peace, _m— 5 


e eee * 


ob + wT 


The objetts which you have e to 
the notice of the Legiſlature, will, in the courſe 
of the ſeſſion, receive our careful attention; 
aud with a true zeal for the public welfare, we 
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that ſhall * to us beſt 
the ſame. 


oe ADAMS, Vice Preſident of the United 
States, aud Pręſadent of the Senate. FO 
| December 12, 17. „ 


$7" _ he- 


. . 
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| GENTLEMEN), 3 


WITH real pleaſure I receive your addreſs, 
g the proſperous ſituation of our 
public affairs, and giving aſſurances of your 


Ur in ae dee which ſhall Pear to 

calculated to promote the n 5 df 

But'I derive peculiar ſatisfaction n your 
concurrence with me in expreſſions of gra 

to Sm: "i God which à review of auſpicious 
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try have excited; and I truſt that the fnectiey 

of our acknowledgements will be evinced by a 
union of efforts to eſtabliſh and + peace, 
Soon and Ang | 


Ts . WASHINGTON 
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W 3 32 jo 4 


| Of the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 
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48 the n Ir ihe: «> Polit of - 
the United States, we cannot but participate 
in the ſtrongeſt ſenſibility to every bleſſing 
which they enjoy, and ' cheerfully join with 

you in profound gratitude to the Author of 
all good, for the numerous and extraordinary 


dleſſinge which he has conferred on our —— 
ed wrote 


wy -finat a former termination of the dif- 
wilt: war which has ravaged our northweſ- 
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iford 4 Bie dn proportioned to the anxiety 
with which i it has long been ſought ; andin the 
adjuſtment of the terms, we perceive the teas -- 
policy of making them ſatisfactory to the Indi. 

ans, as well as to the United States, as the 
beſt baſis of a durable tranquility. The dif-- 
poſition of ſuch of the ſouthern tribes. as had 
alſo heretofore annoyed our frontier, is another 
proſpe& in our ſituation ſo important to the 
intereſt and happineſs 6f the United States, that 
it is much. to be lamented that any clouds 
ſhould be thrown over it, more eſpecially by 
n on the N of our own citizens. 


Wulle our r is Aale with a 


E.. eelerity which exceeds the maſt ſanguine cal- 1 
| eulations—while - every part of the United 4 
2 States diſplays indications of rapid and various 1 
improvements while we arc in the enjoyment 4 
7 of protection and ſecurity, by mild and whole- þ 
ſome laws, adminiſtrated by governments founn 
. ded on the genuine principles of rational liberty, © 


a ſeeure foundation will be laid for accelerating _ 

maturing, and eſtabliſhing the proſperity of 

our country, if, by treaty and amicable nego- = 

ciation, all thoſe cauſes of external diſcord *® 
| Vhich- - heretofore. menaced our , tranquility ß f 
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ſhall be extinguiſhed on terms compatable with 
our national rights and honour, and with our 
conſtitutional, and great commercial intereſts 


Among the various circumſtances in our 
internal ſituation, none can be viewed with 
more ſatisfaction and exultation, than that the 
late ſcene of diſorder and inſurrection, has 
been completely reſtored to the enjoyment of 
order and repole. . Such a triumph of reaſon 

and of law, is worthy of the free government 
under which it happened, and was juſtly to be 
| hoped ſrom the enlightened: and patriotic ſpi- 

rit which pervades and ackuates the Pu of 
the United States. 


In 1 that ſpetlacle of national 
boopinch which our country exhibits, and of 
which, you, Sir, haye been pleaſed to make an 
Intereſting ſummary, permit us to acknowledge 
and declare the very great ſhare which your 
ealous and faithful ſervices have contributed 
to it, and to expreſs the affectionate attachment 
which we feel for your characters. | 


The e nerefting ſubjeQs which you 
recommend to our conſideration will receive 
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every degree of attention which is due to them 
and whilſt we feel the obligation of tempe- 
rance and mutual indulgence in all our diſcuſ- 
fions, we truſt and pray that the reſult to the 
| happineſs and welfare of our country may cor- 
pay with the e e we beaf to it, 5 


Che Presfdent's Reply. 


GENTLEMEN; 


| COMING as you do from all parts of 
the United States, I receive great ſatisfaction 
from the concurrence of your teſtimony in the 
juſtneſs of the intereſting ſummary of our na- 
tional happineſs, which, as the reſult of my in- 

quiries, I preſented to your view. The ſenti- 
ments we have mutually expr eſſed of profound 

_ gratitude to the ſource of thoſe numerous bleſ- _ 
ſings, the author of all good, are pledges of 

our obligations to unite our ſincere and zea- 
lous endeavours, as the inſtruments of Divine 
Providence, to preſerve and perpetuate_them. 


.. ; 
* 
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WASHING 


tlemen, my thanks for your 
declaration, that to my agency you aſcribe the 
enjoyment of a great ' ſhare of theſe 


80 far as my ſervices ae 


a 125 oy bello aii | fee 
tionate attachment „ will ror prove: an hog 
dant reward. 


— * * 


cas 
this day for the intergting 1 At a proper 
moment, Gen. N. ASHINGTON appeared, and, ad- 
lrefſed the Prefident i in the. erde: 
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« THE great events on which my res 


nation depended, Aang at len eth eke. 5 
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£54 
becoming a reſpectable nation, I refigh with 
5} ſatisfaction the appointment 1 ae with 
1 N . difffidence; a diflidence in my abilities to ac. 
= Ccompliſh ſo arduous a tak, which, however, 
1 Vas ſuperceded by a confidence in the rectitude 
of our cauſe, the ſupport of the ſupreme pow. 
er of the Union, and the patronage of Hea. 
ven. 5 a hs 


[ 
— 


1 A 1 The ſucceſsful termination of the vat 
1 has verified the moſt ſangine expectations and 
= my gratitude for the interpoſition of provi. 

dence, and the aſſiſtance I have received from 
1 my countrymen, increaſes with every review of 
nn - the momentous conteſt. 


„While 1 repeat my obligations to the 
army in general, I ſhould do injuſtice to my 
= own feelings not to acknowledge, in this place, 
wie peculiar ſervices, and diſtinguiſhed merits 
= of the perſons who have been attached to my 
perſon during the war: it was impoſſible the 
choice of confidential officers to compoſe my 
family ſhould have been more fortunate : per- 
mit me, Sir, to recommend in particular thoſe 
who. have continued in the ſervice to the pre- 

' ſent moment, as worthy of the favourable n no» 
tice and * ol Congreſs. 
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«+, conſider it as an indiſpenſable duty to 

* cloſe this laſt ſolemn act of my official life, by 

commending the intereſt of our deareſt coun- 
try to the prote&ion of Almighty God, and 

thoſe who have the ſuperintendence of * 

to his * keeping. 
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8 Having n now finiſhed the wank affigned 
me, I retire from the great theatre of action; 
and bidding an affectionate farewel to this au- 
guſt body, under whoſe orders I have long ac- 
ted, I here offer my commiſſion, and take my 
leave of all the employments of public life.“ 


at 


* WHICH THE PRESIDENT RETURNED THE 
* ANSWER: 


* 


« THE United States in Congreſs aſſem- 
bed, receive with emotions too affecting for ut- 
terance, the ſolemn refignation of the autho- 
Titles under which you have led their troops 
with ſucceſs, through a W and doubtful _ 
tas. 
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by your country to defend 
its invaded rights, you accepted the facred 
charge before it had formed alliances, and 
whilſt it was without friends or a een fo 
—_— 425 | 


* 


Xa You have condufted the great military 
conteſt with wiſdom and fortitude, invariably 

regarding the rights of the civil power through 
all diſaſters and changes : you have by the love 
and confidence of your fellow citizens enabled 
them to diſplay their martial genius, and trans- 
mit their fame to poſterity ; - you have perſe- 
yered, till theſe United States, aided by a mag- 
nanimous king and nation, have been enabled un- 
der a juſt providence, to cloſe the war in free- 
dom, ſafety and independence; on which hap- 
py event we as Join you in congratula- 
tons. 


* Having defended the ſtandard of liberty 

In this new world - having taught a leſſon uſe- 
ful to thoſe who inflict, and to thoſe who feel 
oppreſſion, you retire from the great theatre of 
Action, with the bleſſing of your fellow citi- 
L ens, but the glory of your virtues will not 
terminate with your military command, it Ds 


| MONUMENTS OF PATRIOTISM 257 


continue to animate remoteſt : ages. We feel 


with you, our obligations to the army in ge- 


neral, and will particularly charge ourſelves 
with the intereſt of thoſe confidential officers, 


who have attended your perſon to _ affect- 
ing moment. 


« We join you in commending the inter- 
eſts of our deareſt country to the protection 
of Almighty God, beſeeching Him to diſpoſe 
the hearts and minds of its eitizens, to improve 
the opportunity afforded them, of becoming a 
happy and reſpectable nation; and for you, we 
addreſs to Him our earneſt prayers, that a life 
ſo beloved may be foſtered with all his care: 


that your days may be happy as they have been 


illuſtrious, and that he will finally give you that 


reward which this world cannot give.” 


1 WASHINGTON*S 


e 


YL President 8 Addreſs 


o 


PEOPLE OF THE' UNITED STATES. 


ANNOUNCING HIS INTENTION OF RETIRING 
| PROM PUBLIC SERVICE. £ 


4 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, 


8 I wr period for a new election of a ci- 
tizen to adminiſter the executive government 
of the United States, being not far diſ- 
tant, and the time actually arrived, when your 
thoughts muſt be employed in deſignating the 
perſon, who is to be cloathed with that impor- 
tant truſt, it appears to me proper, eſpecially 
as it may conduce to a more diſtinct expreſſion 


* 
* 
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of the public voice, that I ſhould now appriſe 
you of the reſolution I have formed, to decline 
being conſidered among the number of thoſe, 
out of whom a choice is to be made. 

I beg you, at the ſame time, to do me the 
juſtice to be aſſured, that this reſolution has 
not been taken, without a ſtrict regard to all 
the conſiderations appertaining to the relation, 
which binds a dutiful citizen to his country ; 
and that, in withdrawing the tender of ſervice 


which filence in my ſituation might imply, I 
am influenced by no diminution of zeal for 


your future intereſt ; no deficiency of gratetul 

reſpect for your paſt kindneſs; but am ſup- 

ported by a full conviction that the ſtep 1 is com- 
nun with both. 


The acceptance of, and continuance hither- 


to; in the office io which your ſuffrages have 


twice called me, have been a uniform ſacrifice 
of inclination to the opinion of duty, and to 
a deference for what appeared to be your de- 
fire. I conſtantly hoped, that it would have 
been much earlier in my power, : conſiſtently 
with motives, which I was not at liberty to 
diſregard, to return to that retirement, from 


* 
1 * nn PI v0y" INV "ITO "ER ** 


e eee eee 


which IT had been reluctantly drawn. The 
ſtrength of my inclination to do this, previous 
to the laſt election, had even led td the prepa. 
ration of an e declare it to you; but 
mature reflection on the then perplexed and 
critical poſture of our affairs with foreign na- 
nk and the unanimous advice of perſons en- 

titled to my confidence, e me to * 


| don the idea. 

1 rejoice, that the ſtate of your concerns, 
external as well as internal, no longer render; 
the purſuit of inclination incompatible with 
che ſentiment of duty, or propriety; and am 
perſuaded whatever partiality may be retained 
for my ſervices, that in the preſent circumſtan- 

ces of our, country, you will not diſapprov 
— my determination to retire. 


The eee with which I firſt ate. 
ook the arduous truſt, were explained on the 
proper occaſion. In the diſcharge of this truſt, 
I will only ſay, that I have with good intentions, 
contributed towards che organization and ad- 
miniſtration of the government, the beſt exer - 


tions of which a very Hallible judgment was ca- 
able. Not unconſcious, in the outſet, of the 
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inferiority of my qualifications, experience in 
my own eyes, perhaps ſtill more in the eyes 


of others, has ſtrengthened the motives to dif- 
fidence of myſelf; and every day the increaſ- 
ing weight of years admoniſhes me more and 
more, that the ſhade of retirement is as neceſſa- 


ry to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied that 


if any circumſtances have given, peculiar value 
to my ſervices, they were temporary, I have the 


conſolation to believe, that while choice and 


prudence invite me to quit the Aenne uns 
ran _ not ! it.. 54 
| 2 4 nen to ek e 
is intended to terminate the career of my pub. 
lic life, my feelings do not permit me to ſuſ- 
pend the deep acknowledgment of that debt 
of gratitude which I owe to my beloved coun. 
try, for the many honours it has conferred up- 


on me; ſtill more for the ſteadfaſt confidence 
with which it has ſupported me; and for 
the opportunities I have thence. enjoyed of 


manifeſting my inviolable attachment, by fer- 
vices faithful and perſevering, though in uſeful. 
neſs unequal to my zeal. If benefits have re- 
fulted to our country from theſe ſervices, let it 


always. be remembered to your Praiſg, as an 


. ⅛n A www 


—  — — — 
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inſtructive example in our annals, that under 


circumſtances in which the paſſions, agitated in 


every direction, were liable to miſlead, amidſt 


_ appearances ſometimes dubious,—viciflitudes of 
fortune often diſcouraging, —in ſituations in 
which not unfrequently want of ſucceſs has 
countenanced the ſpirit of criticiſm— the con- 
ſtaney of your ſupport was the eſſential prop 


the efforts, and a guarantee of the plans by 
which they were effected. Profoundly pene- 


trated with this idea, I ſhall carry it with me 


to my grave, as a ſtrong incitement to uncea- 
ſing vows that Heaven may continue to you 


the choiceſt tokens of its benificence—that your 
union and brotherly affection may be perpetual 
—that the free conſtitution, which is the work 
of your, hands, may be ſacredly maintained— 


that its adminiſtration in every department may 
be ſtamped with wifdom and virtue—that, in 


fine, the happineſs of the people of theſe 
States, under the auſpices of liberty, may be 
made complete, by ſo careful a preſervation 
and ſo prudent a uſe of this bleſſing as will ae- 


quire to them the glory of recommending it to 


the applauſe, the affection and n of 
every nation whi eh is 8 a en to it. 


Wy, 


n — — 
* * * —— 
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Here, perhaps, 1 ought to ſtop.” But a ſo- 
licitude for your welfare, which, cannot end 


but with my life, and the apprehenſion of 


danger, natural to that ſolicitude, urge me on 
an occaſion like the preſent, to offer to your 


ſolemn. contemplation, and to recommend to 


your frequent review, ſome ſentiments ; which 
are the reſult. of much reflection, of no incon- 
fiderable obſervation, and which appear to me 
all-important to the permanency of your felici- 
ty as a People. Theſe will be offered to you 


with the more freedom, as you can only ſee 5 
in them the diſintereſted warnings of a parting 
friend, who can poſſibly havc no perſonal mo- 


tive to bias his council. Nor can I forget, as 
an encouragement to it, your indulgent recep- 


tion of my ſentiments on a former and not 
diſſimilar oecaſion. TEN 


He as is the love of liberty with 
every ligament of your hearts, no recommen- 
dation of mine is beef to n or n, 
the attachment. ; | - 


Thatmeiay of Government which conſtitutes 
you one people is alſo now dear to you. It is 
juſtly ſo; for it is a main pillar in the edifice 
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of your real independence, the 8 of your 
_ tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of 
your ſafety ; of your proſperity z of that very 
Liberty which you ſo highly prize. But as it 
is eaſy to foreſee, that from different cauſes * 
and from different quarters, much pains will 
be taken, many artifices employed to weaken 
in your minds the conviction of this truth; as 
this is the point in your political fortreſs againſt 
which the batteries of internal and externa! 
enemies will be moſt conſtantly and actively 
(though often covertly and infiduouſly) direct - 
ed, it is of infinite moment, that you ſhould 
properly eſtimate the immence value of your 
national Union to your collective and indivi- 
dual happineſs ; that you ſhould cheriſh a cor- 
dial, habitual and immovable attachment to it ; 
accuſtoming yourſelves to think and ſpeak of 
it as the Palladium of your political ſafety and 
proſperity; watching for its preſervation with 
jealous anxiety; diſcountenancing whatever 
may ſuggeſt even a ſuſpicion that it can in 
any event be abandoned; and indignantly frown. 
ing upon the firſt dawning of every attempt 
to alienate any portion of our country from the 
reſt, or to enfeeble the ſacred ties which now 
link together the various parts. 
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For this you NEW every inducement, of hn. 
pathy and intereſt. / Citizens by birthor choice, 
non country, that country has a right 

to.concentrate your affections. The name of, . 
u RICAN, which, belongs to you, in your na- 
| ity, muſt . . the Jul pride 


poſſeſs are che work of joint councils, and joins, 


efforts, of e 1 
2 „ $6558 


But theſs ain 


more W to your i inter 0 eng eve . 


ry portion of our country finds the moſt com- 


manding motives for carefully guarding and 
mm the U * of the whole. 1 


The North, in an vir? nge 
with the South, protected by the equal laws of 
2 common — finds in the produdt- 
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"ok the Lens! great add reſource of 
maritime and' commercial enterpriſe and preci. 
ous materials of manufacturing ind uſtry.— The 
South in the ſame intercourſe; benefitting, by 
the Agency of the Nori h, ſees its agricultute 

grow and its commerce expand. | 


partly into its own n thMfeamen 01 4 
_ North, it finds its particular navigation invigor. 


ated z—and while it contributes, in different 
ways, to nouriſſ and increaſe the general ma 
the national navigation, it looks forward to 
; the protection of a maritime ſtrength, to which 
itſelf is unequally adapted. The Eaſt, in a like | 
intercourſe with the Weſt, already finds, and 
in the progreſſive i improvement of interior com · 
münications, by land and water, will more and 
more find a valuable vent tor che c commodities | 


plies ee to its growth and comfort —and 
what is perhaps of ſtill greater conſequence, it 
_ mult of neceſſity owe the ſecure enjoyment. of 

indiſpenſible outlets. for its own productions to 
the weight, influence, and the future maritime 

ſtrength of the Atlantic ſide of the Union, di- 
rected by an indiſſoluble community of intereſt 
as one #ation,—Any other tenure by which the 
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I; 50 can hold- this eſſential ne nsch 
derived from its own ſeparate ſtrength, or from 
an apoſtate and unnatural connection with 
any foreign e muſt be: intrin pre. 


carious. 4 125899 „ 5 
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--Whi y part We our country hu 
feels 2. imminitata and particular intereſt in 
Union, 2 the parts combined cannot fail 40 
find in tho united maſs of means and efforts 

„ Kreng! th, greater reſource, proportion 

ecurity from external danger, a 
leſs „ peace by fo- 1 
reign nations z. —and what is of ineſtimable va- . 
lue, Re 1 derive from Union an exempti- 
on from theſe broils and wars between them = 
ſelyes, "which ſo frequently aMiQ- neighbouring 1 
countries, not tied together by the ſame go- | 
tz which their own rivalſhips alone 
| would be ſufßicient to produce, but which op- 
. polite foreign alliances, attachments: and in- 
f trigues would ſtimulate and imbitter. Hence 
0 
E 


. 


2 


likewiſe they will avoid the neceſſity of thoſe 
overgrown military eſtabliſhments, which under 
- WH any form of government are inauſpicious to 


to arg. and which, Fs to be 1 Y as 


| tat che love of the one ect in aero 
nn 
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Theſe conſiderations freak: a perſuaive lan. 


riley objec. of A — . a 2 
doubt, whether a common government can em- 
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to the purine.” Iris well. worth 2 
and full experiment. With . 
and obvious motives to Union, affe 

ee * our coun 


Won eee quarter may e ende. 
your to weaken its bands. 

| In cdp te cites e — 
Aken our Union, i occurs as. matter of ow 
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which —— from 
they tend to render 
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animous æati I- 


and A. . ——— event, 

throughout the United States, adecifive proof 

how unfounded were the H dicions propaga- 

ted among them of the policy in ihe General 

Government, arid in the Atlantic St 

friendly to their intereſts: in regard of the 
91 1 been witneſſes to the 
a tie 15 e wich Great 
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ment of your com 
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Britain/and: that with Spain, which ſecure to 
them every thing they cduld defire, in reſpect 
to our foreign relations; towards anne 
their proſperity. Will it not be their 
to rely for ———— theſe advantages 
on the Union by which b e e en 
Walls they not hencefort 
ers; if ſuch- cher are, ho. would Gi 
them nan, bee and connect 'them 
with er Fee Fc 10A 80 iin 
- $4444 SHA ne io 6 ops: 27 9 
ma — and: petminency: 0655 hs 
— — — indif. 
2 mee however ſtriet, between 
wi eee e dene and 
Rn which. all - alliances in all times 
Senſible of ** momeHtogs 
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intimate Union, and for the 


vernment, the oftipring ry our on 
uninfluenced and adopted upon full 


inveſtigation and mature deliberation, c mplete 
i free in its principles, in the diſtribution of 
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its powers, uniting ſocarity with energy, and 
ontaining w | itſelf a proviſion for its own 


ant: bas a juſt claim to your conſi- 


2 and your ſupport - Reſpect for its au- 
thority, oh with its laws, acquieſcence 
in its meaſures, are duties enjoined by the 
fund e of true Liberty. The 
baſis of our political ſyſtems is the right of the 
people to make and to alter their Conſti 
ons of Government But, the en 
which at any time exiſts, till changed by an 
explicit and authentic act of the whole people, 
is ſacredly obligatory. upon all. The very idea 
of the power and the right of the people ta 
eſtabliſh Government, preſuppoſ- 

Nan individual t to I" W ane Go- 


. all mes * — under 


whatever plauſible charecter, with real deſign 
nteract, or awe the re- 


to direct, controul, eo 


gular deliberation and action of the conſtitu - 
ted authorities, are deſtructive of this funda- 


| mental principle, and of fatal tendency. 21 They 
ſerve to organize faction, to give it an antificial 


and rs force—to put inthe place of 
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s the duty of 


4 5 faſhion, rather than the organ of conſiſtent 


=p | 22 U e ee „ros © | | 
; | the delegated will of the alibi the Wet 


| party, often a ſmall ut artful gad- 


0 5 the cen e incongruous * of 


and L e Plans gets by common 


A 1 combinations or uſveinaions of 
4. aboye deſcription may now and then an- 
frver popular ends, they are likely in the courſe 

of time and thingy to become potent engines, 

by which cunning, ambitious and unprincipled - 

men wilt be enabled to ſubvett the power f 

i * 1 and to ae for demſelves * 


5 Towards the + preſervation of your Goren 

1, af he permaneney of your preſent / 
fite, not only that you 
irregular oppoſitions to 


its beet authority, but alſo that you 
reſiſt with care the ſpjrit' of innovation upon 
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its principles however ſpecious the pretext. — 
ethod of aſſault may be to effect in the 
form of the conſtitution alterations which will 
impair the energy of the ſyſtem, and thus to 


undermine what cannot be directly overthrown, 
in all the changes to which you may be invi- 
ted, remember that time and habit are. at leatt | 
as neceflary to fix the true character of Go- 


vernments, as of other human inſtitutions that 
experience is the ſyreſt ſtandard, by which to 


teſt the real tendency of the exiſting conſtitu- 


tion of a country that facility in changes 


upon the credit of mere hypotheſis and oply 


nion, expoſes to perpetual change, from the 
endleſs variety of hypotheſis and opinion; and 
remember, eſpecially, that for the efficient: 
management of your common intereſt, in a 
country ſo extenſive as ours, a government 


of as much vigour as is conſiſtent with the 
perfect ſecurity of liberty, is indiſpenſable. 


Liberty itſelf will find in ſuch a government, 
with poyers properly diſtributed and adjuſted, 


its ſureſt guardian. In is indeed little elſe than 
a name, where the government is teo feeble 


to withſtand the enterprizes of faction, to con- 
inc each member of the ſociety within the limits 
preſcribed by the laws, and fo maintain all 3 is 

42 
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the ſecure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights 
of perſon bad property: + 


E have Wt; intimated to you, the dan. 
ger of parties in the ſtate with particular refe. 
rence to the founding of them on geographical 
diſcriminations. Let me now take a moe 
comprehenſive view, and warn you in the moſt 
ſolemn manner againſt the baneful effects of 
the ſpirit of party, generally. 


This ſpirit, unfortunately, is inſeparable 
from our nature, having its root in the ſtrong- 
eſt paſſions of the human mind. It -xiſts un- 
der different ſhapes in all governments more 
or leſs ſtifled, controuled, or repreſſed; but in 
thoſe of the popular form, it is ſeen in its grea- 
teſt rankneſs, and is truly their worſt enemy. 


The alternate denomination of one faction 
over another, ſparpened by the ſpirit of revenge, 
natural to party diſſention, which in different 
ages and countries has perpetrated the moſt 
horrid enor mities, is itſelf a frightful de potiſm. 
— But this leads at length to a more forma! 
and permanent deſpotiſm— The diſorders and 
miſeries, which reſult, gradually incline the 
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minds of men to ſeek ſecurity and repoſe in 
the abſolute power of an individual: and ſoo- 

ner or later the chief of ſome prevailing fac- 
tion more able or more fortunate than his 
competitors, turns this diſpoſition to the pur. 


poſes of his own elevation, on the ruins of 
public Liberty. + | 


Without looking forward to an extremity | 
of this kind (which nevertheleſs ought not to 
5 entirely out of ſight( the common and con- 

i-ual miſchiefs of the ſpirit of party are ſuſſi- 
cient to make it the intereſt and duty of a wiſe 
People to diſcourage and reſtrain i it. 


It ferves 1 to diſtra&t the Public Calls 
cils and enfecble the Public Adminiſtration. 
It agitates the community with ill founded 
jealouſies and falſe alarms; kindles the ani- 
moſity of one part againſt another, foments 
occaſionally riot and inſurrection. It opens 
the door to foriegn influence and corruption, 
which find a facilitated acceſs to the govern- 
ment itfelf through the channels of party paſ- 
ſions. Thus the policy and the will of one 


country are ſubjected to the policy | and will of 
ancther, 
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There is an opinion tht pattic in free 
countries are uſeful checks upon the adminiſtra. 
tion of the Government, and ſetve to keep 
alive the ſpirit of Liberty. This within certain 
limits is probably true; and in Governments of 
a Monarchical caſt, Patriotiim may look with 
indulgence, if not with favour upon the ſpitit 
of party: But in thoſe of the popular cha- 
racter, in Goveruments purely elective, it ü 

A ſpirit not to be encouraged.” From their na- 
tural tendency, it is certain there will always 
de enough of that ſpirit for every falutary 
purpole. And there being conſtant danger of 
exceſs, the effort ought to be, by force of, 
public opinion, to mitigate and aſſuage it. 1 
fire not to be quenched; it demands an uniform 
vigilance to prevent 'its burſting into a Lame, 
lest inſtead of e a Boyle Aces, 


N is important likewits; that the nr of 
nt in a free country, mould inſpire cau- 
tion, in thoſe entruſted with its adminiſtration, | 
to confine themſelves within their reſpeflive | 
| conſtitutional ſpheres, avoiding i in the exerciſe 
of the powers of one department to eneroach 
7 upon another. The ſpirit of enero chment 
tends to conſolidate the powers ef all the 
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ever the form of government, a real d deport. 5 
A juſt eſtimate of that love of power, and 
proneneſi to abuſe it, which predominates in 
dhe human heart, is ſufficient to ſatisfy us of 
the truth of this poſition. / The neceſſity of re- 
ciprocal checks in the exerciſe of political pow- 
er; by dividing and diſtributing it into diffe- 
rent depoſitoriez, and ' conſtituting each the 
Guardian of the Public Weal againt invaſions 
| by the others, has been evinced by expe: iments 
ancient and modern: ' ſoine of them in our 
country and under our own eyes. 'To pre- 
ſerve them mult be as neceſſary as to inſlitute 
them. Ik, in the opinion of the People, the 
| diſtribution. or modification of the conſtitutional 
powers be in any particular wrong, let it be 
*. korrected by an amendment in a way which the 
_ronſtitution de ſighates,—But let there be no 
change by uſurpation ; for though this, in one | 
ünſtance, may be the inſtrument of good, it is 
the cuſtomary weapon by which free govern · 
ments are deſtroyed.— The precedent muſt al 
Ways greatly overbalance in permanent evil any 


partial or tranſient benefit which the uſe. cat at 
K time vield. 3 
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Olf all the diſpoſitions and Wen y which lead 
"to. > political proſperity, Religion, and M orality 
| 1 are indiſpenſable ſupports.— In vain would 
that man claim the tribute of Patriotiſm, who 
. ſhould labour to ſubvert theſe great pillars, of 
| human happineſs, theſe firmeſt props of the du- 
ties of Men and Citizens. —The mere Politician, 
equally. with the pious man, ought. to reſpect 
ad to cheriſh. them. A volumn could not 
trace all their connections with private and 
public felicity. Let it ſimply. be aſked. "where 
is the ſecurity for prope erty, for reputation, 
ſor like, if the ſenſe of religions obli gation de- 


fit the oachs, which are the inſtruments of in. 
_ veltigation in, Courts. of Juſtice ? And let us 
witch caution indulge the. ſuppoſition that mo- 
. Fality can be m 


intained without religion. What- 
exer may be conceded to the of lat of refin- 
ed education on minds of peculiar ſtructure; ; 
reaſon and experience both forbid us to ex ed 
that national morality can prevail | in excluſion 
af fiche ren 3 


* 
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Wu Tis ſubſtantially true, that virtue or moral- 

; "iy is 2 neceſſary ſpring of popular government. 
The rule indeed extends with more or leſs force 

to every ſpecies of free government. Who that 
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is a ſincere friend to it can look with indifference 
upon „ to ſhake the enen of the 
fabric 5 l ; | 


Promote, then, as an object of primary im- 
portance, inſtitutions for the general diffuſion 
of knowledge In proportion as the ſtructure ; 
of a government gives force to public opinion, 
it is eſſential that public e ſhould be e en. 
e 28 


As 2 very important ſource of ſtrength and 
ſecurity, cheriſh public credit. One method 
of preſerving it is to uſe it as ſparingly as poſſi- 
ble; ; avoiding occaſions of expenſe by cultiva- 
ting peace, but remembering alſo that timely 
diſburſements to prepare for danger frequently 
prevent much greater diſburſements to repel it; 
. avoiding likewiſe the accumulation of debt, not 
only by ſhunning occaſions of expence, but by 

' vigorous exertions in time of peace to diſcharge | 
the debts which unavoidable wars may have oc- : 
| caſioned, not ungenerouſly throwing upon 
poſterity the burthen which we ourſelves ought 
to bear. —The execution of theſe maxims be⸗ 
longs to your repreſentatives, but it is neceſſary 
that public opinion ſhould co-operate.—To. 
facilitate to them the te performance of their duty, 


2s - WASHINGTAN' 


it is efſential that you ſhould practically bear iy 
mind, that towards the payment of debts there 
muſt be revenue: that to have revenue therg 
muſt be taxes; that no taxes can be deviſed 
which are not more or leſs inconvenient and 
anpleaſant ; that the intrinſic embarraſſment in, 
| ſeparable from the ſeleQion of the proper ob. 
jets (which is always a choice of difficulties) 
ought to be a deciſive motive for a candid con- 

ſtruction of the conduct of the government in 
making it, and for a ſpirit of acquieſcence in 
the meafures for obtaining reverue which the 

7 pbhe dier may at any time diQate, : 


Obſerye good faith nd juice nvards all 
nations, cultivate peace and harmony with all; 
religion and morality enjcia this conduct; and 
can it be that good policy does not equally enjcin 
it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightend, and, at 
no diſtant period, a great nation, to give to man- 
End the magnanimous and too novel example 
of a people always guided by an exalted juſtice | 
and benovelence, Who can doubt that in tte 
_ courſe of 1ime and things, the fruits of ſuch a 
plan would richly repay any temporary advan- 
tages which might be loſt by a ſteady adher- 
ance to it? Can it be, that Providence has not 
eonnectted the permanent felicity of a nation 
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with its virtue? The dee 2 leaſt, i 
recommended by every ſentiment which enno- 


5 bles. human e + l 13 Os 
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N execution r fuck tiny, A is 2 
more eſſential than that permanent, inveterate 


antipathies againſt particular nations, and paſſi- 


onate attatchments for others ſhould be ex- 
eluded ; and that in place of them juſt and 
amicable feelings towards all ſhould be cultiva- 

ted. The nation, which indulges towards ano- 


ther an habitual 


d, or an habitual fondneſs 


is in ſome degree a ſlave. It is a ſlave to its 


affection, either of which is ſufficient to lead 


it aſtray from its duty and its intereſt. Anti- 
ther diſpoſes 


pathy in one nation againſt anot] 
each more readily to offer inſult and ini ury, to 


lay hold of ſlight cauſes of umbrage, and to be 


haughty and intractable, when accidental or 
_ trifling occaſions of diſpute occur. Hence fre. 


quent colliſions, obſtinate, envenomed and 
bloody conteſts. The nation, prompted by ill 
will and reſentment, ſometimes impels to war 


the Bhat: e contrary to the beſt calcula- 


tions of policy. The government ſometimes 
participates in the national propenſity, and 


rr 


4 
|; 
: 
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— 


dopts through paſſion what reaſon would reje&; 
at other times, it makes the | animoſity of 
dhe nation ſubſervient to projects of hoſtility 
inſtigated by pride, ambition, and other ſiniſt. 


er and pernicious motives. The peace often, 


| ſometimes perhaps the e of nations ba 
been the Wim. 


80 likewiſe, A paſſionate attachment of one 
nation for another produces a variety of evils, 


Sympathy for the favourite nation, facilitating 


the illuſion of an imaginary common intereſt, 


In caſes where no real common intereſt exiſts, 
and infuſing into one of the enmities of the o- 


ther, betrays the former into a participation in 
the quarrels and wars of the latter, without 
adequate inducement or juſtification, : It leads 
alſo to the conceſſions to the favourite nation 
of privileges denied to others, which is apt 
doubly to injure the nation making the con- 
ceſſions; by unneceſſarily parting with what 


ought to have been retained ; and by exciting 
jealouſy, ill will, and a diſpoſition to retaliate, 


in the parties from whom equal privileges are 


| witheld : And it gives to ambitious, corrupted 


or deluded citizens (who devote themſelves to 


the favourite nation) facility to betray or ſacri- 
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5 ſee . intereſts of their own country, without 


odium, ſometimes even with popularity ; gil . 
ding with the appearances of a virtuous ſenſe of 
obligation, a commendable deference for publie 
opinion, or a laudable zeal for public good, the 
baſe or | fooliſh compliances of nn COT. 


roption or infatuation. 


As avenues an influence in innume- 
rable ways, ſuch attachments are particularly a- 


larming to the truly enlightened and indepen- 


dent patriot. How many opportunities do they 


afford to tamper with domeſtic factions, to 


practice the arts of ſeduction, to miſlead pub- : 
lic opinion, ro influence or awe the Public | 


Councils ! Such an attachment of a ſmall or 


weak, towards a great and powerful nation, 


dooms the former. to be the ſatellite of the 
latter. p | | 


s \ 


Againſt the inſidious wiles of foreign influ. 
ence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citi- 
zens) the jealouſy of a free people ought to be 


_ conſtantly awake; ſince hiſtory and experience 


prove that foreign influence is one of the moſt 


baneful foes of Republican Government. 


But that jealouſy to be uſeful muſt be impartial 
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elſe it becomes the inſtrument of the very influ. | 
nce to be avoided, inſtead of a defence againſt 
it —Exceflive partiality for one foreign nation, 


and exceſſive diſlike of another, cauſe thoſe 
whom they actuate to ſee danger only on one 


ſide, and ſerve to veil and even to ſecond the 
arts of influence on the other. — Real patriots, 
who may reſiſt the intrigues of the favourite, 
are liable to become ſuſpected and odio us; 
while its tools aud dupes uſurp the applauſe and 
confidence of the png to nn. n in. 
tereſts, | | 


The great rule of condu for us, in regard 
to foreign nations, is in extending our com. 


' mercial relations, to have with them as little 


political connection as poſſible. So far as we 
have already formed engagements, let them 
be fulfilled with perlect good faith —Here let 
us n | 


— 


W has a ſet of primary intereſts; which 
to us have none, or a very remote ies. 


Hence ſhe muſt be engaged in frequent - 


verſies, the cauſes of which are efencially foreign 
to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it muſt be 
unwiſe in us to implicate ourſelves, by artificial 
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ties, in the ordinary viciflitudes of her politics, 


or the ordinary combinations and en, of 


her Gs or enmities, 


Our Jetted: ns diſtant a invites 
and enables us to purſue a different courſe. - If 


we remain one people, under an efficient gov- 


ernment, the period is not far off, when we 


may defy material injury from external annoy- 


ance: when we take ſuch an attitude as will 
cauſe the neutrality, we may at any time reſolve 
upon, to be ſcrupulouſly reſpected; when bel- 
ligerent nations under the impoſſibility of mak- 
ing acquiſions upon us; will not lightly hazard 
the giving us provocation; when we may chooſe 
peace or war, as our intereſt, guided by juſtice, 
hall c. 


Why ain the an of Is 3 2 
ſituation? Why quit our on to ſtand upon fo- 
reign ground? Why, by interweaying our de- 
ſtiny with that of any part of Europe, entan- 
gle our peace and proſperity in the toils of Eu- 
ropean ambition, ihr intereſt humour or 
| caprice? | 15 - 
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Tis our true policy to ſteer clear of perma, 
nent alliances, with-any portion of the foreign 
world ; ſo far, I mean, as we are now at liberty 
to do it; for let me not be underſtood as capa- 
ble of patroniſing indfielity to exiſting engage. 
ments. I hold the maxim no leſs applicable to 
public than to private affairs, that honeſty is al- 
ways the beſt policy. I repeat it therefore, les 
thoſe engagemnnts be obſerved. in their genuine 
ſenſe. But in my opinion, it is unneſſary and 
would be * to extend them. 


Taking care en to deep | ourſelves; by 
ſuitable eſtabliſhments, on a reſpectable defen- 
five poſture, we may ſafely truſt to en 
alliances _ n * | 


Harmony, liberal intercourſe with all nati- 
ons, are recommended by policy, humanity, 
and intereſt. But even our commercial policy 5 

| ſhould hold an equal and impartial hand; nei- 
ther ſeeking nor granting excluſive favours or 
preferences: conſulting the natural courſe of 
things; diffuſing and diverſifying by gentle 
means the ſtreams of commerce, but forcing. 
nothing ; eſtabliſhing, with powers ſo diſpoſed 
in order to give trade a ſtable courſe, to define 
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the rights of our merchants, and ta enable che 

government to ſupport them; conventional | 

rules ↄf intercourſe, the beſt that preſent cir- 
cumſtances and mutual opinion will permit, but 
temporary, and liable to be from time to time 
abandoned or varied, as experience and circum- 
ſtances, ſhall dictate; conſtantly keeping in 
in view, that 'tis folly in one nation to look for 
diſintereſted favours from another; that it muſt. 
pay with a portion of its independence for what- 
ever it may accept under that character; that by 
ſuch acceptance, it may place itfelf in the con- 
dition of having given equivalents for nominal 
favours, and yet of being reproached with in- 
gratitude for not giving more. There can be 

no greater error than to expect, or calculate 
pon real favours from nation to nation. *Tis , 
an illuſion which experience muſt cure, which 
2 Juit pride 5 to diſcard. 


n offering t to you my e theſe 
counſels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare 
not hope the ſtrong and laſting impreſſion I could 
wiſh ; that they will controul the uſual current 
of the paſſions, or prevent our nation from 
running the courſe which has hitherto marked 
the deſtiny ef nations: But if I may even flat 
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ter OY that they may be productive of fome 
partial benefit, ſome occaſional good; that they 
may now and then recur to moderate the fury of 
party ſpirit, to warn againſt the miſchiefs of fo. 
' reign intrigue, to guard againſt the impoſtures 
of pretended. patriotiſm ; this hope will be a 
full recompence for the ſolicitude of your wel- 
fare, by which they have been dictat . 


How far in the diſcharge of my official du- 

ties, I have been guided by the principles that 
have been delineated, the public records and 
| Other evidences of my conduct muſt witneſs to 
you and to the world. To myſelf, the aſſurance 
of my own conſcience is, that I have at leaſt 
believed myſelf to be guided by them. 


In relation to the {till ſubſiſting war in Eu- 
rope, my proclamation of the 22d of April, 
1793, is the index to my Plan. Sanction ed by 
your approving voice and by that of your Re- 
preſentatives in both Houſes of Congrels, the ſpi- 
rit of that meaſure has continually governed me; 
uninfluenced by any — to ard or divert 
me from 1 Me 
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After deliberate i examination with hd) aid 
of the beſt lights I could obtain, I was well ſa- 
tiſfied that our country, under all the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, had a right to take, and 
was bound in duty and intereſt, to take a neu- 
tral poſition. Having taken it, I determined, 

as far as ſhould depend upon me, to maintain 
it with W Nn and firmneſs, 


The conſid erations which relped the right 
to hold this conduct, it is not neceſſary on this 
occaſion to detail. I will only obſerve, that 
according to my underſtanding of the matter, 
that right ſo far from being denied by any of 


the belligerent powers, has been vi irtually ad- | 
mitted by all, 


The Guty of holding A neutral condutt may 
be inferred, without any thing more, from the 
obligations which juſtice and humanity impoſe 
on every nation, in caſes in which it is free to 
at, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace 
and amity towards other nations. 


The 8 of intarelk for obſerving 


chat con duct will beſt be referred to your 
20 


-- 


290  WASHINGTON's 


own refle&ions and d With 
me, a predominant motive has been to en- 
e to gain time to our country to ſettle. 
and mature its yet recent inſtitutions, and to 
progreſs without interruption, to that degree of 
| ſtrength and conſiſtency, which is neceſſary to 
give it, humanly ſpeaking, the command 
of its own fortunes. 


Though in reviewing the incidents of my 
adminiſtration, I am unconſcious of intention- 
al error: I am nevertheleſs too ſenſible of my 
defects not to think it probable that I may have 
commuted many errors. Whatever they may 
be, I fervently beſeech the Almighty to avert 
or mitigate the evils to which they may tend. I 
ſhall allo carry with me the hope that my coun- 
try will never ceaſe to view them with indul- 
gence; and that after forty five years of my 
life dedicated to 1:s ſervice, with an upright 
zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities will be 
conſigned to oblivion, as myſelf muſt ſoon be 

to the manſions of reſt. 


Relying on its kindneſs, in this as in other 
things, and actuated by that fervent love to. 
wards it, which is ſo natural to a man, whe 


Pf 


9 


8 
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views in it the native ſoil of hichſelf. and his 
progenitors for ſeveral generations; I anticipate | 
with pleaſing expeQation that retreat, in which 

[ promiſe myſelf to realize, without alloy, the 

ſweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midſt of 

my fellow citizens, the benign influence of 
good laws under a free government—the ever 
favourite object of my heart, and the happy 3 
reward, as I truſt, ot our mutual cares, —_— . 
bours and dangers. 


G. WASHINGTON. 


UNITED STATES, 
17th September, 1796. 
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MESSAGE of . the PRESIDENT of d. 


* 


* F#Firft, The Conſtitution has preſcribed, that 


UNITED STATES to the HOUSE of RE. 
 PRESENTATIVES, negativing an Ad for 


an apportionment of Reprofentationn, among the 
' ſeveral States. 


GENTLEMEN of the HOUSE of 
- REPRESENTATIVES, 


I HAVE maturely conſidered the ac 
paſſed by the two Houſes, intituled, 4 An att 


for the apportionment of Repreſentatives among 


the ſeveral States, according to the firſt enume- 


ration; and I return it to your Houſe, where- 


in it originated, with the following objeCtions: 


Repreſentatives ſhall be apportioned among the 


| ſeveral States, according to their reſpective 


numbers; and there is no one proportion of 


diviſior, which, applied to the reſpective num- 


bers of the States, will yield the number and 
allotment of Repreſentatives propoſed by the 
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Second. The Conſtitution has alſo provide Ls 
that the number of Repreſentatives ſhall not 
exceed one for every thirty thouſand; which 
reſtriction is, by the context, and by fair anq 
obvious conſtruction, to be applied to the ſe pa- 
rate and reſpective numbers of the States: And 
the bill has allotted to eight of the States more 
than one for every thirty thouſand. 


S. WASHINGTON. 
United States, _— 5th, 1 79 2. 


"'WASKINGTON'S 


A Msi of the Pazs1pzne of the DNN 
Sears, 10 Comczess, relative to France and 


| Great-Britain. 
4 


GENTLEMEN of the SENATE, and of the 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, 


As the preſent fituation of the feveral_ 
rations of Europe, and eſpecially of thoſe with 
which the United States have important rela- 
tions, cannot but render the ſtate of things be- 
tween them and us, matter of intereſting in- 
quiry to the legiſlature, and may indeed give 
riſe to deliberations, to which they alone are 
competent, I have thought it my duty to com- 
monicate,to them, certain correſpondencies, 
_ have taken place 


The 88 and executive bodies of 
Trance have manifeſted generally, a friendly 
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attach nent to this country, have given advan- 
tages to our commerce and navigation, and have 
made overtures for placing theſe advantages on 
permanent ground; a decree, however, of the 
National Aſſembly, ſubjecting veſſels laden with 
proviſions to be carried into their ports, and 
making enemy goods lawful prize in the veſſel 
of a friend, contrary to our treaty, though re- 


voked at one time, as to the United States, has 


been ſince extended to their veſſels alſo, as has 


been recently ſtated to us. Repreſentations on 
che ſubject will be immediately given in charge 
to our miniſter there, and the reſult ſhall be com” 
municated to the legiſlature. 


It is with extreme concern, I have to inform 


you, that the proceedings of the perſon, whom 
they have unfortunately appointed their miniſter 
plenipotentiary here, have breathed nothing af 
the friendly ſpirit of the nation, which ſent him; 
their tendency, on the contrary, has been to 
involve us in war abroad, and diſcord and an- 
archy at home. So far as his acts, or thoſe of 
his agents, have threatened our immediate com- 


mitmer.t in the war, or flagrant inſult to the 


authority of the laws, their elfect has been coun- 
teracted by the ordinary coli of the 
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law, and by an exertion of the powers confided 
to me. Where their danger was not imminent, 


} 


they have been borne with, from ſentiments of 
regard to his nation; from a ſenſe of their 


friendſhip towards us; from a conviQtion, that 


they would not ſuffer us to remain long expoſed . 


to the action of a perſon, who has ſo little re- 
ſpected our mutual diſpoſitions; and, I will add, 


from a reliance on the firmneſs of my fellow. 


citizens in their principles of peace and order. 


In the mean time, I have reſpected and pur- 


ſued the ſtipulations of our treaties, according 


to what I judged their true ſenſe; and have 


withheld no a& of friendſhip, which their af- 


fairs have called for, from us, and which juſtice 
to others, left us free to perform. I have gone 


further; rather than employ force for the re- 


ſtitution of certain veſſels, which I deemed 


the United States bound to reſtore, I thought 
it more adviſable to ſatisfy the parties, by avow- 
ing it to be my opinion, that if reſtitution were 
not made, it would be incumbent on the United 
States to make compenſation, The papers now 
communicated, will more par ticularly appr 


you of theſe tranſaktions 
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The Britiſh government baving undertaken, 
by orders to the Rs, of ghar, armed 
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lately ee to 
niniſte mart. In the mean time, 
ſome diſcuſſions on che ſubject took place be- 
tween him and them: Theſe are alſo laid before 
Dou, and T may ag to an the refult of his 
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ery 2 after the arrival of à | Britiſh'n mi- 
niſter here, mutual explanations on the inete- 
reaty of peace, were entered in- 


to, with that miniſter; theſe * now laid be: 
ew yow for Your - ener ual 82 
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on the ſ abjeas of mana intereſt between 

"4 this country and Spain, negociations and con. 
ferences are now depending. The public good 
requiring that the preſent ſtate of theſe ſhould 


be made known to the legiſlature, in confidence 


only, they ſhall be the ſubject of a —_— and 
tublequent's communication. . 


"" WASHIN GTON. 


Deren STATES, „„ VP 
| December 5th, - 793. . 
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MESSAGE, of he PRESIDENT. * the Sk. 
NATE, nominating Mr.] AY, "Envoy E a 
_ ordinary ofthe United States, 10 his . Britanni ic : 
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i GENTLEMEN ef the 1 „„ 


. . 
** eG. 


Th H 1 0 communications th 1 have 
made to you during your preſent ſeſſion, from 
the diſpatches of our miniſter in London, con- 
tain a ſerious aſpe& of our affairs with Great- 
Britain. But as peace ought to be purſued | 
with unremitted zeal, before the, laſt reſource, Y ; 
which has ſo often been the ſcourge of nations, 8: 
and cannot fail to check the advanced proſpe- | 
rity of the United States, is contemplated, , * Bs 
have thought proper to nominate and do here- " 
by nominate John Jay, as envoy. extraordinary „ 
of the United States, to his Britannic Majeſty. | 
My confidence in our miniſter plenipotentiary 
in London, continues undiminiſhed; but a 
miſſion like this, while it correſponds with the 
ſolemnity of the occaſion, will announce to the 
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Fld a folicitade & 2 friendly adjuſtment of 
ur U and eee to, , == | 
fuch an Envoy will carry with Kim a Full know. 
ledge of the ting. temper and ſenſibility of 
our cquntry; and will thus be taught to vindi. 
cate our ri ghts with firmneſs, and to cultivate 
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| MESSAGE b of lhe PRESIDENT #1 the + Nv. © 

BB TED $SYATES, 2 bt Houſes of CON. 
GRESS, repeating the U of Spain. 
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GENTLEMEN 2 "ur | SENATES ond of * 
HOUSE, of REPRESENTATIVES. 
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by the 5 a 1 (en * 
made to Congreſs, during the preſent ſeſſion, 
relative to foreign nations, I have omitted ng. 
opportunity of teſtifying my,anxiety,to preſerve 
the United States in peace. It is peculiarly, ® 

1H therefore my duty, at this time, to Jay before 

pou, the preſent ſtate of certain hoſtile threats 

| _ againſt the territories Gat Spain, in Wy neigh- 
bourhobds as * 


| The b whic] WY 
age, develope the meaſures which I have taken 
to ſuppreſs them, and the Intell N * 

has bery en OC 
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It will be ſeen from thence, that the fubject 

1 has not been neglected; that every power veſted 

mn the Executive, on ſuch occaſions, has been 

. exerted; and that there was reaſon to believe, 
that the enterprize projected e the Spaniſh 
dominions, was aa 
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* a 4 
1 But it appears to 0 hive, been revived, upon 
5 principles, which ſet public order at defiance, 
and place the peace of the United States in the 
diſeretion of unauthorized individuals. The 
means already depoſited in the different depart- 
ments of government, are ſhewn, by expe- 
rience, not to be adequate to theſe high exigen- 
cies, although ſuch of them, as are lodged in 
- the hands of the Executive, ſhall continue to 
# _ be uſed with promptneſs, energy and deciſi jon, 
proportioned to the caſe. But 11 am impelled, 
by the poſition of our public affairs, to recom- 
mend that proviſion be made for a ſtronger and 
1 vigorous oppoſition than can be given to 
e fuch hoſtile movements under Ones, as they 
dor ſtan | 
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une States May » 20th, 1 794. we 
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| Important and d Interefting Weſtice | Gi 


Of the PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES 
1 the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, 


in conſequence of their reguęſtin g the Papers re- 
| tative to the * e 5 „ 


GENTLEMEN of the HOUSE „ „ 
REPRESENTATIVES, _ 


W ITH the utmoſt attention I have 

' eonfidered your reſolution of the 24th inſt. re- 
queſting me to lay before your houſe a copy of 

the inſtructions to the miniſter of the United 
States, who negociated the treaty with the 
king of Great Britain, together with the cor- 
reſpondence and other documents relative "we 
that treaty, excepting. ſuch of the ſaidypapers a 

any exiſting negociation may —_ prog. x. 

d be diſcloſed. - 
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* indicated; a if 5 Non wy withhold any info 
ich the copgyration . OE up- 5 
* on the Preſident Ls gi 


other billiches ior, is far as the Rs oF; 
gated to me by the peopl. . 


United States, 


2 and t the conſtitute 


heir ſucceſs muſt often depend 
an ſecrecy, and even when brought to a con- 


giuuſion, a full diſcloſure of all the meaſures, | 


_ demands or eventual conceſſions Las =. 


— —— 
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have been propoſed or contemplated, would be # 
extremely impolitic ; for this might have a per- 
nicious influence on future negociations,* or . M 
produce immediate inconveniences ; ; perhaps | 1 | : ü 
danger and miſchief, in relation to other pou- 
ers. The neceſſity of ſuch caution and ſecreex 
was one cogent reaſon for veſting the power of = 
making treaties in the Preſident, with the ad f 
vice and conſent ot the Senate; the principle —__ 
on which that body was formed, confining it 
to a ſmall number of members. To admit, 
then, a right in the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
to demand, and to have, as a matter of courſe, 
all the papers reſpecting a negociation with 2 
foreign power, would be to arms a _ 
rous e een, | 


It does not occur, that the inſpection of the 
papers aſked for, can be relative to any purpoſe 
under the cognizance of the Houſe of Repre- | 
ſentatives, except that of an impeachment, 5 
which the reſolution has not exprefſed. I . 
repeat, that I have no diſpoſition to withhold . 
any information which the duty of my ſtation 
will permit, or the public good ſhall require, 
to be diſcloſed; and, in fact, all the papers af. 
fecking the neg oct ion with Great-Britain, were. 


EY 


* 


3  wastmoron's 


nid before the Senate, . the aber itſelf 
_ was communicated far their conſideration and 


| advice, 


The. courſe which the debate has taken on 
the reſolution of the Houſe, leads to ſome ob- 
ſervations on the mode of making treaties un- 
der the Conſtitution of the United States. 


— 


Having . a member of the 8 Con 


vention, and knowing the principles on which 


the Conſtitution was formed, I have ever en- 
tertained but one opinion on this ſubje&; and 
from the firſt eſtabliſhment of the government 
to this moment, my conduct has exemplified 

that opinion, that the power of making treaties 


is excluſively veſted in the Preſident, by and 
with the advice of the Senate, provided two- 


thirds of the Senators preſent concur; and that 
every treaty ſo made and promulgated, thence- 
forward became the law of the land. It is thus 
that the treaty making power has been under- 
ſtood by foreign nations; and in all treaties 
made with them, we have declared, and they 
have believed, that when ratified by the Preſi - 


dent, with the advice and conſent of the Se- 


nate, they became obligatory. In this con- 


„ 


4 
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ſtruction of the Conſtitution, every Houſe of 
Repreſentatives has heretofore acquieſced; and 


until the preſent time, not a doubt or ſuſpicion 


has appeared to my knowledge, that this con- 


ſtruction was not the true one. Nay, they 
have more than acquieſced; for until now, 
without controverting the obligation of ſuch 
treaties, they have made all the 8 pro- 
viſions for carrying them into effect. 

| Therei is alſo reaſon to believe that this con · 
1 agrees with the opinions entertained 
by the State Conventions, when they were de- 
liberating on the Conſtitution; eſpecially RM 
| thoſe who objected to it, becauſe there was not 
required in commercial treaties the conſent of 
two-thirds'of the whole Senate, inſtead of two, 
thirds of the Senators preſent; and becauſe in 

treaties reſpeCting territorial and certain other 
rights and claims, the concurrence of three- 
fourths of the whole number of the members 


of both Houſes peed: was not _ ne- 


* 


ceſſary. 


It is a fact declared by the General Conven- 


tion, and univerſally underſtood, that the Con- 


ſtitution of the United States was the reſult of 


WASHING ToN's 


4 308 


a ſpirit of amiry and mutual conceſſion. And 
it is well known that under this influence, the 
ſmaller States were admitted to an equal repre- 
ſentation in Senate, with the larger States; and 
that this branch of the government was inveſt. 
ed with great powers; for on the equal parti. 
cipation of thoſe powers the ſovereignty and 
political ſafety of the ſmaller States were decm- 
ed eſſentially to depend. 


If other proofs than theſe, and the plain 
letter of the Conſtitution itſelf be neceſſary to 
aſcertain the point under conſideration, they 
may be found in the journals of the General 
Convention, which I have depoſited in the of- 
 fice of the department of ſtate. In thoſe jour. 
nals it will appear thaz a propoſition was made, 
that no treaty ſhould be binding on the Uni. 
ted States which was not ratified by a law;” 
and that the propofigzon Was ty _—_ 


As, therefore, it is perfeatly lows to my 
underſtanding, that the aſſent of the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives is not neceſſary to the validity 
of a treaty; as the treaty with Great- Britain 
exhibits, in itſelf, all the objects requiring le- 


Kiſlative proviſion, and on which theſe papers | 


by 
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called for can throw no | ehe; and as it is efſen- 
tial to the due adminiſtration of the govern- 
ment, that the boundaries fixed by the Conſti. 
tution, between the different departments ſhould 
be preſerved—a juſt regard to the Conſtitution, 
and to the duty of my office, under all the cir- 
cumſtances of this caſe, forbid a compliance 
vith your requeſt. - 


S. WASHINGTON: 
Wnited States, March 30, 1796. 
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A Ma884cz from the PzSil v of the Unity 
STATE of AMERICA, to CONGRESS ; relariue 
to th. F rengh Republic. 


GENTLEMEN of the SENATE, and of the 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, - 


Ar the opening of the preſent Seſſion 
of Congreſs I mentioned that ſome circum- 
ſtances of an unwelcome nature had lately oc- 

_ curred in relation to France; that our trade | 
had ſuffered and was ſuffering extenſive injuries 
in the Weſt-Indies from the cruiſers and agents 
of the French Republic; and that communica- 
tions had been received from its Miniſter here 
which indicated danger of a further diſturbance 
of our commerce by its authority, and that 

| were in other reſpects far from agreeable: but 
that I reſerved for a ſpecial meſſage a more par- 
ticular communication on this intereſting ſub- 
_ This communication I now make: 
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The complaints of the French Minifter em- 
braced moſt of the tranſactions of our govern- 
ment in relation to France from an early period 
of the preſent war; which therefore it was ne- 
ceſſary carefully to review. A collection has 
been formed of letters and papers relating to 
thoſe tranſactions, which 1 now lay before you, 
with a letter to Mr. Pinckney, our Miniſter at 
Paris, containing an examinativn of the notes 
of the French Miniſter, and ſuch information 
as I thought might be uſeful to Mr. Pinckney 
in any further repreſentations he might find ne- 
ceflary to be made to the French Government, 
The immediate object of his miſſion was to make 
to that Government ſuch explanations of the 
principles and conduct of our own, as by ma. 
nifeſting our good faith might remove all jea- 
louſy and diſcontent, and maintain that har. 
mony and good underſtanding with the French 
Republic which it has been my conſtant ſolici- 
tude to preſerve. A government which re- 
quired only a knowledge of the truth to juſtify 
its meaſures, could not but be anxicus to have 
this wy and frankly diſplayed, | 


8. WASHINGTON. 


Tried States, Tan. 19, 1797. 
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MESSAGE 4 the PRESIDENT . 
UNITED STATES, t the HOUSE of 


REPRESENTATIVES, mpg. the Ad 
a9 di . the Army. 


1 
GENTLEMEN f 1 2 
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES: "v7 
„ 


H AVING maturely conſidered che 


bill, to alter an amend and act, intituled, An 


act to aſcertain and fix the military eſtabliſhment | 
of the United States,” which was preſented to 


me on the twenty-ſecond day of this month, I 


now return it to the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

in which 5 originated, with my objections. | 
Nat. If the bill paſſes into a law, the two | 

companies of light dragoons will be, from that 


moment /egally out vf ſervice; though they will 


afterwards actually continue in ſervice; and for 
their ſervices during this interval, namely, from 
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the time of legal to. the time of actual diſcharge, . 
it will not be lawful to pay them, unleſs ſome 
future proviſion be made by law. Thou gh they 
may be diſcharged at the pleaſure of Congreſs, 
in juſtice, they ought to receiyg their pay, not wx 
only to the time of paſſing the Au, but at the 1 
leaſf, to the . their F Made. . 


% 


Secondly. It will ve e "a wits 3 
ous to the public, to diſmiſs. the light dragoons, _ : = | 
s ſoon as notice of the law can be conveyed to 1 
hem; one of the companies having been late 
ae to a [Ry and 8 lerrice. - | 


4 A * 


RY The companies s of light dragoons, 

_ conſiſt of one hundred and twenty- fix non- com- 

miſſioned officers and privates, who are bound to 
ierve as diſmounted dragoons Hen ordered ſo 2 
to do: They have received, in bounties, about "2, 
two thouſand dollars; one of them is completely ' - 
equipped, and above half of the non commiſ- 
ſioned officers and privates have yet to ſerve = 
more than one third of the time of their inliſ t. 
ment; and beſides, there will, „in the courſe of 1 L 
the year, be a conſiderable deficiency in the 
complement of infantry intended to be conti - 
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che dragodns, does not 


- " 5 
# 8 7 5 3; 
# 97-03 L n f 
#4 
of 
7 a : 
# F + 3 
«7 * 


"tween frontier ſettlers and (2190 2p and, 
therefore, 2 part of the 
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'BY ny by 


PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES * 


A « PROOL AW 10% 


255 


of 1 war exiſts between Auſtria, Pruſſia, Sara 
nia, Great-Britain, and the United Nether. 


lands, of the one part, and France on. the other, | 


and the duty and intereſt of the United States 
require, that they ſhould with fincerity and 


good faith adopt and purſue a conduct friendly | 


and impartial toward the belligerent payers ! 
1 have therefore, thought fit by theſe pre- 


ſents to declare the diſpoſition of the United 
| States to obſerve the conduct aforeſaid wards | 


thoſe. powers reſpeQively; and to exhort and 


warn 'the citizens of the {United States care - 


fully to avoid all acts and proceedings whatſo- 


ever, which may in any manner tend to contra- 
: vene ſuch diſpoſition. 


ad: 1 do hereby alſo wiki ws that 


whoſoever of the citizens of the United States 
ſhall render himſelf liable to 3 or for- 


HEREAS' 15 appears ; that a Nate 


3168 _ wasainotToN's  _ 


|, AFfeiture under the law of nations, by commit- 
LL _ ting, aiding or abetting hoſtilities againſt any 
+8 of the ſaid powers, or by carrying to any of 
them thoſe articles which are deemed contra- 
band by the mog n uſage of nations, will not 
receive the prteQHion' of the United States, a- 
gainſt ſuch puniſhment or forfeiture: and fur- 
ther, that I have given inſtructions to thoſe 
” offigers, to whom it belongs, to cauſe proſecu- 
tions to be inſtituted againſt all perſons, who 
ſhall, within the cognizance of. the courts of the 
| United States, violate the '* of Nations, with 
Tis 2 * to the 7 at var, or py 'of them. 


i; 4 85 TESTIMONY - WHERROF, I have cauſed 
"i we” the Seal of the United States of Ame- 
"ok + ria to be affixed to theſe preſents, | 
Ms and ſigned the fame with my hand. 
= n 80 Done at the city of Philadelphia, tbe 
5 FY my twenty: ſecond day of April, 008 
; _ thouſand feven hundred and ninety- ; 
gy nog; ank of the Independence of 
the United States of America the 
ſeventeen tn. 
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{8 2 the Prejulent, 1 4 3 
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1417 HEREAS ob to ali 
the execution” of the laws laying duties upon 
ſpirits 4iRilled within the United States and 
upon ſtills, have from the time of the rom- 


mencement of thoſe laws exiſted in ſome of the 
weſtern parts of Pennſ ylvania. And whereas 


the ſaid combinations, proceeding in a manner 
: ſubverfive equally of the juſt authority of go- 

vernment and of the rights of indiyiduals have 
hitherto effecte 


"us 1 


Feed their dangerous and criminal 
purpoſe; by the influence of certain irregular 
meetings: whoſe proceedings have tended to en- 
courage and uphold the ſpirit of oppoſition, by 
miſrepreſentations of the laws calculated to 
render them odious, by endeavours to deter 
thoſe who might be ſo diſpoſed from accepting , 


By 
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offices under them, through, FI of public re· 
ſentment and of 1 — 4 to perſon and property, 
and to compel thoſe who had accepted ſuch 
offices by actual violence to ſurrender or for- 
bear the execution of them; —by circulating 
vindictive menaces againſt all thoſe-who ſhould 
otherwiſe directly c or ingireckly aid in the exe- 
cution of the ſaid laws, or who, yielding to 
the dictates of conſcience and to a ſenſe of obli- 
gation ſhould themſelves, comply therewith, by 
actually injuring and deſtroying the pro perty of 
perſons who were underſtood, to have ſo com- 
plied; — by inflicting cruel and humiliating pu · 
niſhments upon private citizens for no other 
cauſe than that of appearing to be the friends 
of the laws; - by intercepting” the public offi- 
cers on the high ways, abuſing, aſſaulting and 
otherwiſe ill treating them by going to their 
houſes in the night, gaining admittance by 
force, taking away their papers and committing 
other outrages; emp 

able purpoſes the agency of arme 

diſguiſed in ſuch manner as for the moſt part to 
eſcape diſcovery: And whereas the endeavours 
of the Legiſlature to obviate objections to the 
faid laws, by loweting the duties and by other 
Mtoracions nee o the convenience of 
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choſe whom they unmediately affect, (though 


they have given ſatisfaction in other quart ers) 
and the endeavours of the executive officers to 
conciliate a complian2e with the laws, by ex- 


planations, by forbearance and even by parti- 


eular accommodations founded on the ſuggeſ. 


tion of local conſiderations, have been diſap- 
pointed of their effect by the machinations of 
perſons whoſe induſtry to excite refiſtance has 


increaſed with every appearance of a diſpoſition 


among the people to relax in their oppoſition 
and to acquieſce i in the laws: Inſomuch that ma- 
ny perſons in the ſaid weſtern parts of Pennſyl- 


vania have at length been hardy enough to per- 


petrate acts which I am adviſed amount to trea- 
ſon, being overt acts of levying war againſt the 


United States; the ſaid perſons having on the 


ſixteenth and ſeyenteenth of july laſt paſt pro- 
ceeded in arms (on the ſecond day amounting 
to ſeveral hundreds) to the houſe of John Ne. 
vine, inſpector of the revenue for the fourth 
ſurvey af tke diſtrict of Pennſylvania, having 


repeatedly attacked the ſaid houſe with the per- 


ſons therein wounding ſome of them ;—having 


ſeized David Lenox, marſhal of the diſtrict of 


Pennſylvania, who previous thereto had been 
den * age in the execntion of his duty, 
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by a party of armed. men, detaining him for 
ſome time priſoner, till for the preſervation of 
his life and the obtaining of his liberty he found 
it neceſſary to enter into ſtipulations to forbear 
the execution of certain official duties touching 
proceſſes iſſuing out of a court of the United 
States. And having finally obliged the ſaid in- 
ſpector of the revenue and the ſaid marſhal from 
conſiderations of perſonal ſafety to fly from that 
part of the country, in order by a circuitous 
route to proceed to the ſeat of, government; 
avowing as the motives of theſe outrageous 
5 proceedings an intention to prevent by force of 
Wo arms the execution of the ſaid laws, to, oblige | N. 
tte ſaid inſpector of the revenue to rengunce 
VN his ſaid office, to withſtand by open violence 
| the lawful authority of-the government of the 
© Vuited States, and to compel thereby an alte- 
. 3 ration in the meaſures of the Legiſlature and a , - 
*W repeal of the laws-aforeſaid. - And Whereas by „5 
a law of the United States, intitule 075 « Anat 
to provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Union, ſuppreſs inſurrections 
and repel invaſions,” it is enacted, that when- 
5 ever the laws of the United States ſhall be op- 
poſed or the execution thereof obſtructed in 
any State by combinations too powerful to be 


— 


— 


* W. . * 
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ſuppreſſed by the ey courſe of judicial - * 4 


proceedings or by the powers veſted in the mar- 
ſhals by that act, the ſame being notified by an 
aſſociate jultite, or the diſtri& judge, it ſhall be 
lawful for the Preſident of the United States to 
call forth the militia of ſuch State to ſuppreſs 
ſuch combinations and to cauſe the laws to be 
duly executed. And if the militia of a State 
where ſuch combinations may happen ſhall re- 
fuſe or be inſufficient to ſuppreſs the ſame, it 
mall be lawful for the Preſident, if the Legila- 
ture of the Uflited States ſhall not be in ſeſſion, 
to call forth and employ ſuch numbers of the 
militia of any other State or States moſt con- 
venient thereto, as may be neceſſary, and the 
uſe of the militia ſo to be called forth may be 
inued, if neceſſary, until the expiration of | 
; thirty days after the commeicement of the en- 
ſuing ſeffion :. Provided always, that whenever 
it may be neceſſary in the judgment of the Pre- 
ſident to uſe the military force hereby directed 
to be called forth, the Preſident ſhall forthwith. 
and. previous: thereto, by Proclamation, com- 
mand fuch inſurgents to diſperſe and retire 
peaceably to their ieſpective abodes within a U 
mited: time.” And whereas, James Wilſon, an 
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ing * his had, did, from evidence which 
has been laid before him, notify to me that 
« in the counties of Waſhington and Alleghany | 


9 in Pennſylvania, laws of the United States are 


oppoſed, and · the execution thereof obſtructed 
by the ordinary courſe of judicial proceedings 
or by the powers veſted i in the marſhal of that 
diſtrict. And whereas it is in my judgment, 
neceſſary under the circumſtances of the caſe, 
to take meaſures for calling forth the militia, in 
order to ſuppreſs the combinations We 
and to cauſe the laws to be duly executed 
and, I have accordingly determined ſo to do, 
feeling the deepeſt regret for the occaſion, but 
withal, the moſt ſolemn conviction, that the 
eſſential intereſts of the Union demand it that 
che very exiſtence of government, and the fun- 
damental principles of ſocial order, are mate- 
rially involved in the iſſue; and that the patri- 
otiſm and firmneſs of all good citizens are ſeri- 
ouſly called upon, as occaſion may require, to 
aid in the effeQual eps” * 355 fatal a 
ee 


* 


Wee, f. in ane of the Proviſo a- 
bove recited, I George Waſhington, Preſident 
of the United States, do hereby command all 


} 


by combinations too powerful to be ſuppreſſed Þ 
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perſons, being inſurgents as aforeſaid, and, all 
others whom it'may concern, on or before the 
firſt day of September next, to diſperſe and ee... i 
eſpective abodes. And 1 N L | 


tire peaceably to their 7 
I do moreover, warn all perſons whomſoever, 
againſt aiding,” abetting or comforting the per- .. — 
petrators of the aforeſaid treaſonable acts: and Ml 
do require all officers and other citizens, aceord- | 
ing to their reſpective duties and the laws of the 
land, to exert their utmoſt endeavours to pre- 
vent and AY ſuch 8 een 43 
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Tv TESTIMQNY WHEREOF, I have cauſed / 

the Seal of the United States of Ame- 
rica to be affixed to theſe Preſents, * » 

and ſigned the fame with my TY 

4. 8. ) Done at the city of Bhiladelphia the 
ſeventh day of Auguſt, one thouſad 
ſeven hundred and ninety- four, and 9 9 1 
of the Independence of the United * 
States of \merica the ſeventeenth. 8 
oy WASHIN OT: 
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T9 CO 
; dannen of the UNITED STATES of | 
7 "AMERICA. = 


A PROCLAMATION. 


3's... 905 HEREAS. * om à | hope, that the 
5 eee againſt the Conſtitution and Laws 
ol the United States in certain of the weſterncoun- 
ties in Pennſylvania would yield to time and re- 
flection, Ithought it ſuſficient,in the firſt inſtance, 
rather to take meaſures for calling forth the mi- 
litia, than immediately to embody them;—but 
the moment is now come, when the overtures 


4 of forgiveneſs with no other condition, than a 


ſubmiſſion to law, have been only partially ac- 
cepted when every form of conciliation, not 
inconſiſtent with the being of government, has 
been adopted without effect; when the well diſ- 
poſed, in thoſe counties, are unable by their 
influence and example t6. reclaim the wicked 
from their fury, and are compelled to aſſociate 
in their 'own defence;—when the proffered le- 
nity has been perverſely miſinterpreted i: 0 an 

: apprehenſion, that the citizens will march with 
reluctance; — hen the opportunity of examin- 
ing the ſerious conſequences of a treaſonable 
oppoſition has been employed in propagating 


2 * F 
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* * 


| principles of anarchy, endeavouring through i 


emiſſaries to alienate the friends of order from 
its ſupport, and inviting its enemies to perpe- 
trate ſimilar acts of inſurrection; when it is 


manifeſt, that violence would continue to be 
exerciſed upon every attempt to enforce the 


laws; when therefore government is ſet at de- 
fiance, the conteſt being whether a ſmall por- 
tion of the United States ſhall dictate to the 
hole Union, and at the expenſe of thoſe, who 


deſire peace, indulge a deſperate ambition. Now 
therefore, I George Waſhington, Preſident of 


the United States, in obedience to that high 


and irreſiſtible duty conſigned to me by the 
OO {6 an take care that the laws be faĩth- 


fully executed; deploring that the American 


name ſhould be ſullied by the outrages of citizens 


on their own government; - commiſerating ſuch, 


as remain ene, from deluſion; - but reſolv- 


Provi- 


—L K rghian 222 on that gracic * 


dence e 1o fignally diſplays its m__—_ 
to a due ſubordination to the law;—do Wer 

declare and make known, that with. fatisfac- 
tion, which can be equalled only by the merits 

of the militia, ſummoned into ſervice from the 


States of Neu- Jerley, Pennſylvania, . 


towards this country, to reduce the fn 


and Virginia, 4 have received ee 
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their patriotic alacrity, in obeying the call of 
the preſent, though painful, yet commanding 
neceffity; that a force, which according to 
every reaſonable expectation is adequate to the 
exigency, is already in motion to the ſcene of 
diſaffection; that thoſe who have confided, or 
ſhall confide in the protection of government, 
ſhall meet full ſuccour under the ſtandard, and 
from the arms of the United States; that thoſe 
who having offended againſt the law have ſince. 
Intitled themſelves to indemnity will be treated 
with the moſt liberal good faith, if they ſhall 
not have forfeited their claim by any ſubſequent 
conduct; and that inſtructions are given accord- 
ingly, And I do moreover exhort all indivi- 
duals, officers, and body of men, to contem- 
plate with abhorrence the meaſures, leading 
directly or indirectly to thoſe crimes, which 
produce this reſort to . coercion; to 
check, in their reſpective ſpheres, the effort: 
of miſguided or agef; gang men to ſubſtitute 
| their miſrepreſentations in the place of truth 
and their diſcontents in the place of ſtable go 
_ vernment and to cal to mind, that as the peo. 
ple of the United States have been permitted 
under the divine favor, in perfect freedom, 
. ſolemn en, in an KN 5 
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ace, to elet their own government; ſo will 
their gratitude for this ineſtimable bleſſing be 
beſt diſtinguiſhed by,firm exertions to maintain 
the Conſtitution and the laws, And laſtly, I 
again warn all perſons whomſoever and where- 
ſoever, hot to abet, aid or comfort the inſur- 
gents aforeſaid, as they will anſwer the contrary 

at their peril; and I do alſo require all officers 
and other citizens according to their ſeveral 
duties, as far as may be in their power, to 


bting under the cognizance of the law all ob. 
fenders i in the premiſes. 


2 


In privy WHEREOF, 4 e Aud 
the ſeal of the United States of Ame- 
lica to be affixed to theſe preſents, 

and ſigned the ſame with my hand. 

(L. wy Done at the city of Philadelphia, the 
twenty- fifth day of Septen 1 = 

' thouſand ſeven hundred and ninet> 

four, and of the Independence of the —_— 
United States of America the nine- _—_ 
teenth. = 


G. wabmmeron.” 


* the Preſdent, ; 
pu: RANDOLPH. 
True Copy, 
GEO,. TAYLOR, 1 un. 


vr THE 


| b ; PRESIDENT of the UNIT ED STATES of 
=. AMERICA. |» 


— 
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VVV HEN ve review the calamities 
4 which afflit ſo many other nations, the preſent 
condition of the United States affords much 
matter of conſolation and ſatisfaction. Our 
exemption hitherto from foreign war, an in- | 
creaſing proſpect of the continuance of that ex- 
emption, the great degree of .internal tranquility 
we have EN joyed, the recent confirmation of that 
tranquility by the ſuppreſſion of an inſurrection 
which ſo wantonly threatened it, the happy 
courſe of our public affairs i in general, the un- 
exampled proſperity of all claſſes of our citi- | 
zeng—are circumſtances which peculiarly mark 
our ſituation with indications of the Divine Be- 
neficence towards us---In ſuch a ſtate of thin gs, 
it is, in an eſpecial manner, our duty as a peo- 
ple, with devout reverence and affectionate gra- 
titude, to acknowledge our many and great 
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WOT to ALMIGHTY God, and to implore 
him to continue and evans the: a we 


a 


i Deeply penetrated with this ſentiment, 1 
George Waſhington, Preſident of the United 
States, do recommend to all religious ſocieties 
and denominations, and to all perſons whom- 
ſoever within the United States, to ſet apart 
and obſerve Thurſday the nineteenth day of 
February next as a day of Public Thankſgiving 
and Prayer; and on that day to meet together 
and render their fincere and hearty thanks wo 
the Great Ruler of Nations for the manifold 
and ſignal mercies, which diſtinguiſh our lot as | 
a Nation: Particularly for the poſſeſſion of 
conſtitutions of government which unite, and 
by their union eſtabliſh liberty with order; for 
the preſervation of our peace, foreign and do- 
meſtic, for the ſeaſonable controul which has 
been given to a ſpirit of diſorder in the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of the late inſurrection, and generally for 
the proſperous courſe of our affairs public and 
private; and at the ſame time humbly and fer- 
vently to beſeech the Kind Author of theſe 
bleſſings graciouſly to prolong them to us to 

mprint on our hearts a * and ſolemn ſenſe 
. 1 e 
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of our obligations to him for them; to teach 
us rightly to eſtimate their immenſe value; to 
preſerve us from the arrogance of proſperity, 
and from hazarding the advantages we enjoy 

by delu ſive purſuits ; to diſpoſe us to merit the 
continuance of his favours, by not abuſing 
them, by our gratitude for them, and by a cor- 


reſpondent conduct as citizens and as men—ta 


render this country more and more a ſafe and 
propitious aſylum for the unfortunate of other 


countries; to extend among us true and uſeful 


knowledge; to diffuſe and eſtabliſh habits of 
fobriety, order, morality and piety; and finally 
to impart all the bleſſings we poſſeſs, or aſk for 
ourſely es, to the whole 12 of mn. 


It TESTIMONY WHEREOP, I have ele 
the ſeal of the United States of Ame- 
rica to be affixed to theſe preſents, 
and ſigned the ſame with my hand. 
(L.S.) Done at the city of Philadelphia, the 
* firſt day of January, one thouſand. 
ſeven hundred and ninety- five, and 
of the Independence of the nn 
States of America the nineteenth. 
. 8 un 
By the Preſident, 


Epx: RANpOLTR. 
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Letter to the Secretary of State, declaring certain 
ee eferided to (Generel. ae. 
to be ee, 


Proc apa PRIN, 3d March, 1797. 


AT the concluſion of my public | employ- 
ments, I have thought it expedient to notice 
the publication of certain forged letters, which 
firſt appeared in the year 1777, and were ob- 


truded upon the public as mine; They are 


faid by the. editor to have been found in a 
| ſmall:portmanteau that I had left in the care of 
my mulatto ſervant, . named. Billy, who. it is 
pretended, Was taken File at Fort * 
in 1776. 5 


| 'The * when theſe letters were: firſt 6 
printed, will be recollected, and what were the 
impreſſions they were intended to produce on 


the public mind. It was then · ſuppoſed to be 
of ſome conſequence to ſtrike at the integrity 


of the motives of the American Commander 5 


in Chief, and to paint his inclinations as at 


"lh 
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= variance with his denden and his duty. An- 
ohter criſis in the affairs of America having oc- 
= curred, the fame weapon has been reſorted to, 
1 to wound my character and n e Tee. 


SY The letters in queſtion have this 5 ad- 
| dreſſes and ſignatures here following. 


me New-York, June 12th, 1776, To Mr. 
Lund Waſhington, at Mount Vernon. 
Fairfax county, Virginia.” 8. W. "ee 


"= 2 Parde Cuſtis, Eſq. at the Hon. Ben. 
edict Calvert's Eſq. Mount Airy, Mary. 
Mr of June 18th, 1776. re 8. W.“ 2 


ew. Tork, July 8th, wok To Mr. Lund 
Waſhington, at ae Vernon, Fairfax 
Waun Virginia. G. W.“ 


6 New. Vork, july 1b, 1776. "To Mr. Lund 
Waſnington, &e.”” G. W. „ 


3 Rewe Tork, July 5th, 1776. To Mr. Lund 
| Waſhington, n c 8. W. 95 5 Sa 0m 


« New. Vork, July * 1570. To Mr. pat 
Waſhington, &c.” G. W.“ 


June 24th, 1776. To Mrs, wages. d., 
cc w_” W. 1 


j 2»n»ͤ»- — 
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At the time when theſe letters firſt apÞpear- 
ed, it was notorious to the army immediately 
under my command, and particularly to the 
gentlemen attached to my perſon, that my mu- 
latto man Billy had never been one moment 
in the power of the enemy. It is alſo a fact, 
that no part of my baggage or any of my 
other attendants were captured during the 
whole courſe of the war. Theſe well known 
facts, made it unneceſſary during the war, 

to call the public atention to the forgery, by 

any expreſs declaration of. mine: and a 

firm reliance on my fellow-citizens, and 
the abundant proofs they gave of their con- 
fiden ce in me, rendered it alike unneceſſary to 
take any formal notice of the revival of the 
impoſition during my civil adminiſtrati- 
on. But as 1 cannot know how ſoon a 
more ſerious event may ſucceed to that which 
will this day take place, I have thought it a du- 
ty that I owe to myſelf, to my country, and 
to truth, now to detail the circumſtances above 
recited, and to add my ſolemn declaration, that 
the letters herein deſcribed are a baſe forgery, 
and that I never ſaw or heard of them, until 
they appeared in print, 


The preſent letter I commit to your care, 


o 
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and deſire it may be depoſited in the office of 
the Department of State, as a teſtimony of the 
| wack to the —_ cen and to APR 5 


e 1 a you, | the nene b 5 
affectionate regard of, dear fir, an en 
humble ſervant, 


| 6. waatineoron. 


FTrMorruy PIcxFRING, 
' Secretary of State. W 1 


1 f 
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GEN. WASHINGTON LETTER, 
ON HIS ACCEPTING THE COMMAND. or TH: 
AMERICAN ARMY.1N 1798. l 


Mount Fete uh 13. 1798. 


DEAR IR, 


1 HAD the honour, on the evening of the 
11th inſtant, to receive from the hand of the 
ſecretary of war, your favour of the 7th; an- 
nouneing that you had, with the advice and 
conſent of the ſenate, appointed me © Lieute. 
nant General and Commander in Chief of all 
armies raiſed, or to be rs for the ro 
of the United nes,” 


I cannot expreſs how greatly affected 15 arm 

at this new proof of public confidence, and the 
| highly flattering manner in which you have 
been pleaſed to make the communication; at 
the ſame time, I muſt not conceal from you 
my earneſt wiſh, that the choice had fallen up · 
on a man leſs declined in years, and better 
qualified to encounter the uſual viciſſitudes of 
war. 


— 
x % 
7 


Vou know, fir, what calculation I had made 
relative to the probable courſe of events, on 


\ 
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my retiring from office, and the determination 
1 had conſoled myſelf with, of cloſing the 
remnant of my days in my preſent peaceful a- 
bode; you will, therefore, be at no loſs to con- 
ceive and appreciate the ſenſations I muſt have 
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upon the boundleſs field of public action, in- 
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ters of peace, and their demands, amounting 
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the review of his glorious achievements, and 
the celebration of his unrivalled kane. 
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